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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

ffi. Excellency Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir John Anpebson, f.c,, 
O.C.%., G.C.I.B. • 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hou'ble Sir Pbovami ('hinder Mitiik, k c.s.i., cm.k., in charge 
of the following portfolio*: — 

1. I*and Revenue. 

2. I*aml Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. • legislative. 


Tlu* Hon'hle Alhadj Xauah Jtahadui Sn Al)DEl.KhHfM GlIDZNAVl, KT., 
of Dilduar, m charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

G. Forests. 

(». Irrigation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Woodhiad, c.i.i., i.e.a., in cbarga’oi 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Education. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


t 

♦The Jfon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid, c.i.e., i.c.s., 
portfolios: — 


in charge of the fallowing 


1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage.* 


3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 


0. Judicial. 


7. Hazaribngh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, kt., in charge of the 
f following portfolios: — « 


X . Local Self-Government. 
2. Excise* 



GOVERNMENT OF BfcNGAL. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

Tbe Ikw’ble R<ya Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chacdhuri, KT., of 
Santoeh. 


Deputy President. 
Mr.’RAEAua Rahman Kiian, b.l. 


Panol of Chairman for the Forty-third Session. 

1. Mr. \V. II. Thompson. 

2. Babu J at in dr a* Nath Basu. 

3 . Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin. 

4. * Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. 

Secretary to the Council — J. W. McKay, i.s.o. 


Assistant Secretary to the Council — Mr. K. Ali Afzal, Bar.-at-taw. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL* 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. • 

A 

• # 

Afzal, Nawabsada Khwaja Muhammad, Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City 
(Mufiamn^dan). ] 

Ali, Mj. Altai. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

All, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 
Armstrong, Mr. W. L, ^Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Ashworth. Mr. C O [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaikh Hah ini. [Ilooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] * s 

Baksh, Maulvi *Syed Majid, ple&ore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu Lai it Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debendra Nath. [24-Pnrganns Rural North 
(Non-Muhammadan) . ] 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Sailendru Nath. (Expert, Nominated.) 

Banerji, Rni Bahadur Kffcthab Chandra [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Banerji, Mr. 1*. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Mulmmmadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jiteinfralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.h.f. fliangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

•Barman, Babu Premium. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Basir TJddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Balm Jfttihdi'a Nath. [Calcutta North < Non-Muhammadan). ] 
3asu ? Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Benj^l Chamber of Commerce.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bottomley, Mr. »T. M. (Nominated Official.) 

Burn, Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

• * 

C 

C hatter jee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Mi)]iam- 

madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur MaufPi Aliinusxaman. [Faridppr North 
(Muhammadan).] 

*Oat)^taken on the 3Ut January , 1934,^ 




8 ALPHABETICAL LIST OP UffiMUBPy , 

Chaudhuri, Hhan Bahadur Maulvi Hatour Babman. (Nominated 
iNon-omcial.) • . 

Chaudhuri Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Nonbluham. 
madan). J , 

Chaudhuri, Babu Ki.hori Mohan. [Rajsljahi (Non-Muhamnfadan) 1 

“■SEJSSl Sy,i °”“ H “"”- 

Ch °ma h d’Z).] MaUlVi AbdUl Ghani ’ B I " [DaCC ® Wwt 9»ral«(Mttham- 

Phowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South '(Muhammadan) 1 
Choudhuir, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 


M . r _ G : l ^ K - (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

m^dan ^] 8 a “ lm Kum “ r ’ M B E [C^ttagong (Non-Muham- 

D “madan).] 8dUr Sfttyendra Kuraar ' [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
Dutt. Mr. (J. S. (Nominated Official ) 

mfd a anM hadUr ^ [Calcutt “ Central (Non-Muham. 


E 


Kdflley, Mr. N. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 


South-West ' 


Faroqui, the Hon'ble Nawab K. G. M.. Khan Bahadur, f Minister 1 
[Tip pern South (Muhammadan).] ' 

Pawcus, Mr. L. R. (Nominated Official.) 

jpi: k 


m™*’ Dr. -^ n( ilya Batan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan) 1 
Ohose. Ra. Bahadur Sasonka Comm, c.i.e. (Dacca UnmiST) ' 
Ghusmm the Hon'Me AJhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir Abdelkerfm kt., 
01 Uiidaer. (Member, hxecutive Council.) 



*|y ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEttBERS. ft 

'Gilchrist, Mr. B. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Gladding, 3Cr« D. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka* Bai Bahadur Sjr Badridas, kt., c.i.e, (Bengal Marwari 
* Association.) 

Goil, Cdl. B, P., m.b., c.h*b., r.n.c.s. (edin.). (Expert, Nominated.) 
Qpha, jpabu Profulla Kumar. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Hr. ^ N. (dominated Non-official.) 

Gupta % Mr. J. N., c.i.e., m.b.e. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Gupta, Bai Bahadur Mahendra Nath. (Expert, Nominated.) • 

H 

f 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [ Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Hogg, Mr. G. P., r.f.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Hooper, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Iftndadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawah Musharraf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda rum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hosfbin, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bukargunj North (Muhammadan).} 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Lntnfnt. (Nominated Non-official.) 


K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Ahul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Munzzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
•Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, ij.t.. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
Kinderslev, Mr. J. B. (Expert, Nominated.) 

L 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Lockhart* Mr. A. R. E. [Presidency and Btfrdwan (European).] * 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhaiumadan).j 

^Deputy President, Bengal Legialative Council. 

* • 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBUBS.* 


Marti^, Mr. (MM. (Nominated Official.) 

‘Mason, Mr. G. A. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) • 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) # 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chambar of Commerce.) 

Mitter, the Ifon'ble Sir Provash Chunder* k.c.s.i., c.i.f.. ^Member, 
Executive Council.) ^ # 

Mittci. Mr. S. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] # 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamapro.sad. Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 
Mukherji, Hai Bahadur Sat i ^ h Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan).] t 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behan. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nag, Reverend B. A. ( Nominated Non-official.) 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [ Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kassiinbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce 1 .) 

Nasimuddin, the Ilon’ble Mr. Khwaja, r.i.K. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan) ] 

Nicholl, Mi K. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Norton, Mr. II. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


P 


Raul. Sir Han Sanker, k l 1 Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Poddur, Mr. Ananda Mohan, (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddnr, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 


(f 


Umtsem. Maulvi Abul [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 



ALPHABETICAL list of members. 
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R 

Raheern* Mr. A., c.i.e. ^Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
RaUman^Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. A4)dur-. [24-Par#anas Rural (Muhamina- 
• da%).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizty*. [My men singh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, ftr. Rrosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rai .Mahasai, # Munindra Del). [Hoogiily Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] • 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Mulmmmadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Nnjrayan, n.c. [Rangpur blast (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, m.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Kumar Shih Shekhareswar. (Rajshnhi Landholders.)’ 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’hle Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray ('howdhury, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-otticiul.) 

Ray Lho^dhury, Babu Satish fhundra f Mymensin^h Last (Nou- 
iluhammudan), } 

Renl. the Hon bit* Mi. R. N . , c.s.i., t . i 1 (Member, Kxerutive 
fount 1 1 . i 

R<»«^, Mi .1 B. i Indian Mining Association.! 

R(»ut, Babu Hoseni. fMidnapore Nortli (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rov. the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Sin^li, wi . [Minister. ] | Burdwuu 

South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ro\ , Babu Haribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ro\ , Babu Jitendra Nath. f.Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr Saileswar Sin^h. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Itoy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Ron, Mr. S. N., c.i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem fhnmlra. fNoakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan),] 
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Sandatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [ 24-Parft-anas Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura Last (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] f 

Sarker, Rai Bahadur Rehati Mohan. (Nominated Non -official.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kuinarti [Faridpur North (^oq-Muham- 
madan).] 


* Preside*^ of the Bengal Legislative Count i|. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBER^. * 

Sen, Mr. B. B. (Nominated Official.) 

•Sen, ftai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas A^unicigal South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] • 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [^lymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] # • 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan^.] 
Singh, Sri jut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadat).] 
Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.^ • 

Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
# Landholders.) f 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barraekpere Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Steven, Mr. .1. \V. It. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Suhrawnrdy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

Sumner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


T 

Thompson, Mr. \V. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Townend, Mr. II. P. V. (Nominated Official.) 


W 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute* Mills Assoc iation.) 

Wilkinson, Mr. II. B., c.i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

•Williams, Mr. A. deC., i.c.s. (Nominated Official.) 

Woodhead, the llou’ble Mr. .T. A., c.i.k. (Member, Executive Council.; 


•Oath taken on tin' 1 4th February, 11»34. 



THE pENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Forty-third Session.) 

* 

Volume XLIII — No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 


Thk (\h m il met ifi the (’minnl (’humber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 13th Fehruary, 1934, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’hle Kaju Sir Maxmatha Nath Hay Ciiau- 
iuh hi. K'l . , of Sn ii tonli > , in the Chair, the three HoiClde Members 
of tin* Executive Council, the three HonTde Minister**, and I0o nomi- 
nated and elected member* 


Obituary reference. 

(ientleinen ot tin* Council, it m with hihow Joo deep for utterance 
that 1 rise to record the melancholy death of the louder of the House. 
The tragic suddenness of it has stunned u>. and it is still difficult to 
believe that we shall no ^liore see him in the House. Our sense of 
loss is quickened a hundredfold as he made his exit from the stage of 
our affairs without a sign or warning, but Providence has willed it 
and we must bow our heads in submission. Alas, he was not destined 
to enter the promised land of the Reforms for which he toiled so 
hard according to the light in him. We shall miss his personality 
and strong common sense, his ripe experience and administrative 
ability in the difficult days that lie before us, but let us not f|il to 
find the permanent in the fleeting and the evanescent. It is not hard 
to comprehend that mutability ctfcinot affect truth, or t^ke # away the 
v&lne of real works done. It is, however, much too premature to 
speculate as to what will be the verdict of history on the prospective 
and retrospective effects ef works done by Sir Prova|}i in his lifetime or 
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OIHTI'ABT REFERENCE. 


fl3TH Few., 


• 

actually determine, before the dust of controversy lias completely dis- 
* appeared, the exact nature of the native forces of his dimples:, intellect 
and character, as a public servant. Then* were many who disagreed 
with his policy and views, many who disagreed with his ratings and 
decisions and doubted if he had the vision of a seer, but there was 
none who disputed his ability, his mastery over facts and his deter- 
mination to fearlessly pursue his ideal. * # 

Sir Provash was the youngest son of the kite Justice Sir Rameah 
Chunder Mitter. After completing his education, 1* was enrtdled as 
*a vakil of the Calcutta High Court in 1897 where he soon rose to 
eminence. But his love for public uffuirs took him away from his 
profession, lie joined the congress movement and served under the 
late Sir Surendranath Banerjeu as one of his chief lieutenants. 

He was elected to the Bengal Legislative Council in 19i(i by the 
landholders of the Presidency Division and served in that capacity 
till the inauguration of the present Reforms in 1921 when lie was 
again elected by the Presidency Landholders’ Constituency. He wa> 
selected for the Ministry and was entrusted with the Education 
portfolio. Sir Provush remained a Minister for the full term of the 
First Council under the present constitution. In the Secoml (\^jneil. 
from 1924 to 192b, lie was again elected from the Presidency Laud- 
ladders’ Constituency. In 1927 he was again returned from the 
Presidency Landholders and towards the end of that year he formed 
a Ministry on which he remained till duly, 1928, defeating the 
SmmijMt# in their \igoruus attack of tin* Ministry. 

The premature lamentable death <>i Maharaja Kshaunisli (’handia 
Has ot Nadia created a vacancy m the Governor's Executise Council 
which Sir Provush was called upon to till from the forenoon of the 
31st duly, 1928. II is term was due to expire in duly last, but he was 
given an extension for a year which would have expired in dune 
this year. 

Sir Provush was Vice-President of the (iovernor’s Executive 
Council and the Leader of this House from the veai 1932. He was 
the President of the Indian Association, ttoe National Liberal League 
and Vice-President and Secretary of the British Indian Association 
and also President of the Buck ward (Hasses Society, Bengal, for 
several years. He went to England in 19-U) ami 1931 to represent 
Bengal on the Round Table Conference where he fought stubbornly' 
for Bengal’s interests. 

The title of C.I.E. was conferred on him in 1919, he was created 
a Knight iu 1924 and a K.C.S.I. in 1933. 

By his Jeath His Excellency ti* Governor and his Cabinet have 
lost n valued councillor, and we a very eminent and distinguished 
colleague. I can speak from iutimute personal knowledge that he 
was no ordinary goliticinn. My long and clese contact with him gave 
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QUESTIONS. 


fne many rat) opportunities to study him from 
have no ^ottbt.that his deep insight into human 
ordinary common sense, Jjis cool courage and unbending defermina- 
tioif to have his own way in the teeth of tenacious opposition and last 
though Hot the least his consummate tty plomacy raised him to a level 
rn^ch Wgher than that of men who make politics their profession or 
join it Tor the glamour of office. Real politicians or administrators 
ore not rifade, Jmt they "are born. For power, honour and gain a person 
may change one cloak for another to pass for what he is not, but 
that will never hide the inner man that dwells within him. Sif 
Provash was not a politician made to order. Politics was in his life- 
blood. He was not a creature of any clique m product of cliquish), 
hut a real politician who rose to eminence hv precise preparation und 
incessant industry combined with his political insight and instinct. 
This House had ample opimrt unities to realise this, and 1 am sure 
that it truly mourns hig loss. I uni also sure that it will be the wish 
of the Council to send a message of deep sympathy to Sir Provash \s 
relatives. I wquld ask you to signify your assent hv kindly rising 
in your places. 

( Pause.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will take the usual step*. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Noabad taluks in Chittagong. 

•M. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : (a) With leteience 
to the reply to a au]»plemeutary question to staired question No. 18 
of the 9th August last, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Revenue lhqwrtment be pleased to state how many iietitions have been 
submitted to the local authorities up to the 22nd December, 19.TJ, l>v 
the persons aggrieved by the enhanced rents of the Noabad taluk* in 
Chittagong? 

(b) Wfat relief, if any, has been proposed to lie given to those 
applicants ? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. 0. M. Martin): (a) No such Tuitions have been received by the 
local authorities from the 9th August to the 22nd December, 1933. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[13th Faa., 


* Materials for construction of the Now Howrah Bridge. • 

• • 

•SO. Maulvi MURAL AB8AR CHOUlfHURY: Will the Hoa’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Works Department be pleasid to state 
whether the Government are considering the necessity of urging, upon 
the authorities concerned the desirability of encouraging anf, as far 
as practicable, giving preference to the use of fhe Indian manufactured 
materials in the construction of the New Howrah Bridge? If not. 
•why not? * 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC W0RK8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bla Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur). Government recog- 
nize the desirability of purchasing all stores for the public service in 
such a way as to encourage the development t of the industries of this 
country to the utmost possible extent 'consistent ~«cith. economy and 
efficiency and this principle has been embodied in the rules for the 
supply of articles required to be purchased for the public service, 
a copy of which is laid on the Library table. They hav^ no doubt 
that the Commissioners of the new bridge who are, under the tibwTah 
Bridge Act, 192(), primarily resjKmsible for the selection of materials 
for its const motion, will give due weight to this policy subject to the 
proviso that additional burdens should not l»e thrown on the fund 
of which they are trustees by the purchase and utilization of materials 
produced or manufactured in India. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state when he expects the construction of the new bridge 
to he begun? 


The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, it 
is very difficult to give the exact date, but effort* are being made to 
start work on it as eurly as possible. 


Jaaaore oourts and Junta prayer id 1 ; 


•80. Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: (a) Is the Hon’ tie Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that contrary to the 
Government circular all the courts of Jessore do not rise at 12-30 p.m. 
on Fridays? 

(h) If *the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, ore the Government 
considering the desirability of directing that the circular is strictly 
followed in future? 



QUESTION’S. 
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” MEMBER hi charga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Qm fyn’bMl 

Mr. R. I|. Raid): (a) The only instances of the kind referred to of 
which Government are awgre are three occasions when work was done 
fo? # a few minutes between 12-30 and 2 at the request of the parties. 

(b) No. 

• * • 

Maul* 8YED MAJID BAKSH: With reference to answer (b) t 
will the Hon'Ble Member be pleased to state whether Government are 
not interested in«the maintenance of their own orders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Government are always interested 
in carrying out their own orders. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member please 
see that the interests of the parties in such cases are not interfered 
with ? t * 

, t * % 

The Hon'ble’Mr. R. N. REID: That is u matter which Government 
always consider and have always at heart. 

iHum Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will tho llou'ble 
Member be pleased to state why it is that Government do not consider 
it desirable to enforce the circular in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID; Sir, my answer to (h) states that 
the only instances are these three occasions when work was done for a 
few minutes at the request of the purties. 1 can assure the hon’ble 
member that Government are certainly interested that the circular 
referred to should be carried out. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Is the llou’ble Member aware 
that Buhu Madhusudan ltay, the Additional Subordinate Judge, sat for 
half uu hour mow on. yne occasion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No, Sir, Government ore not aware 
of the fact, but if the hon’ble member would give tho details of any 
particular case. I should be glad to inquire into it. 


Orders of extemmont in Midnapore. 

*81. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem Is? r in chargl of 
the Political Department lie pleased to state how many persons from 
each subdivision of the district of Midnapore have reBeiftly been 
ordered ha leave the district for an indefinite period under tho provi- 
sions of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act of 1932? 
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(fr) If it a fact that amongst the externees there are several prac- 
tising lawyers of Midnapore town and some of the«teacl^rs of the 
Contai National School who Were earning Jheir livelihood in their res- 
pective places ? 

(c) What are the particular acts for which each of the externees 

has been placed under the ban referred to above? * 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that similar orders wre passed 
against the lawyers of the Midnapore town who had been previously _ 

m engaged in defending the accused in the Burge murder conspiracy case 
but subsequently recalled? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the teachers and the students 
of the Contai National School held a meeting in which they strongly 
condemned the murder of Mr. Burge? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, why the said school 
was declared illegal and taken possession of Jby the authorities ? 

(g) Is the lion’ hie Member aware — 

(/) that the externed Secretary and a teacher of the Contai 
National School sent representations to the District Magis- 
trate of Midnajxue asking him ojx*nly to piosecute tl*em on 
a definite charge of helping terrorism if there is anything 
against them, while stating that they had never done nor 
encouraged any act of violence, being absolutely plcdgtnl to 
the creed of non-violence; and 

(u) that no reply was at all sent to the said representations, nor 
was any action taken on them? 

(/<) Do the (iovernment propose recalling the order in cases of all 
the externees? 

(0 If the answer to (/i) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making provision for the maintenance of 
the families of the externed persons as in the case of persons interned 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act % 

(j) Have the Government considered the question that the earn- 
ing members of such families have been forced to leave tbeir respec- 
tive places of business all on a sudden and go outside the district 
without making any arrangement for their families? ’• 

, MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a ) Sadar subdivision 22. Contai subdivision 5. 

(h) *Y<%. Of the 22 externed persons of the Sadar subdivision 8 
were practising lawyers and of the externed persons of the Contai sub- 
division 4 were teachers of the Contai National School. 
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" (c) Government do not consider that it would be in the gublio 
interest publish this information. 

^1) It is not known to # Government on what dates defence lawyers 
were briefed by the accused in the case, but when the District Magis- 
trate became aware that certain persons on whom such orders had been 
pass^S ^pd been so briefed the orders were treated as inoperative in 
their cases for the time # being. 

(e) No suA resolution was brought to the notice of the local 
HHBcers t>r of Government. 

(f) Does not ariss. 

(g) (i) The District Magistrate received a representation from the 
Secretary of the School. The Secretary requested that lie be furnished 
with proof of the charge that he assisted terrorism. 

(|7) Yes. 

(h) and <*) No. 

(j) Yes. 


Babu $ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : With reference 
to answer (e), will tin* Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state as to what 
is exactly meant by the expression “public interest'*? Is it becauao 
that the public will not he satisfied with the version of Government? 

The Hon* We Mr. R. N. REID: No, Sir, that is not the intention. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: T should like to 
know whether Government do not wish that the public should know 
all these factH so that they may seek redress? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I have nothing to add to the 
answer which I give in (c). 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (g) 
(u), will the Ilon'ble Member be pleased to state why no reply was at 
all sent to the said representations? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am afraid. Sir, I have no further 
information on the subject beyond what is stated in the answer. 

% 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’bJe Member 
kindly aee to it that a reply to the representations are sent at an early 
date? • 

Thi Hon’bio Mr. R. N. REID‘*I cannot see, Sir, thaUit.is always 
neceasary for or incumbent upon any Government servant to reply to 
every letter which he receives. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
plealed to state whether it is not necessary to reply to a representation 
from an extcrned secretary and teacher of a school, who sent a repre- 
sentation to the District Magistrate askiifg for redress? • 

The Hon’We Mr. R. N. REID: There may 
which it may not he necessary to reply to such 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Mr..Reid4*~ 

••pleased to stute the circumstances under which reptie* to representa- 
tions, etc., are considered necessary? ► 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I should like to have notice of that 
question, Sir. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to 
answer ( d ), will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
orders were cancelled by the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I have said in the reply tljpt the 
orders were treated as inoperative in their cases for the time being. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I want to know whether 
the District Magistrate cancelled his previous orders? Will he he 
pleased to say “Yes or No”? (Laughter.) 

The Hon ’We Mr. R. N. REID: I have already g : ven a reply, Sir. 

If the orders were treated as inoperative, I should think that the 
inference is that they were not cancelled, hut temporarily suspended. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it a fact that the 
District Magistrate was instructed to make these orders inoperative? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If no such instructions 
were given, how is it that the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division 
•aid that these orders should he treated as inoperative? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 am sorry, Sir, that I am quite 

unpblc to answer that question. 

Dr. .NARE8H CHANDRA »EN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when do the Government contemplate 
extern iug the rest of the inhabitants of Midnapore? (Laughter.) 


be circumstances^mder 
a representation. * 
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" TV Hon'Mt Mr. R. N. REID: No such step is* under contemplation. • 

• 

Ritulvi 8YED MAJID JIAKSH: Will the Hon’bl* Member be 
pleased to # state whether, as a result of the orders becoming inoperative, 
the lawyers concerned were allowed to appear in the case? 

The Hon’blt Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir. 

Route marches of soldiers in Midnapore. 

•62. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: («) Will the lion 'bio 

Meml>er in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stnto 
whether it is a fact that during their route marches in t he district of 
Midnapore in December, 1933, and January, 1934, soldiers have been 
used in making house-seiches ? 

(h) Have the Jiovernment received any complaints of atrocities com- 
mitted by the soldiers conducting searches or making domiciliary visits 

during these marches? 

• 

(ct*If the answer to (In is in the affirmative, will the lhm’ble Mem- 
ber lie pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made into such 
complaints? If so, with what result? 

(d) Has any information been received by Government about atro- 
cities committed — 

(1) at Hally Govindapur on the 9th December, 

(2) at Palpura on the same day, 

(J) at IVanamali Chatra on the 26th December, 

(4) at llajiri on the 2f>th December, 

(5) at Haitrakunda on the 2Tth December, and 

(6) at Katraka on the 3rd January, 1934? 

(e) If the answer to (J ) is in the affirmative, have any inquiries been 
made? If so, with what result? 

The Hobble Mr. R. N. REID: (a) So. Troops have been used only 
to provide cordons round houses in which the civil authorities were con- 
ducting searches in accordance with the provisions of law\ 

(6) Government have received two such complaints. 

(e) Yes , The allegations were fbund to bo untrue. 

(d) (/) A complaint was received from Babu Ashutosh Hoy Ohau- 
dhnry. 
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, (£), (3), (4) and (5) No. . . 

{6) A complaint was received from one Kumud Charan Bera. 

(e) The allegations made in items (1) an3 (6) have been investigated 
and found to be false. # 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With Reference to answer (a), 

will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state under which provision or 
provisions of the law were these troops so employed J • 

The HOfl’ble Mr. R. N. REID: l should like to have notice of this 
question, Sir. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The Hon’ble Member says in 
his printed reply that troops have been used* only to provide cordons 
round houses in which the civil authorities were conducting searches in 
accordance with the provisions of the law Will the Hon’ble Member 
still say that he is unaware under what provisions of the law this was 
done ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: The search was conducted under 
the provisions of the law. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : In the absence of any punctua- 
tion mark in the answer, which is significant, I want to know whether 
these troops were used in contravention of the ordinary provisions of 
the law. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 am afraid, Sir, that I am unable 
to reply to this question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answers (c) 
and (r), will he be pleased to state who held these investigations? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot reply to this question 
offhand. But I know that in one case the investigation was conducted 
by the Additional District Magistrate, and in the other it was done by 
a reliable senior Government officer, though I cannot say offhand who. 

v 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Were the complainants 
thoroughly examined by the investigating officers? 


Th# Hoct’bl# Mr. R. N. REID: I should like to have notice. 
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- Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Ilaa the Hon’ble Merol*r seen 
the rteport^ submitted after investigation? 


Mid HOfl’ble Mr. R. N. tIEID: Yes, Sir, I have seen the report. 

Ifjh NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Ts the HonTde Member satis, 
fie? tha A proper investigation was made, inasmuch as the complainants 
were not ff&amined ? • 

Tho*Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I am satisfied that a proper # 
investigation was made. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: With reference to 
answer (a), will the Hon* Me Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of any luw bv which soldiers can be used by the civil authorities 
for the purpose mentioned? 

The Hon’ble 'Mr. R. N. REID: The military can be called in in aid 
of the civil power. 

Mr. tfHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llou'hlo 
Member he pleased to state whether the troops were placed under tho 
command of the military authorities or of tin* civil authorities when the 
military authorities were asked to pro\ide cordons for the purpose of 
house search? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, if I understand the question 
aright, mv answer would be that in such cases the military are called 
in to aid the civil authorities. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Is it not a fact that one or two members of the 
troops committed rape in Midnapore? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am not aware of any such tiling. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ ble Member awure that such a com- 
plaint was brought to the notice of Government by a member of this 
House? 

The Hon’hle Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will he l>e kind enough to inform the H.u«e 
whether there has been any inveatigation in the matter? 

* 

Th. Hoti'Wa Mr. R. N. REID: The case has been sent for 
investigation. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid tn the table) 

Faridpur railway station. 

28. Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN : Will tha Hon’bl* Member 

in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department* be pleased 
^tat-e whether the Railway authorities will take up* the construction 
work of the projKjsed railway station at Faridpur during the next 
financial year? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC W0RK8 (RAILWAY8) 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. d. A. Woodhoad): This Govern- 
meat have been informed by tin* Railway Boa^d that it is intended to 
take up the construction of a new station at Faridpur in the next 
financial year provided that the allotment for the purpose in the Budget 
is approved by the Legislative Assembly. 


Reoruitmont of sub-assistant surgeons. 

29. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 

tl “‘ Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 

ment lie please.! to lay on tlie table a statement showing for each of tho 
last 6 years — 

(<) bow many sub-assistant surjjeons were recruited to Government 
service ; and 

(it) of the number so recruited how many were selected from the 
successful students of each medical school in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Uon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether all the 
schools in Bengal are treated equally in tl*e matter of recruitment to 
Government sendee? 

(c) Is it a fact that no selection was made from the successful candi- 
dates of some of the mufassal medical schools like the Lvtton Medical 
School, Myrnensingh, during the last three years? 

(</) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what is the reason for 
the same? 

t 

MINISTER in charge of LOCA^ SELF-COVERNMENT DEPART* 
MENT (tW Hon’bt. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): («)(*) 48 . 

("1 A statement is laid on the table. 
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•' (b) The most suitable candidates are selected irrespective of tho 
schools where they have been trained. • 

(c) Yes* 

• • 

(d) Candidates trained in other schools were considered to be more' 
suitable. 


Statemen Preferred to in*thc reply to clause (a) [it) of unstarred question 
mm .Vo. 2ft, showy ff the number of passed ■ students recruited from 
different medical schools. • 


Name of institution. 


Campbell 

Dacca 




Number recruited. 

... 1 
... 2 


mm. 

Campbell ... 

Dacca ... 7 

Lytton Medical School, Mvmcnsin^h ... 3 

Itonaldshay Medical School, Hurd wan ... 2 


1931. 

Campbell ... 3 

Dacca ... £ 

1932 . 

Campbell 3 

Dacca 7 

Ilona ldshav Medical School, liurdwan ... 1 

1933. 

Campbell ... 3 

Dacca 4 

Ronaldshav Medical School, liurdwan ... 2 


Total 


... 48 
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BMbU AMULYADHAM RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased* 
to stdte that out of 48 appointments how many belonged to the 
scheduled castes? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I should liketo 
have notice of this question. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With raferenc*— 

So answer (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what he 
means by the expression “suitable candidates” ? Does it mean the 
order of merit at the examinations? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, not 
necessarily. But I might add that it is usually the criterion of 
selection. 


Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will he be pleased to inform the 
House in which month of the year 1933 the appointments '-ere made 
for that year? , (i) * * 4 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I should like to 
have notice of this question. 


Erosion of Narayanganj town. 

30. Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(i) that the continual erosion of the river in the Sitalakhya khal, 
caused by the inflow of the Dlialtswari into the Burraganga, 
is seriously threatening the southern portion of the town of 
Narayanganj ; 

{ii) that, as a result of this inward flow during the past few years, 
severe cutting has taken place, and many acres of arable 
land and much valuable property have already been 
destroyed ; and 

t * 

{ tit ) that efforts already made by local bodies to prevent further 
erosion to the southern fnd of Narayanganj, have been ren- 
dered only partially effective because the inflow from the 
Dhaleswari has increased? 
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(h) I® the Hon’ble Member aware also — ^ 

(*) tlfet the khal leading from the Dhaleawari to the Burragauga 

• has (when the fivers are down) only been open for steamer 

• traffic during the past few years; 

^Ai^thatMhis khal has deepened; 

(lit) that by going by Oopechur steamers will only take two hours 
mote; and 

(iv) that no steamer route will therefore be affected hv blocking th% 
khal ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of saving the 
town of Xarnyanganj by peunanently blocking the Dlmleswari entrance 
to the khal , and by allowing the river to resume its normal course}' 

01) If the answer t* (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
also considering the desirability of taking the work in band immedi- 
ately now when the rivers are down, to arrest further erosion and to 
stop further damage to pmperty during the next floods? 

• 

Member in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
AlhaifJ Nawab Bahadur Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi, of Dilduar): (a)(i) 
Yes. 

(n) Yes, there has been a certain amount of erosion along the Situla- 
khya khal. 

(m) Yes. 

(hi (#) The channel between the river Dlmleswari and the offtake of 
the Sitalakhya khal used to be open, then the mouth silted up, and in 
recent years it reopened. 

(nt, (lit) and (tr) Yes. 

O') aud <// ) Such a suggestion was considered in the department but 
was not placed before Government on the ground that closure might 
l»e considered as an interference with the water and navigation rights in 
the khal ; instead it has been proposed to attempt to arrest the further 
development of the khal by piling to train the current and the question 
is now u*der the consideration of Government. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: With reference to 
answers (c) and (</), will the Hon 'hie Meml>er be pleased toastate 

whether the training of the current bv piling has proved a success? 

a 

Tha Herbie Atfiadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 

CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: If the hon’ble member would read the 

♦ 
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answers given, he would find that the question is still under the con-* 
* side ration of Government. I cannot add anything more at tl\p present 
stage. 

• 

Mr* J. W. R. STEVEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
give his serious consideration to the question of closing the Sitflaknya 
khal and also give his assurance that the whole matter will be looked 
into without any delay, owing to the urgency of the matter? 

• 

' The Hon’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 

CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, I am very pleased to give the assurance 
asked for by the hon’ble member. T shall certainly look into the matter 
very carefully. 

Mftlflvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether there has been any dredging operation? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhad] Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM 

CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Not that I am aware of. « 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1934. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I beg to present the Report of 
the Select Committee on the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 
1934. 


Bengal Waterways Bill, *1834. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we get back to the discussions on the 
amendments relating to the Bengal Waterways Bill, 1934. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 37 (/)(«), in line 3, for the words ‘‘sixteen rupees” the words 
“eight rupees” be substituted. 

Sir, my reason is that everyone (flight to be given the same amount 
for doing the same kiud of service, and I think that in the statute 
book there should be no invidious distinction in the matter. 
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- Th# How'bl# Alhadj Nawab Bahadur fir ABDELK/RIM # 
CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar: I shall commence by telling the House that 
tbia ia squatter which I intended to leave to the House. As members 
are* very anxious to reduce? the amount of fees for attending a meeting 
of the Thiat or for attending a similar meeting of the District Com- 
iaior the House to decide what that amount should be. The 
amendment moved by the Khan Bahadur seeks to reduce the amount 
from Rs*16 Rs. 8. # That I consider is a low figure and accordingly 
am not prepared to accept it, because, after all, when we look at the 
idlowances given* elsewhere, namely, in the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, we find that the amounts given are Rs. 20 and Rs. 10. But, 
while I am not prepared to accept this amendment, I am prepared to 
make a suggestion that instead of Rs. Hi and Rs. 8 the figures Rs. 12 
and Rs. fi be accepted. I would be <juite prepared to accept that. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: *Khan Bahadur, are you prepared to accept this 
suggestion of the llon'ble Member oi do you insist on your amendment? 


Khin JUhadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 do not insist upon my 
amendment, but I would like to know what the Hon'ble Member sug- 
gested, for I could not clearly catch what he said. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: 1 beg to move that in clause 37 ( /)(«), 
line <i, after the word “each” the words “day of a” be inserted. 

Sir, the object of my amendment is this: a meeting of the Water- 
ways Bourd may be spread over more than u day, just as a meeting of 
this Council may last longer than a day. When a meeting of this 
Council — I mean the Legislative Council —is held, members hailing 
from the mufatsnl and living at a certain distance from Calcutta are 
allowed daily halting allowances. So, Sir, many members will come from 
the mufasml to attend meetings of the Waterways Board. I think it is 
only consistent and proper that they should be treated just as members 
of this Council are treated, that is, on each day that a meeting is htdd 
they should Ik* given the same fee. It is not a new thing that I am 
asking foa. I repeat, Sir, that it would only he just and proper that 
members of the Board who have got to stay in Calcutta in connection 
with a meeting of the Board for more than a day should get a fej for 
each day that a meeting is held, and they attend such meeting. 

• • 

Th# Hoft’bl# Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. If 

* 0 
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the mover of the amendment will read the clause as it is, he will find 

# it st&ted that every trustee and every district member attending* a 
meeting of the Board shall be entitled to receive a fee of sixteen rupees 
and every member of a Committee appointee! under section 35 shall be 
entitled to receive a fee of eight rupees for each meeting of the Board 
or the Committee. I take it that a meeting of the Committee wo^^be 
over in course of that very day. If it is ever the case that a meeting 
goes over to the next day, the provision which "has been 4 embodied here 
by the Select Committee is on a par with a similar provision whifj^* 

• will be found in the Calcutta Improvement Trust Acf, and it is* not the 
case that for each day of such meeting members will be entitled to their 
fees, but for that particular meeting only and in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred such meetings would generally be over in course of the 
day. Having regard to the remarks which fell from various members 
of the House about the paucity of t lie financial arrangements in regard 
to the expenses of the Board, I am perfectly certain that members will 
not wish to burden the Trust with more expenditure than is necessary. 

I think they would rather wish to curtail expenditure ,and in this view 
I must oppose the amendment. 

The motion being put a division was taken with ibex following 
result : — 4 


AYES. 


All, Maalvi Nuun. 

All, Maalvi lytd Naathtr. 

Baktli, Maalvi Sytd Majid. 

Bantrji, Mr. P. 

Bata, Mr. Nartadra Kumar. 

Bhaudkurt, Kkan Bakaiar Maalvi Allmaixaman. 
Okautfkarl, Maalvi lytd Otmaa Haidar. 
Bfcawdbury, Maalvi Akdul Bkaai. 

Ohaudhary, Maalvi Mural Abtar. 

Faxluilak, Maalvi Mulammad. 


Hi'ua, Khan Bahadur Maalvi Aiizul. 
Ha'ua, Kid Emdadul. 

M attain, Maalvi Makammad. 

Karim, Maalvi AMal. 

Kkaa, Maalvi Tamiiuddin. 

Mamin, Kkaa Bahadur Muhammad Ahdul. 
Quatam, Maalvi Ahal. 

Ray, Mr. hhaati thakbaratwar. 
lamad, Maalvi AMai. 

I hah, Maalvi Ahdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


AtaaL Nawabtada Kbvaja Makammad, Kkaa 
Bahadur. 

ArmMraai, Mr. W. L. 

Bat, Baku Lain Kumar. 

B«L Bal takih karat Chandra. 

BaatrJJ, Hal Bahadur taUtadra Nath. 

Baalr Uddta, Kkaa lakil Maalvi MahaaiaMi. 
Bata, Baku Jattadra Balk. 

Blrfcmyra, Mr. H. 

Baaa, Mr. I. M. 

BaMtuaMf, Mr. 4. M. 

B hamary, Haji Badi Alamd. 

Bahaa, Mr. 0.4. 

Oaa, Bal B a ha d u r Batyaadra Kumar. 

BaH, Bal Ba kadt l r Of. Haridba* 

ML Mr. B.B. 

Kd|My, Mr. K. i. A. 

laaatJL Maalvi Mar Bahmaa Kkaa. 


r *dar th * M# " W# *• •• ■* Kkaa Baba* 

Fawaat, Mr. L. B. 

Bkatt, Ik* Haa’Mt Mr Ckara Bh aa d ar. 

Bkaiaavi tk« Hta'Ma Alkadj Maarak Bahadur 
Mr Abdalfcarta, af Dildaar. 

BlKbrltt,Mr. B. N. 

Bladdlac. Mr. D. • 

Buka, Baku PrutuMa Kumar. 

Baba, Mr. P. N. 


€ 


Hid, Mr. 0. P. 

Nataar, Mr. B. B. 

H amain, Maalvi UtafaL 
Raima, Maatvt Akat. 
Martla, Mr. 0. M. 

MHtar, Mr. B. B. 

MMkra, Baka Bam Bhaad 
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Umm* mmnt* u* MUn, * kmimUmw. 



Ur, tto Nm*|M Mr Blln Pw** NMi 
R*y. Mr. lUMmr tlRf*. 


Hfe 


», Mr. I«m Maw. 

U Mr. «.*«. 



laaaw. Mr. «. R. 

TitapMa. Mr. W, N. 

TwaH Mr. N. P. V. 

WMtor, Mr. m. A. M. 

WUUmm. Mr. N. R. 

Wtattaatf, Hm Maa'Mr Mr. A A. 


The “Ayes” being *JU ami the “Noes” 00, ilie motion wo® lost. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : I beg to move that after 

clause d7(/)(o), tht* following In* inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that no (hivernment .servant shall he entitled to any fee® 
for attending a meeting.” 

The member made a speech in the vernaeular in support of his 
amendment. 

a 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 

CHUINAVI, of Dilduar: 1 am quite willing to accept this amend- 
ment. partieuhu 1\ on account oi the brevity with which it ban been 
moved. It other members had been ns brief, I would have been more 
inclined to accept then amendments. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member tell us, Sir, whether undei the Government Servants’ Conduct 
Itules, Government seivants are entitled to have fees for attending 
meetings? 

The Hoifble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM 

CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar:* They are entitled, with the permission of 
(iovernment, to accept fees. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Maul.? SYEO MAJID BAK8H: I beg to move that in clause 8T 
(/)(<i)(i), in line 1, the words “a quorum is present and” be omitted. 

My object, Sir, in moving this amendment is that the provisiots in 
the Bill have made matters a hit difficult. Subject to the provisions of 
sub-sections ( 2 ) and ( 3 ) “every Trustee and every district member, 

attending a meeting of the Board shall get a fee at w hich » 

quorum is present ,# . 
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Tht HofPblo AlhtdJ Ntwab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERlM 
CH&ZNAVI, Of Dilduar: I said I was willing to accept $he amend- 
ments moved with due brevity. I am afraid the mover has not exer- 
cised that brevity. However, I am willing to accept this amendment 
.also. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 beg to move that clause 37 (l\ 1 
(a)(H) be omitted. 

There is a provision here, Sir, that when he attends from the begin- 
ning to the end thereof, or for such period as the person presiding at 
the meeting may consider sufficient, that justifies the payment of the 
fee. It is clearly left to the discretion of the President to decide 
whether the member is not attending from the beginning to the end. 

A man comes and attends a meeting, and it is left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of the presiding officer to decide. He may attend for a period, 
and for such period he is not entitled to a fee; therefore, he will not 
get a fee. His presence at the meeting ought to he sufficient to enable 
liim to get the fee; it should not be left to the discretion of the 
President to decide the matter. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I rise to oppose this 
amendment. In this Council, Sir, we are familiar with some members 
who come from the mufastal , and attend for half a minute and then 
go away. If my friend, Maulvi Majid Baksh, made an alternative 
suggestion, instead of the discretion of the President, 1 would have 
understood it. But to get rid of this provision altogether is not 
justified. 


Tht Hon'blt AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERlM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: 1 share for one# the sentiment of my friend, 
the learned doctor, and I equally oppose this amendment. I do not 
think every member is entitled to a fee; merely putting in an appearance 
is not sufficient. Furthermore, my friend was not brief. I oppose 
this. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The motion that clause 37, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. , 

The motion that clauses 38 and 39 stand part of the Bill was put and 
•greed to. 
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•• Clause 40. 

Mr. L.*R. FAWCU8: I beg to move that for the proviso to sub- 
rlauy (/), of clause 40, the following provisos he substituted, namely - 

‘‘Provided that mi estimate or toiitraet for a project or for a work 
ehaffAtye to* a particular project, shall not he sanctioned or made 
without the approval of — 

{</) tfu* Board, if such estimate or contract involves expenditure 
• • of mor^ than ten thousand rupees, 

(//) the Loral Government, if Midi estimate- or contract involves 
expenditure of more that| fifty thousand rupees: 

* 

Provided further that the total^oinount of Midi estimates sanctioned 
in respect of works chargeable to a particular project shall not exceed 
the estimated cost of the total project as approved by the competent 
authority.’ ’ 

The object of this amendment is veiy clearly explained in the uote 
of dissent 1»\ tin* Hon’hle Member in charge of the Bill The point is 
really that it the total estimate loi an\ vvoik exceeds the Chairman's 
power of -nmction, or that of the Hoard whirbevei the sanet innin# 
authority ma\ he. then the Chairman or the Board, as the ease may be, 
inu\ not, under the existing section, sanc tion anv small item within that 
estimate. Suppose. f<u example, in the course <»f some operations, a 
chauktdar ' a shed has to be put up for Us d() ; then if the whole estimate 
is be\ond the power of the Chairman's sanction, he eunnof sanction that 
small item as the section now stands. Therefore, the wording of the 
section has been altered so as to make it clear that the criterion is not 
the power of the sanction of the Chairman or of the Bourd, in respect 
of the total estimate, but the power of sanction of the Chuirmun or the 
Board in respect of any particular item. Also in order to prevent the 
possibility of tin* Chairman or the Hoard exceeding their total power of 
sanction of the complete estimate by sairtioning u number of small 
individual estimates it has been provided as a matter of caution that 
the total amount of suc h estimates to lie sanctioned in respect of parti- 
cular projects shall not exceed the estimated cost as approved by 
competent authority. This is rather a technical explanation, but the 
House will, I think, understand it fully if they will read the Government 

note of dissent. 

% 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I rise to oppose this. After 
all, we have heard from the Hon’hle Member in charge that any 
motion not moved with the utmost brevity will be opposed by him. I 
hope he will be consistent and not accept this. I oppose this motion 
for more reasons than one. I think the reason that I nra going to put 
forward now will be enough. It is this: Members will find in the 
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Bill, as originally presented, a proviso that an estimate or contract 
involving expenditure exceeding one lakh of rupees shall not be* sanc- 
tioned or made without the previous approval of the BoarS. That is 
to say, there was a curb upon the powef of the Chairman or *>ther 
member of the Board in accordance with the rules made under section 
19. But the Board was at that time what the Hon'ble M e rg e r has 
been professing so loudly for the last few months to be S almost 
autonomous Board, or a Stmraj Board whichever the JJon’We Member 
prefers to call it. In Select Committee the powers of the Board w^ff^ 
curtailed. The Select Committee said that for a ny* expenditure above 
rupees ten thousand ^nd less than otte lakh, the Board’s sanction would 
be enough, but over on^ lakh, it must have the previous sanction of the 
Local Government. Now, Sir^omes along this amendment by which, 
the Hon ’hie Member further clips down the powers of the Board, and 
says that for any estimate above Rs. 50,000, the Board must wait for 
the sanction of the Local Government. I submit, Sir, this is a travesty 
of an autonomous Board. It is not only not a Stninij Board, but very 
much inferior to many other autonomous bodies that we know of. 
Sir, I can hardly visualise any beneficial project for the betterment of 
waterways which will not cost at least Rs. 50,000. The idea of the 
Hon ’hie Member regarding the activities of the Waterways Board to 
which he is going to give the ’munificent donation of Rs. 2,00,000 from 
the coffers of Government, is made more manifest by this amendineht 
that tlie Board will not have the power to sanction expenditure above 
Rs. 50,000 because any estimate exceeding Rs. 50,000 must go to the 
Local Government. I submit, Sir, that if the Hon'hle Member is 
pleased to press this amendment to a division and wants to get it 
through the Council, it will show that all professions and protestations 
made in introducing the Bill and in presenting the Report of the Select 
Committee are rather innocuous, and what he wants is to make the 
Board dependent on a department of Government without any real 
responsibility. I, therefore, oppose this amendment. 

Thi Novt'blo Alhadj Nawab Batydur 8ir ABDELKEfttM 
CHUZNAVI, of Oilduar: I have very little to add to what has been 
said by Mr. Fawcus. I will say this, that, there is an old adage which 
says burnt child dreads the fire.” Well, we had the spectacle in 
this House of the Hon’hle Miuister for Self-Government rising to 
introduce a Bill in order to take in hand certain further control of the 
affairs conducted by certain other Siraraj institutions. Having regard 
to *mr experience ranging over the last few years, I think I can say 
that it will be wholesome to introduce further control of the finances 
of the Roajpl at least for the time being, by Government, and with that 
idea this particular section has been put in. Furthermore, as has been 
explained, the object of the amendment is, on the other hand, not to 
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haptpsr any work, any small work, that there may be and can easily he • 
undertake* irrespective of any sanction by a higher authority. So, this 
amendment has a double ol^ect. On the one hand, it is to provide for 
a further check, and on the other, not to make it impossible in c ase of a 
minor work and so on. I certainly think the amendment proposed is 
uot^rff improvement on the clause as drafted by the Select Committee. 

As such, ^oppose what my friend says, and I ln»g to support the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Fawcus. 

* Mr. NARENOltA KUMAR BABU: On a point of order, Str. Are* 
not these amendments, 187 onwards, dependent upon the original word- 
ing as it came out from the Select Committee, if there is a voting cm 
amendment No. 184 and the new proviso is accepted, then all these 
amend men is will be useless. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is why I am asking (lie different intending 
movers to move their amendments at this stage to enable the House to 
decide which of them should be accepted— the Hou’Ide Member’s 
amendment or any other. 

Kiwi fchadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I move this amend- 
ment and also an alternative amendment to amendment No. 184 Y I 
Want to change the proviso to amendment No. 184 by adding certain 
words to it so that if this motion is rejected amendment No. 187 will 
remain. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it that you want to add? 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 want to substitute the 
words “five thou sand*' for the words “ten thousand'* in proviso (a) to 
clause 40(7; . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Can't you move an amendment to that effect in 
the event of the Hon'ble Member’s amendment being earned? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AftlZUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case I shall go on with the amendment* 
as they staiid. In the meantime you may write out your new 
amendment 

u> 

/Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: I beg to move that in proviso (a) to 
clause 40(7), in line 2, for the words “ten thousand" the words ‘'five 
thousand" be substituted. 

• • 

Sir, tbe reason which has actuated me to move this amendment is 
this. The Chairman of tbe BoafrI is empowered to sanction an estimate 
or accept a contract to the*extent of Rs. 10,000. I tlynk, Sir, that this 
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f pow^r is rather excessive. Every contract and every estimate should 
ordinarily come before* the Board. Only in cases of contracts and 
estimates of minor importance the Chairmen might be given the final 
power. Rs. 10,000 is a big sum and I feel, Sir, that a contract or an 
estimate involving an expenditure of that amount should receive the 
approval of the Board. That is why I consider that Rs! 5,0iD ffl&uld 
be the utmost limit of the power of the Chairman in connection with a 
contract or an estimate. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN8UPTA: Sir, I support the motion 
of Maulvi A bul Mna»m, The Hon’ble Member has referred to the 
burnt child. Well, there are burnt children other than the Govern- 
ment and there are reason to fear that this power, unless it is curtailed, 
will lead to abuse. There will be fire ahead. As I said, one has got 
to be afraid of the abuse. If the Hon’ble Member is afraid of abuse of 
power by the Board, there are good reasons to be afraid of abuse of 
power by the Chairman of the Board and abuse of the control by Govern- 
ment itself. In these respects we are in the position of burnt children. 
We know bow the Government are tuking time giving their sanction in 
respect of the electric schemes of the Calcutta Corporation. 

Kftzi EMDADUL HO0UE: Sir, I move that instead of “ten 
thousand’* the 'fords “one thousand’’ be substituted. We do not like 
that larger power should be given lo the Chairman in the matter of the 
estimate. We want to give much less power than what is contemplated 
in the Bill. 1 want that the power should be restricted to rupees one 
thousand only. 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah moved that in proviso (b) to clause 
40(f), in lines 2 and 3, for the words “one lakh of rupees,” the words 
► “fifty thousand rupees” be substituted, and delivered a speech in 
Bengali in support of it. 

The fallowing is a translation of his speech: — 

Mr. President, Sir, a project, costing af lakh of rupees is no matter 
of joke. It may necessitate a close consideration of many a problem 
affecting the internal affairs of the country. Hence, if the Board is 
entrusted with the ultimate authority of dealing with such big projects 
there is always the dauger that the interests of the public 'may not be 
properly attended to. It is, therefore, desirable not to delegate to the 
Board the authority of disposing of projects costing a lakh of rupees but 
to give it powers sufficient to deal with projects worth Ra. 50,000 only. 
Any scheme bating more than R&.^OOfr should be finally decided upon 
by the Lo$al Government, and this will provide for every matter 
touching public welfare being brought ^"tlte notice of the Gove rnmen t 
With these points I beg to move the amendment standing in my name. 
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.. Tht HMPfeto MM Nawab MM., Mr AtOKLKKRIM 

CHUZNAVI, «f OIMnrt I shall W wtremfly brief. I oppoA all 
these ameldmeuts. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Mautwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I move that in tin* 
eve*t^>fcthe ^lon’ble Member’s amendment (No. 184 V being carried, 
the words “ten thousand" in proviso (a) to clause 40(f) be substituted 
by, the words •“£?© thousand . " Sir, part of this has already been 
explained. Sir, ij is no question of confidence or no confidence: an 
officer drawing Rs. 3,000 may be given the power to sanction an 
estimate of a lakh of rupees or a contract ol£#. HMH10 under certain 
circumstances. The question is whether the Legislature should entrust 
the duty of sanctioning a contract of 11s. 10,000 to the Chairman. That 
is a matter to be judged. This Board has not yet functioned. We do 
not know how the Board is going to function and what sort ol person 
the Chairman is going te be. That being so, it is eminently desirable 
that the Legislature should so draft the Act as to make it such that 
there may not be any unnecessary abuse of power. I do not question 
that it may sometimes be impossible for an officer to carry on fbo work, 
but at th% same time I do feel that this House should put certain 
restraint on the officer. After all, Sir, we are not dealing with tt large 
amount of money aud if the Chairman is" empowered to sanction a 
particular project, he can finish all the money. That Is why I feel that 
it is reasonable that the Chairman's power of sanctioning in, thn case oi 
contracts should not exceed Us. 5,000. As I say, this is n new thing 
and we have absolutely no idea how this will function. It may be thill 
as a result of 5 years’ working or so it may be necessary to give more 
powers to the Chairman, but in the initial stages 1 think it is wisdon 
that there should be a certain amount of restraint, especially becaum 
the Chairman can sanction 50 projects. Sir, may I be permitted to say 
that we do not like that all the irrigation budgets should be exhausted 
in sectional houses or in the houses of the engineers ? 


Mr. L. R. FAWCUI: ffhere is one point which, 1 am afraid, th< 
Khan Bahadur has overlooked and that is that maintenance works have 
to be done very quickly. Supposing, Sir, syme revetment on the ban! 
of a river has gone wrong and it is necessary to spend immediately 
a comparatively small sum, say, from Us. 5,000 to Us. 10,000 on it it 
order to save a possible expenditure of half a lakh later on. I submit, 
Sir, that the Chairman should lie able to do that at once of bis own 
power rather than wait for a month, it may be longer, in order to obtain 
the sanction of the Board. l ean assure this House that criterion ol 
Ba. 10,0Q0 was arrived at after conJtierable discussion and aonsultatior 
with experts, and it is belieye^^h** tt is in the interest of all concemec 
that this amount of power slfRiuil be given to th% executive officers. 

• £ * % • 



GOTEBNMEflT BILLS 


m 


P3th F*b., 


The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque that for the 
word# “ten thousand” the words “five thousand’ 1 be substituted 'in 
proviso (a) in amendment No. 184 of the Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab 
Bahadur Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi, of Dildfiar, was put and lost. • 

The motion being then put a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Atari, Rawatuia Kkvtji Mikiairi, Kkaa Mt- 

tor. 

Amur**!, Mr. W. L. 

SSL Baka ft.MII Kaaiar. 

Baft, S* I laMk lirri Okuftrt 
Bwtrji, Dal Bakaiar laDvaira Nall. 

Baraia, Sal laMft Pmkuu. 

Strata*, Bata Prvafcarl. 

Barir UMI*, Khan laklk Maalvi Makaatatt*. 
Bftrkaijrrt, Mr. M. 

Baft* at lay, Mr. 4. M. 

Ofcawlkary, Haji kail Akaiai. 

Oakaa, Mr* 0. 4. 

Oaia, Mr. B. It. 

Dtrtt, Mr. 8. I. 
lifter, Mr. N. «. A. 

Partial, IN NaaHv Rawak K. ft. M., Kkaa Baka. 
iar. 

Favcaa, Mr. L. t. 

•kaaa, tka Nm'Jm* fir Okara Okaaiar. 

Bfcataavi, HA Maa'kta AJkaiJ Nawak Bafcatar 
Sir AMatkarfai, af IHMaar. 

•takrift, Mr. R. N. 

•laitHaf, Mr. 0. 

Baka, Baka prvfalta Kaattr. 
taka, Mr. P. N. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. R. 

Haft, Mr. •. t. 

Haapar, Mr. 8. 8. 

Haaaaia, Maalvi Latafat. 


AH, Maalvi Haaaaa. 

Bakak, Maalvi Syti Malta 
Baatrjl, Mr. P. 

Ban, Baka IMHrt Ratk. 

Baaa, Mr. Raraaira Kaattr, 

Bata, Mr. t. M. 

tk aaika rt , Baka Kiikarl Makaa. 
tkaaikary, Maalvi Marat Aknr. 

FaaHtflak, Maalvi Makawtaai. 

Mafia, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi Aalaal. 

The M A t ves“ being 50 and the “1 


Kaai«, Maalvi Atari. 

Kkaa, Mr. Itataar lUkaiaa. 

Marita, Mr. 0. M. 

MtMvr, Mr. 0. B. 

MWar, Mr. B. B. 

Mtttra, Baka karat Bkaaira. 

Rtf, Baka lak Lta 

Raaiy, Makaraja art* Bkaaira. af Kavlaikatar. 
Rad*aiiia, tfca Maa’kta Mr. KkwaJa. 

Rickall, Mr. 0. K. 

Rakvvm, Mr. A. 

Ray, Baka Rtftaira Rarayaa. 

Rvii, tka HA’Ma Mr. It. R. 

Ray, tka Maa'lta Sir BJJay Praaai klafk. 

Ray, Mr. lailaawar Bitfk. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kaatar. 

Ray, Mr. i. R. 

Ray Bkaaakari, Baka Haat Bkaaira. 
lakaaa, Baka latya Kiakar. 
larktr, Ral Bakaiar Rakatl Makaa. 

Urn, Ral tafclk Akikay Kaatar. 

Baa, Mr. B. R. 
tkafc, Maalvi AMal Haatii. 
flaka. Raja Bakaiar Bkapaaira Rarayaa, af 
RaaMpar. 

•aamar, Mr. 6. R. 

Tkaatpava, Mr. W. M. 

Tawaaai, Mr. M. P. V. 

WUklaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

Waaiktai, tka Maa’Ma Mr. J. A. 


Mafaa, Kaci I nit i al . 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Makkapaikyaya, Ral tafcfk karat Bkaaira. 
Qaaaaat, Maalvi Akat. 

RiImr, Maalvi AMsar. 

Ral Mahaaal, Maalaira Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Ifcaari Sfcakkaraawar. 
laaMti. Maalvi Akin. 

Baa Bapta, Dr. Hariak B k a aira. 
ttafk, trijat Ta| Bakaiar. 

Lies” 20, the motion was carried. 


Hr. W. H. THOMPSON: Mr. President, Sir, will you^permit me 
to draw your attention and the attention of the House to the fact that 
during the last few minutes the bell has rung three times, and we hate 
had three divisions which Government have ultimately won. The neces- 
sity for ringing the bell was due* to the feeble shouting from the 
Government benches which led you to conclude that the opinion of the 
House was against the mdtion. I am not sure whether to put that 
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about merely to excessive old age o! tlie member# of the Goryni* 
mint benches or to the fact that nibst of the Government member# were 
not present in the Chamber % May 1 draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to this and request him to nee that his subordinates are present? 


^|f#iytIt|OENT: Anyway* 1 hope Mr. Thompson may, hereafter, 
find some improvement, as I have sent them to the lobby three times to 

wake thenfup.^ * 

• (ThejCouncil wjs then adjourned for prayer.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Having regard to the decision which the House 
has reached in respect of amendment No. 184, the motions moved by 
Maulvi Abul Quasem and Muulvi Abdul Hamid Shah fail. 

The motion that elaUHf 40. an amended, and clause 41 stand part of 
the Hill was then put and agreed to. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: 1 beg to nwr* that 

clause 42 (^) be omitted. 

Sir, by this clause the Hoard is compelled to take thaigsisof such 
liuuhiuery, tools, dredgers and equipment as the Local Government 
may make over to them free of cost. However the clause n uy have 
been worded, it refers to the making over of the famous dredgers, and 
thi* piopn^al is based on the recommendation of the JJopfkyns Committee. 
In order to enable the Council to judge of this recommendation. I will 
just place some portion of the Report before the Council. After 
making that recommendation, they say on pages 26-27 of their 
Report : — 

“This arrangement may at first sight appear to be unduly favouiable 
to the Trust, hut we do not consider this to be the case. If the service 
of the loans for the dredgers is taken into consideration, the average 
annual loss on navigation M 

TIM HonTNt Alttadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABOELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: What is the paragraph number? 

Dr. NAJKESH CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: 1 thought the Hon Ida 

Member was more familiar with this Report — paragraph 132. “ 

works is about Rs. 15 lakhs and to this extent under the principle 
which we have enunciated, the Trust is entitled to a grant fjbm 
Government. With Rs. 10 lakhs a year available for loan service, the 
Trust could afford to purchase new aredgers to replace theefive which 
it is proposed to transfer to them, the cost of such vessels having fallen 
considerably since the ['oicley and Ronald thay were purchased. 
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Indeed, from the Trust's point of view, this arrangement would, fie 
* preferable, as ttie Cowley and Romldthay are larger than is necessary 
for the work at present required and coul^ well be replaced by some- 
what less powerful machines. This would leave the Government ‘with 
the existing dredgers on their hands and with responsibility for conti- 
nuing to pay interest and to repay the balance of th£ prificii>cl at 
charge. As the dredgers would probably prove unsaleable, the alter- 
native which we have mentioned is clearly the better for Government. 

It is in accordance with our original proposition that all income i 
.derived from new sources of revenue should be available for extensions 
<4f the work at present undertaken." Sir, the* is all the reason for 
which the Hopkyns Committee recommends that these dredgers should 
be made over to the Board, not that the Board has any particular use 
for them so far as the Cowley anti RonaUUhay are concerned. On the 
cautery, the Board possibly has no use for them. It would be advis- 
able and preferable for Government to sell these two dredgers, but still 
they f nj^st^mnke them over to the Board, and why? Because they are 
to ^ive them gratis. Sir, this charity of the two dredgers is 
no4 JRHoh^a simple thing as it looks. We all know the cost of main- 
taining these two dredgers and also their absolute inutility from 
the point of view of the Boat'd. Nevertheless, so soon as the Govern- 
ment chooses to say “you take these two dredgers,’’. the Board will have 
to take them under this clause. T submit, Sir, that the Hopkyns Com- 
mittee has made nut no ground whatsoever for compelling the Board 
to tuke these dodgers over. If this clause were not there, even then 
Government might negotiate with the Board with a view to make over 
such of the dredgers and other tools and machinery as the Board might 
And useful for them and the terms may l>e settled by negotiation with 
Government. But Government is not prepared to wait for that negotia- 
tion; they are in a hurry to get rid of these burdensome dredgers and 
throw them off their shoulders and advantage is taken by Government 
of the opportunity given by the creation of this Board to tie their hands 
for ever with regard to this matter: the Board cannot say “no," if 
the Government say that we won’t give you anything else but these 
dredgers free of cost. You saddle the Boa*'d with the cost of mainten- 
ance of these dredgers without any prospects of selling them if they 
prove unworkable. The reasonable arrangement would be to constitute 
the Board first of all and let them think out how far they will go in 
the matter of taking ovet the plant and machinery. The reason for 
this course of compelling the Board to take over the tools, etc., is diffi- 
cult to imagine, unless it is to be supposed that the whole purpose of the 
Bill is not to develop the navigable channels of the country, but simply 
to get rid of .this obnoxius burden — the dredgers. 

I.'-* 

Khan Bahatfur MU HAMM AO ABDUL MOWNi Although I lave 
not moved my previous amendment, which has been moved by Dr. Sen 
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Gnpta, I wish to move the next one which stands in my name, namely, 
that for the word “shall” the word “may” be substituted, etc. Itls on 
the same Tines as the previous amendment but i have modified it some* 

whdt. V 


M| Bahadur Mllllvi AZIZUL HAQUEl The next amendment 
stands in my name and I submit that that amendment also may be 
taken to^bthe^ with the Khan Bahadur Momin’s amendment, 

# The* HonW AlhadJ Hawaii Bahadur itr ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Oilduar: That is a little different from Khan Bfth%» 
dur Momin’s amendment. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: I think only 205 may l>e moved at this stagj^ 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I beg to moVetUnt ^ 

in clause 42 t/), in lime 1, for the word “shall” the word “may* he 
substituted and in lines 4 to (>, for the words “subject ft! naciplplvftic- 
lions as regard* sale or disposal thereof as may l>e detenfOOed 
Local Government” the words ‘ on such terms and condfttattlvkfc fcay 
be arranged between the Ixicnl Government and the Board Sn tlfts 
behflfff” be substituted. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta lias already explained to you the 
inequity of the arrangement which is contemplated in clause 42. Whftt 
that clause contemplates is that the Government, jf they choose, may 
make over any dredgers or any instrument or machinery, etc., to the 
Board, and ihe Board will have no option to refuse such a gilt, but 
shall have to accept all these dredgers and in return they will have to 
maintain, repair and do everything else in commotion with them at 
their own cost ; they will not have any authority to dispose of them or 
to sell them ! I do not think, Sir, anybody has ever heard of a gift 
like this, where all the power is kept in the hands of the giver and no 
option is left with the receiver thereof. If this clause of the Bill is 
insisted on, people may be excused for assuming that the whole intention 
of Government in framing this Bill is only to get rid of these two 
dredgers, which have Wen a sort of white elephant to Government, 
because here they will compel the Board to maintain these dredgers 
and for their maintenance the amount of money that Government is 
proposing^ give to the Board in another clause is about R«. 2,31,000, 
tvhich will be required entirely for the maintenance of the two dredgers. 
At first I wanted that the whole clause may be omitted, but I was told 
that there should be some such statutory provision by which it rod^r be 
permissible to the Board to take over dredgers and other things made 
over by Government. That being sS, the amendment which I have just * 
Jaoved provides that the Board “may* take over but not “shall” take 
wver and also it shall do^t under conditions which may be determined 
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between the Board and the Local Government subject to such reetric- 
n tions*as regards disposal or sale thereof as may be determined by’ the 
Local Government on such terms and conditions as may be arranged 
between the Local Government and the B$ard in this behalf. Bt is 
only fair that, when n man makes a gift to me and I am willing to 
accept that gift, there should be some arrangement as ragarcla vhfi is 
going to maintain that gift and in what w’ay it may be disposed of. If 
the arrangement is not favourable or if I do 'not like f the gift, why 
should I be compelled to take it? It is not fair that the Board if thqy 
do not consider the Coichy and RonaJdnhay of any u&e to them, should 
still be compelled to take them, k is like giving me a white elephant, 
compelling me to keep and feed it and then to keep it in a show-case. 
It is a thing which is absolutely inequitable and cannot be supported. 
I, therefore, move this motion. 

v‘ 

_ Kh»n Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I to move that in 
clause 42 (/), in lines G to 8, for the words'* beginning with “Local 
Government” and ending with “working the same,” the following he 
. substituted, namely: — 

* “Loral Government and subject to such financial arrangements as 
may he made between the Board and the Local Government as regards 
maintaining, repairing tin* same. The Board shall thereupon bear all 
neceasury expenses in maintaining, repairing, altering, improving or 
working the same.” 

The Hon’ble Alhad) Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZHAVI, of Oilduar: To shorten the discussion 1 may say that I 
am prepared to accept this particular amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I may say that my 
amendment virtually is the same, hut I should like to make my position 
clear. There have been two amendments moved and to avoid mis- 
understanding I am to explain that if you give j>ower to the Board to 
refuse or accept these dredgers, then one of the purposes for which 
this Board has been created fails. I am also to explain that oue of the 
main objects which the Agricultural Commission visualises is that there 
should be entire separation of navigation as well us irrigation. Now 
thereafter the Hopkyns Committee was appointed and they also accept- 
ed that recommendation and made a detailed suggestion th/d naviga- 
tion should alt4>gether be separated. Let us visualise that these 
dredgers are not given by the Government as Khan Bahadur M. A. 
Momiu and Dr. Sen Gupta surmise. Then what would be the posi- 
tion? The Government will have to maintain certain staff as also the 
* Board willjutve to* carry on navigation. Naturally there will be 
absolutely no restriction as to what was contemplated by the Board 
as well as the Hopkyns Committee Report. What I feel is that the 
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language of the section is * subject to such restrictions a# regard# ^aala 
or^disposal thereof a# may be determined by the Local Government. 11 * 
If that ldhguage remains, the Board will not have power to sell or 
dispose subject to any rest Action as the Government might choose to 
impose. But if my amendment is accepted, the Board will hove the 
power** o sell^mbject only to such restriction as the T<ocal Government 
migft cfoose to impose and the Board will have to accept this, and I 
think thats it is a necessary evil in these circumstances. In the present 
^ case, if there #ere no dredger such as Ronald shay and Cowley, and if 
life Bengal Government was not saddled with them, then l understand 
these powers should remain. It is, jL feel, not an immediate evil, but 
it is an evil. It is therefore tatter in the present state of affairs to 
have dual control between the Government uml the Board as regards 
navigation, which leaves open to the Board, accept such financial 
assistance, us to make it liable for any extra <‘ost. 

Dr. NARE8H CHAKDRA 8EN CUPTAl My submi-wion is th»f * 
this amendment carries us no further than the cluuse in the Bill itself. 
Instead of sayiug “subject to such restrictions as regards sale 01 dispo* % 
sal thereof as ma\ ta determined by the Ijocal Government/' we wish ft 
to hi^ve “Object to such financial arrangements as may ta made 

between the Board and the TjdcuI Government ” It does not 

\ dualise what would happen if the Government and the Board fail to 
come to any agreement. The Board shall then have to take, they shall 
he ton ed to take, charge of the dredgers and it is bound to take charge 
subject to the restriction as regards sule or disposal. The Board shall 
take charge, but shall not ta bound to maintain and repair unless a 
satisfactory arrangement is made by the Government. My friend Khan 
Bahadur Azizul Haque suggests that unless this clause remains, one 
of the main purposes of the Bill will fail. I aiu sure he is right, 
because the main purpose of the Bill is to get rid of this old nmn of 
the sea from the shoulders of the Huu’hle Mr. Kiftdbad. Besides the 
Khan Bahadur thinks that it would ta u greut evil because Government 
will have to muintaiu a staff for navigation purposes, i am afraid 
the Khan Bahadur has not ^ud the Bill with the care which we usually 
associate with him because, if you look at sub-section (2) % you will 
tind : “The Ijocal Government may, by notification, declare which of 
tie? navigable channels other than canals us defined in the Bengal 
Irrigation ^Act, 1870, etc,, shall for the purposes of the Act ta main* 
tained, controlled and administered by the Board." The Government 
may choose to declare that only Padma and Jamuna and the channel# 
leading from Calcutta to the Padma should ta handed over loath# 
Hoard, and l should not ta surprised if this was the first thing done by 
the Government. If they do that, the Government* #i 11 stiy be reapon* * 
eible for a certain amount of navigation. As far as the Calcutta port 
i* concerned, no doubt the Board will not ta responsible. But the 
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proviso to the section says that not only the rivers but all navigablt 
tiveb leading to the Port of Calcutta will be otftside the scope of (he 
Board. Well, it follows that a number of channels and rivers will 
have to be under the charge of Government and Government willfcave 
to maintain a staff for the purposes of taking charge of these. Both 
the arguments of the Khan Bah^ur fail, and it would s%rve no«u§eful 
purpose except creating a deadlock by which the dredgers will have to 
be taken over by the Board, but no arrangement made for their main- 
tenance. 


The Hon’hle Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI, 
Of Dilduari As a matter of rule, I said in the early part of the debate 
that in cale of those hon'ble members who would kindly move their 
amendments with brevity, I should be willing to accept those amend- 
ments, The Khan Bahadur has not exercised brevity, but I make an 
exception in this case and shall accept the amendment. The hon’ble 
doctor is wrong in charging the Khan Bahadur with not reading into 
the clause the various explanations put forth by him. I do not 
wonder. The Khan Bahadur is neither an eminent jurist like him, 
nor a philosopher, and I say that he is not able to read in all these 
various amendments other than what is really plain and broad English. 
It must he that the doctor targets that, the Jlopkyns Committee begun 
with the very paragraph, a part of' which he read hut took great care 
to omit that where they said thpt “An important item of the expendi- 
ture now incurred, which has been excluded from the figures previously 
quoted, is the service of the loans raised for the purchase of the two 
dredgers Munalfhhay and ( oirln/ amounting to ubout Us. 1(K lakhs 
per annum. This should Continue to be borne by the Loral Govern- 
ment. The dredgers h\ question, together with the Voycr* % Alejamha 
and Bur (I uan should he made over to the Trust free, but rather than 
that the hum should also he transferred with a grant to enable it to lie 
defrayed, we consider that it will be preferable for the l/ocal Govern- 
ment to continue to accept responsibility for it. This arrangement 
may at first sight appear to lie unduly favourable to the Trust, but we 
do not consider this to be the case,” Therefore the Expert Committee 
thought that this arrangement really was unduly favourable to the 
Trust, but they explained that it would not be unduly favourable either 
to the Trust or the Government, but they adopted something in the 

* nature of a via media and compromise between the Board and the 
Government. Furthermore, the doctor as a member whose heart bleeds 
when he talks of the people of the country fend tax-payeri, baa not 
realised, that it will relieve the tax-payers of*ih$ great bttxjen which # 
the Government will continue to shoulder, which is, that the Board 

* will all theutfme h*ve the use of the dredgers. Now the dredgers have 
l*een called famous; their fame apparently has not reached the doctor 
as yet, because he must realise now that Che object with which thife. 
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it created is mainly to improve navigation. That connote# the , 
um of dredgers as something that is essential and we cannot do without 
the dredgers. If they remain unemployed as they have been, there is 
something to be said, but now the machinery that has been created 
will be able to employ these dredgers. The dredgers forp an important 
parted athe fhachinery. Therefore, It is not correct to say that no 
dredgers jre necessary.. On the contrary, they are most necessary. 
He has failed to realise that there is nothing in the Bill which prevents 
i their safe by the Jtoard. Nothing of the kind. This point has been 
explained by the Khan Bahadur and there is nothing in the clause read 
or in the Bill which empowers the Board to effect u sale. Furthermore, 
at the time of retrenchment, there was every intention on the part of 
Government to .effect the sole of some of these dredgers and correspond- 
ence as regards the sale is still going on and is likely to give good results 
within a short time. In spite of hearing all that, I wonder how he made 
a statement of the kind •which he has ynade. The amendment, which 
is proposed by the Khan Bahadur, is, 1 think, eminently reasonable 
and fair to both •parties—- the Government and the Board. I think it is 
an improvement on what was decided upon by the Select Committee 
and, therefore, in order to make it perfectly clear, l>otk as regards 
Gov^nment and the Board, I should accept this amendment and thereby 
improve what might have been somewhat ambiguous ns regards rela- 
tions between the Boat'd, and the Government with regard to the 
dredgers. I, therefore, oppose, the amendments moved by I)r. Sen Gupta 
and Khan Bahadur If. A. Momin and accept the amendment moved by 
Khan Bahadur Asiaul Ilaque., 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta’s motion that clause 42, sub-section 
(/), be omitted was put and bat. 


Khan Bahadur Maufti AZIZUL HAQUZ: On a point of procedure. 
Would it not be better if clause 205 were divided into two parts? The 
first part is the substitution of the word “may” for “shall” and the 
other part is 4 an integral part of the amendment. If these two are 
separated, it would be bettqj. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For what reasons? 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Because the real 
point in this clause may not be obligatory, but should be optional, and 
if the word “shall” is substituted for “may,” then there are many who 
would probably agree that the word “may” may not agree with*the 
other portion about arrangements, and so forth. 

• • V 

* V • f 

Mr. PREBIDENT: And you think that the two parts are independ* 

fnt of each Other and in any case hot insuperably connected? 

% • 



4d GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Hit Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 

Of Dikluar: f don't mind the division into ttfo. I would 0 point out 
thill the second part seem# all right. I oppose the first part. 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Generally in a matter lil^e this ye leans it to 
the discretion of the mover of the amendment, unless of course fliere 
are serious objections, and I am convinced that in the present case 
there is no objection to doing this, because the two parts are quite 
independent of each other. *• 

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul MorniVs motion was then divided 
into two parts as follows: — 

The motion that in clause 42 (7), in line 1. for the spord “shall” the 
word “may” be substituted being put a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AM, Maaivi HUMR. 

Alt, Maaivi lyxd Nxuxhar. 

Armxtraaf, Mr. W. L. 

Bakxh, Maaivi lyad Majid. 

Blrkmyra, Mr. N. 

Chaadburi, Khan Bahadur Maaivi Allmuzztmin. 
ObaadharJ, Baka Klxharl Makati. 

Okaadkari, Maaivi lyad Oxmaa Haidar. 
Obawdfcary, Maaivi Akdal Bbani. 

Cbaadhary, Maaivi Naral Abxar. 

•ala, Mr. B. ft. 

PaMallah, Maaivi Makammad. 

Hakiai, Maaivi A Mai. 

HHaa, Kkaa Bakadar Maaivi Avisai. 

Hafaa, Rati Imdadat. 


AYE8. 

j Hoxxaln, Maaivi Mabaaiaiad. 

Kkaa, Kkan Bakadar Maaivi Maaxxam All. 
I Kkaa, Maaivi Tamixaddla. 

! Millar, Mr. 0. 0. 

] Mamin, Khan Bakadar Mnhamaiad Akdal. 

Mukkopadhyaya, Rai tablh karat ChaadOL. 
Nlebalf, Mr. C. K. 

Qaaaam, Maaivi Akal. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdar-. 

Rahmaa, Maaivi Axlxar. 

•ay, taka Khtttar Mahan. 

Bad Bayta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 

I hah, Maaivi Akdal Hamid. 

* tlk|k, Irijat Ta| Bakadar. 

„ lamarr, Mr. C. R. 


NOE$. '* - 


Atial, Nawakxada Khoraja Makammad, Kkaa 
Bakadar. 

Bal, Baka lalit Kama/. 

BanarJI, Rai Bakadar latlaadra Hath. 

•Mir Uddla, Kkaa laMb Maaivi Makammad. 

•aaa, Mr. •. M. 

•attamlay, Mr. d. M. 

Bahaa, Mr. D. d. 

Path Mr. «. B. 

MW. Mr. It. ft. A* 

Parafxd, tka Haa'Ma Nawab K. B. M., Kkaa 
Pavtat, Mr. L R. 

•beta, tka Haa'Ma Mr Ohara Bkaadar. 

BfettMVI, tka Haa’Ma AlbadJ Naarak Bakad« r 
Mr AMMkarka, at Ditdaar. 

BHahrtat, Mr. K. K. 

Btaddtaf, Mr. 0. 

Baka, Mr. P. N. 

NtCfeftr. B.P. 


ft aapar, Mr. B. Q. 

Naxaln, Na*U Maxharraf, Kkan Bakadar. 
Haxxain, Maaivi Utafat 
Khan, Mr. Raxaar Rahmaa. 

Mittar. Mr. S. C. 

Nasimaddia, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Khwtfa. 
Rakaxm, Mr. A. 

Ray Obawdhary, Mr. K. B. 

Raid, IN Haa'Ma Mr. R. H. 

Ray, the Haa'Ma Mr II Jay Praxad Magh. 
Ray, Mr. I. R. 

Ray Ckaadhari, Baka Ham OhMdr*. 


•akaaa, Baka »MP> Kl 
•arkdhM Ba ka da r m 
H UUMk Akakay 
M.1M4R. 
Tawaaad. Mr. If. P. V. 


WMkiaaaa, Mr. H. It 
Waadfcaad, tka Haa'Ma Mr. d. A. 


The “Ayes” being ;U) and the "Noes” 37, the motion was lost. 

. The nyftion that in clause 42 ‘(7), in lines 4 to 6, for *the words 
"subject to such restrictions as regards sale or disposal thereof as may 
be determined by the Local Government” t^e words ** on such tern# 






4 Shan Bahadur MnulrifArinil Haque's motion was then put i.ml 
Rgr&d'to. 


Jl» Hoti’bla Alhadj Numb Bahadur Sir .ABDELKERIM 
CRUZNAVI, of Ditduar: J l>eg to mov^ that for the proviso to clause 
42(2), th# following proviso be substituted, namely: — 

• Provided that no navigable channel within such limits as may 
have been declare?! under the Indian Ports Act, 1908, to be tbe limits 
of the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong, and of the navigable rivers 
and channels leading to the said ports shall he placed under the control 
and administration of the Board/* 

Sir, I shall be very brief because I think this is uum* or less self- 
explanatory. There is already an Act, I mean the Indian Ports Act 
ot 1908, and such being the case we cuupot ask -the Port Commissioners 
to hand over their job to thU Tiu»t. Therefore, that must be excluded 
and for that reason this amendment has been put in to make tbe posi- 
tion dear. 


qian Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEi May I ask a question of 
the Ilon’hle Member P l find that lie hus drafted that “provided that 
no navigable channel as may have been declared under the Indian 
Ports Act** shall be phoed under the Board. The difficulty comes in 
"hen he puts in the words “and ol the navigable rivers and channels 
leading to the said 'ports/’ Knelt navigable rive is and channels nay he 
the Ilooglily, Churni, *Mufhnbhanga^uml many other channels. Is it 
contemplated that these will be nut of the jurisdiction of the Board 
so far as their control is concerned? 


Tl»a Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
jQHUZNAVI, of Oilduar: The Khan Bahadur will he easily satisfied 
Tf 1 tell him that the intention is nothing of the kind. If he had read 
the Act carefully and ascertained the facts, he would not have hud to 
take the trouble to put this <juestion to me. The actual position is tbit: 

e have navigable rivers anti channels leading to the said ports, lertnin 
portions of which are within the limits of the waterways under that 
Act. The words are quite clear: ‘‘Provided that no navigable channel 
wi*hiu such limits as may turve been declared under the Indian Polls 
Act, 1908, *to be the limited the port* of Calcutta anti Chittagong, 
and of tbe navigable rivers nnd channels leading to the mid ports shall 
be placed under the control ami administration of the Board.” Tbe 
words ”#uch limits** cover navigable rivers. I submit this is quite 
clear. 

Khw^ Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEi Since the Hon’ble 

^ember's inflntion is not # to bring in those portions, would it not be 
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posJ^ble for the legislative Department to put the matter in a wav Jti 
which it may be quite intelligibly # 


The Hon’ble AfhadJ Ntwab Bahadur Sir ABDELKEfelM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: At first when I read it myself I thought 
that I had better consult the legislative Department, aftid Iaattuallv 
insulted them. They said it was quite all right. I asked them if it 
could be made clearer, but they said it was all right, t 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I submit that it should 
be provided that the Local Government shall have the right to declare 
that any navigable channel is within such limits as may have been 
declared under the Indian Ports Act, 1908, to be the limits of the ports 
of Calcutta and Chittagong. I think the power of the Local Govern- 
ment should he put in the section itself so that there may not be any 
difficulty of interpretation. . 


Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, may I move a short 
notice amendment to make the meaning quite clear. I take it to mean 
that navigable rivers or channels which fall into the river IJooghly 
are to be excluded. If that is so, the addition of the following Voids 
after the words “said ports” will serve the purpose : ‘‘the mouths of 
which fall within the area of those ports.” I think that will make 
the meaning quite clear. 

Mr. R. N. GILCHRIST: Sir , may I point out that these words are 
taken from the Indian Ports Act rind the declaration is made under 
the Indian Ports Act. Therefore, the course suggested by Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta is impossible. 

Khtn Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Under this section Jtoto ' 
are leaving no scope to the Government 


Mr. R. N. GILCHRIST: ‘ Navigable rivers and channels leading 
to the said ports” are the words of the Indian Porta Act. It is only 
those areas that are declared to be within such limits that we are 
concerned with. 

Khu» Bahwlur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, the explanation 
given by the Government member has made the point clear to me at 

lasf. s- “ ^ 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir Ahd.lWiwfr’ Bli nw. .;’. 
motion war then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next amendment falls. 
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SYBD MAJID MjCIHl Sir, I may say at ilia outset J&at 
if |''iad bpen allowed to speak on the previous amendment- — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tha? is a different matter altogether. You 
cannot move your amendment No. 211 as it is covered by (he decision 
taken ike eHouse in respect of the previous one. 

Mautvis EYED MAJID BAJCSH: 1 admit, Sir, if the amendment 
which I am gSing to move is carried, the previous amendment falls 
ti&ough? • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that you cannot omit certain words 
from the amendment which has already been carried. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKSH: 1 am going to omit certain words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: IJow can you do that when those words have 
already been accepted by the House. * 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, 1 have not been nble to make 
myself clear up to this time just as it happened the other day. A 
subst^ntivJ portion of the section contains the words “navigable rivers 
and channels lead to the said port” and the amendment also contains 
the same words. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Any way, your proposal is to take out certain 
words which the House has already accepted. 1 cannot allow you to 
do that. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I gave notice of an amendment 
and 1 have not yet been allowed to move it just like the other day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by other day? 

1 do not think it is any good referring to what happened on a 
previous occasion. When the House has accepted the amendment, you 
cannot take out words from it to nullify the whole or any part of that 
decision. • 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I am only asking for some opinion 
from you. It is this, that since amendment No. 210 is going to coter 
amendmenj No. 211, is it not my privilege to move that amendment 
first and then to have a discussion? 

P r « PRESIDENT: Certainly not. The House has already accepted 
ainendment^Tfo. 210 with their eyes open. I rule that amendment 
No. 21J ftfls. ^ . 

The^ipotion tfcll clause 42, as amended, stand part of the Bill waa 
jmt and agreed to. w 

4 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQl£; I beg to move that in 
clause 4 3 (a), in line 7, for the word “navigation,” the words “this ^ct” 
be substituted. 

• • , 

With your permission, Sir, I also move that in clause 4d {b) f in line 
1, for the word “navigation/’ the word^ “this* Act” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir* ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar: I accept both the amendments. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I beg to move that after the proviso to 
clause 44 («), the following proviso be added, viz.: — 

“Provided further that an appeal shall lie to the Commissioner from 
a decision of the Collector on the question of compensation within sixty 
days from the flute thereof und subject to the result of such appeal the 
decision of the Collector shall he final. “ 

Sir, the object I have in view in moving this amendment is quite 
clear from the language of the proviso 1 have put forward. The 
Collector will arbitrate between a local body or a person and the Water- 
ways Board, hut no appeal is provided in this connection. My object 
is that provision should be made for an appeal from the decision of the 
Collector and that that appeal should be taken to and heard by the Com- 
missioner who is a much senior and experienced officer. In this way 
the party affected and the Waterways Board will have justice clone 
between them. It may be that Government thinks that an appeal will 
lie to the Civil Court, but I think, Sir, that we should avoid the 
possibility of protracted litigation in Civil Courts and we should adopt 
this simpler method which will cause no hardship to unybudv and will 
also put a finality to these proceedings in connection with such com- 
pensation as is piovided for in this clayse. 

Tht Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEMl 1 beg to move that to clause 4'i(b)(i) ? 
filter the word “channels/ 1 the words “ami reclaim and resuscitate 
old ones’* be added. 

Sir, ,*he language of the clause is that the Board may fru%the pur- 
pose of navigation make and open new navigable channels. We all 
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kliih Sir, that there are channel* which are dead or in a dying IQfi* 
dition. It# is desirable that the Waterways Board should also deal 
with such channels while yaking new navigable channels in places 
where no channel existed previously. My object is that old channels 
may alan be taken up by the Board for the purpose of resuscitating 
them, lathint 1 am asking tor nothing that is not intended. It is 
simply clarifying what the (J< *'**' ament intends should he dime under 
the proposed seat ion. 


Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: As fur as 1 can see, the purpose of the 
mover is served by Mih-sertion (b)u») of section •Id, which says that 
the Board may clear, widen, deepen or otherwise improve the exist* 
ing channels wl^ich are under the contitd and administration of the 
Board. That surely includes what the mover wants. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 beg to move that in clause 
43( //Hu), in line*!, alter t lu» word “deepen,” the word “divert” he 
inserted. 

T>m Hon'ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: I ucrept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Babu ICHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 hog to move that to clause 
4‘hhMnt the words “and remove obstructions, in any such channels” 
lie added. 

I have moved this amendment because then* is no provision in the 
Bill by which the Bonn! i* empowered to remove any obstruction 
which may be in any such channels. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dildhar: ^ oppose tlie amendment, because I think 
the words “clear, widen, deepen oi otherwise improve” which are 
already in the sulwdatise would meet what the mover wants. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that in 
clause 43(M(r/>, in line d, at the .*nd, the following be added, 
namely: — * 

“of for improvement of waterways.” 

1 simply formally move this amendment for the sake of brafity at 
hinted at by. the Hon'ble ^tf ember. 
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km Hon'W* Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDEI.KER.ift 
CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed tA 

The motion that clause 43, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 44. 

t 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that in 
clause 44, line o, th.i words “other than navigation*’ be omitted, and 
I do it for this purpose, namely, that the Jjocal Government should 
have some reserve of residual power if it chooses to exercise it, with a 
view to take up channels if it is necessary for tlu purpose of naviga- 
tion. As it is, it will restrict the light of the Local Government to 
take up any channel tor the purpose of navigation. I therefore think 
that this amendment should give certain powers to the Ixicul Govern- 
ment on occasions and in contingencies which may 4 not be foreseen 
to-day, by which it may be possible for the Local Government to take 
lip the impiovement of water (hannels, if they think necessary. f 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I opjsfse the amendment, Sir, as being 
contrary to the spit it <»f the Hill, as contiury to the ideas expressed on 
behalf of the Government by the Hon’lde Member when he asked 
that the Hill be taken into consideration, and as contrary to the Hill 
as accepted by the House before it went to the Select Committee. T 
look upon this amendment as a serious mattei, an insidious 
change to In* introduced at this stage to alter the whole aspect of the 
Hill and make it possible to apply it to waterways which are not for 
pui{M)ses of navigation at all or to impio\e them otherwise than for 
the purpose of navigation; in fact, for any purpose which a district 
boa til might propose. I st rough oppose this amendment and protest 
•gainst the insidious way in which it has been put forward. 

t* 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the hon’ble mem- 
ber please explain where the insidiousness comes ini' 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: I find myself on this occasion in complete 
element with Mr. Thompson. 1 think he has explained the posi- 
tion quite correctly, but he has left something untold and unexplain- 
ed and it<is this; not only do.»s the amendment go against the spirit 
of the Bill, but it also goes somewhat further than what the mover 
has said. It actually defeats the purpose t of the Bill in this sense, 
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it gives power to the Local Government to take away every navi* 
gable channel. This would frustrate the object of the Bill altogether. 
That is not the intention ^for which the Board is being constituted. 
I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 


Th f motion was put and lost. 

The ^notion that clauses 44, 45, 4b, 47 and 48 stand part of the 
Bill was then put and agreed to. 


* Maufvi ABUL’QUASEM: May 1 submit. Sir, certain matters for 
your consideration before I move my amendment? I have given 
notice of a number of amendments, but some of these go together. If 
they are moved separately, they will not have the effect that they 
will have if th£y are taken togcthei. Such motions are Nos. ifltll, *34 
and 2fn. These thiee, if tuk.Mi together, will explain what is passing 
in my mind in refeience to the constitution of district committees. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I tan do no more than allow you to move 
motions **33 amf *34 and make one speec h on them. 


Maulvi* ABUL QUA8EM: Sii, I beg to move that for clause 
49Afo) tin* following be substituted, namely: — 

“o/t 3'he chairman of tin* district liourd, 
and that for clause* *IJ)A (M tin* following lw» substituted, namely: — 

“(5) the Distnot Magistrate* or an officer appointed under section 

41) II “ 


Sir, I want the* chairman <3 the district boa id put first and the 
District Magistrate* put next to him in the* list. The Sclent ('0111111 if tc.> 
has added this chapter to this Bill, and it was not in the* original 
Bill. This Bill to u good many memheis of this House is an unsatis- 
factory Bill, and, if I may say so, with due reaped for the Hon’hle 
Memlier in charge* of the* Bill, I would say that this constitution of 
district committtvs as iccoiimeuded by the* Select Committee is one of 
the most unsatisfactory features of the Bill. Though the election of 
the <*haii limn is left to the committee, yet since* the* Distiid Magis- 
trate is going to he a member rj-offiew and since his name has been 
put first o*e can hardly he blamed if one thinks that the* obvious 
expectation is that the District Magistrate will be elect *1 chairman 
of the district committee. That, Sir, is a retrograde policy. The 
policy of Government in recent times has been consistently this: Au»t 
so far as possible in all committees which are formed for the purpose 
of advising Government the non-official element should predominate 
and that they should have a predominantly non-official character 
about them. When the lyime of the District Magistrate has been put 
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fir»t # and when it is vary likely feat the District Magistrate is goiifg 
to be elected chairman of the district committee, you will e take away 
from the purely advisory district commit^e the non-official character 
which I think should attach to it. The district board chairman should 
for very cogent reasons be the chairman e.r -officio of this body. Sir, 
under section 89, I believe, of the Bengal Loral Self-Govern^nbnt Act 
all streams, channels and water-courses are for the purposes of the 
Bengal l^ocal Self-Government Act vested in the district 'board. It 
is the district board which already deals with the wnter-cogrses and 
channels which the Trust will be called upon to deal with in future, 
so that t lie district board is the body closely interested in improving 
the waterways in a district, and as the district hoard already deals 
with these waterways and channels, tlu* chairman of the district 
board is the person most fitted to preside over the new district com- 
mittee. T do not undej stand what leasons led the Select Committee 
to put forward such a new proposal in this, Bill, and practically to 
suggest that the District Magistrate should be the chairman of the dis- 
trict committee. Because I feel that the chairman of the district board 
should be the chairman of the committee 1 suggest that the name of 
the ehuinnun of the distnet hoard should be put first and that of the 
District Magistrate next. I have also suggested another amendment, 
but as 1 may not speak on that, J may si\ now that in t hat amend- 
ment 1 have suggested that the Distnet Magistrate may himself he a 
member of the district committee and that it he chooses he may nomi- 
nate somebody else to represent him on that hod\. just as in the ease 
of the Chairman of the Port Commissioner of Cahutta who has been 
allowed to nominate a member, to represent him on the Waterways 
Board. 1 hese are the reasons. Sir, why I move these two amend- 
ments. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: It is abundantly dear from the Maulvi 
Sahib’s speech thut he has not studied the Bill properly; tor if he had 
done so, he would have seen that his purpose would Ire served by clausa 
49 (h) of the Bill. I therefore oppose the amendment. 

Maulvi Abul Quasem’s motions were put and lost. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: 1 beg to move that clause 49A(r) be 
omitted. 

Sir' of the district committee the chairman of- the district hoard 
wiB be an ej'-officio member and by sub-clause t f) of clause 49A four 
mem tiers are going to Ik* elected by the district board. Sir. the 
district board has got many sub-cMwmittees of its own and of none of 
committees any paid employee of the district board is a member, 
and I feel that in respect of the district committee also the same 



W4] GOVERirMf NTBIIJ^8. » 

policy shouiu tm id lowed. The Dilbift Engineer should be secretary 
of Ihe district committee, ex-officio but, as I have «l|jg£8ted by another 
amendment, he should not he a member of the committee. I am ol 
opim'nn that he should not have a vote as u member of the district 
oomiuitfe.*. Sir, it is a question of principle. Members of this House 
will rPityemhar that when the Bengal laical Self-Government (Amend* 
ment > Bill was passing through , ; tli is ('ouncil, an attempt was made to 
get the Healt^ Officer to be a member of the Public Health t’om- 
nytte.* which was going to he created by the new amending Bill. It 
was lucidly explafned by the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
how no paid employee either of a district lmard or of the ('ulcutta 
(’orjKUat ion was a member of any of the suh-committees of those 
bodies, their opinion heiug always available to a sub-committee on 
anv projeet wliich was undei their consideration. Only not being 
inemliers they aie not allowed to vote, because in that case the\ would 
have to take *i*-s antd yo^ihlv they might haw* to vote in a manner 
quite < untruly to that of other membeYs of the district hoard. That 
would give i i-t* to u \ t*f \ unfortunate and unsatisfactory situation. 
That is why I Va\e suggested that the l)istii(t Engineer should he 
made ex-o^ino Secretan of the district committee, and he would thus 
he ii* a position to advise on any project on whic h his views might he 
asked for. The committee would suiel\ consider his views very euro- 
fully and he would he of great servic.* to it without being a memlier. 

I Mihmit. Sn, that having leganl to established policy and practice 
he should not he made a mcmlnn with a right to cast a vote one way 
01 the other. That is wh\ I move this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, 1 oppose the amendment . 

The motion was put and lost. 

The (’ouncil was then adjourned for prayer. 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: I l>eg to move that in clause 4ffA(e) 
in the last line, after the words “I/ocal Government,” the words “of 
whom at least one shall he a landholder” lie inserted. 

Sir, in ^he motion No. ‘Iff for amendment of c lause 5 of the Bill, 
I have already discussed in detail the i canons foi providing adequate 
representation of the landholding community on the* Board. And, 
Sir, the nam* reasons also apply for providing lepicsentation of •the 
landholding community in the district committees as well. Perhaps 
the necessity here is ewn greater. *lt may lie argued fha* they may 
oome there from the general constituencies. But here various diffi- 
culties arise, as it is a wejl-known fact that due to the vehemence with 
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which democracy is being preached broadcast nowadays, proprietary 
interests in the district often find it difficult to secure elections in local 
bodies such as the district boards of Bengal. Though much may be 
said against my statement, the fact remains that they do not find+such 
support ; and it is therefore necessary that some special provision 
should be made in the Act for them. c 0 

For this reason I urge that having regard to the importance of 
their interests at stake, they may ‘b;» given at least one sAat in the 
district committees. 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: I oppose this amendment on the same 
ground ns several other amendments moved by several members. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: T beg* to move that in clause 
49A, for sub-clause (/), the following sub-clause shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(/) two members to be elected by (lie district board.’’ 

The member spoke in vernacular in support of bis motion of 'Which 
the following is a translation: — 

Mr. President, Sir, the proposal, which has been embodied in the 
sub-clause 49(o)(/‘) of the Waterways Bill, empowei mg the district 
boards of Bengal to elect four representatives to the District Water- 
ways Board (ttc.) has two aspects. Firstly, the district boards will 
elect two representatives from among their own members and then they 
will proceed to elect the other two from among the members of the 
union boards in their respective districts. The number of union boards 
in each district is not \er\ small and 1 think it more reasonable that 
the task of electing representatives to the Board (sic.) in question should 
be left to the members of the union boards themselves. For, the union 
boards mu\ have members very competent but having i.n connection or 
Acquaintance with the members of the district boards. And I also 
consider it contrary to the principles of self-government to allow the 
members of one institution to elect representatives from among the 
members of another institution which is practically independent of it. 
There is another defect in the said sub-clause of the Bill. It is that 
the representatives to the Bourd {tic.) in question will be elected from 
among the members of the union boards only. But there are many 
police-stations in Bengal where no union board has as yet been set up 
and where the union committee functions in its place. In these circum- 
stances, provision should also be made for the election of lepresentatives 
from among the members of the union committees as well. I also move 
the amendment to motion No. 251 in this connection. 
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* TIM Hon'bto AthadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 

CKlIZNAVI, af Dilduar: I oppose the amendment. 

The motion waB put an^ lost. 

Mtulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I b eg to move that in clause 49A (/), 
line er fche word “elected'* the words “in the manner prescribed 
by rulas made under section 119“ be inserted. 

• 

The Hon’ftle Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM 

CWUZNAVI, of Oikhiar: To shorten the discussion I accept this 
amendment. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


Maufvi 8YBD MAJID BAK8H : 1 l*»g to move that in clause 
49A(/h in line 1?, for the words “shall be members of“ the words 

“shall have residences in" be substituted. 

• 

I do not wish to create an impediment in the way of the choice 
of the district [wmrd. Perhaps the intention of the section is that 
theie must be men who are connected with village life and acquainted 
with \illagcs. Instead of having* members of the union boards, wn 
shoufcl have two men who are residents of the villages. That will 
perhaps make my point dear. I presume that may be the intention 
of (tn\ eminent, and I hope my amendment will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: I oppose the amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: I beg to move that 111 sub-cIaus* (/) of 
clause 49 A. in lines 4 J and d, for the words “the union boards in the 
district, the words “union Ixianls in the district” be substituted. 

The proposal is to omit the word “the” before tli.* words “union 
boards in the district,” ns the letention of it would strictly mean 
that the two lepresentative^should be members of all the union boards 
in the district, a manifest impossibility. It is only a question of 
grammur. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Maulvi*ABUL QUA8EM: I beg to move that in clause 49A (/), 
line 3, after the word “district,” the words “who are not iiiemlfers of 
the district board 1 ' be inserted. 

Tlw Hon’blt Alhadj Nawab* Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, af Dilduar: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Babu AMULYADHAH RAY: I formally move that after ckifte 
49A^j/), the following clause be added, namely: — 

“(h) Members of the Bengal Legislative Council of the district.” 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELgERIM 
CHUZNAVi, of Dilduar: I formally oppose the amendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, l beg to move tfiai 
after clause 4!L\, the following he added, namely: — 

“Provided that the Local Government shall have power to inciease 
the number of municipal representatives not exceeding three/' 

Sir, I move it with very much regret for the simple reason that 
Government, it seems to me, lias been accepting some of tbcs.* amend- 
* meats which weie fully discussed in the Select Committee without 
assitfiiintf any reason in this House. Sir, the n.‘t result of what has 
been accepted in ibis House lias been, in some placed, to nullify the 
object with which this Hill was thought of. I move it for the reason 
that the Local Government should have power to incieas* (lie number 
of municipal representation to not exceeding three. In this connec- 
tion may 1 say that Government lias just now accepted the amend- 
ment of my friend in which it has been surest ed that th.* two union 
Itouid members shall not he members of the distiict board. I do not 
know what is meant by that. Is it that of the four membeis to he 
elected by the district board two shall he members of union lxrnrds who 
are not members of the distiict hoard!*' (A voi< F : "Yes/’). In that 
case it is all rifjht. 

Mr. Ww H. THOMPSON: Sir. 1 be- to f< irmally oppose this 
motion, my idea beitifr that municipal lepiesentation is not leally 
required at all. These committees are to deal with wide problems' — 
navigation interests in rural areas — with which the people of the rural 
areas and the users of waterways are tnpinh concerned. It is not 
at all a matter for the municipalities. 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Sir. I accept this for the reason, as has been 
said by the Khan Bahadur, that there are municipalities which arc 
riparian and which must In* reasonably represented, although I 
do •not a^ree with some of the remarks of the Khan Bahadur, which 
were conceived without understanding the i/umui of Government for 
accepting Ute previous amendment. It was not the intention of Gov- 
ernment that the two union hoard members elected by the district 
board must themselves lie members of t lie district board. 
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*' Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Sir. I aim oppose this amend- ^ 
ment on tb* ground adduced by Mr. Thompson. It appears that oU« 
member from the riparian^ municipalities should I>e sufficient as has 
been* proposed in this Hill. It is absolutely unreasonable why muni- * 
cipal representation should be increased as proposed by the Khan 
Bahadu* Its would lie giving the municipalities representation quite 
disproportionate to their imjHirtance so fur us these district committees 
are concerned* 

0 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I think the ptinciple on 
which the Khun Bnhadut is moving this amendment is all to the good, 
because there ure seveial riparian districts in which the municipalities 
will not be i .'presented otherwise. Hut as a matter of fact if this 
amendment is accepted, it will be meaningless, lie mi\s “provided 
that the Local Government shall have powei to increase the number 
of municipal representatives not exceeding three.” I do not know* - 
what that means. In m\ leading of the -entence, it is nut Knglish. 
iff « uurse, 1 dis not claim an\ monopoly of knowledge ot Knglish, 
especially in this House. Hut 1 submit that (iovernnient in accept* 
in^ tlii*« twigrammat ical phrase has accepted something which cannot 
possifdy have an\ in *aning. 1. theiefme, submit that the amend- 
ment n> it stands being meaningless ought to he opposed. 

Khan Batffedur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE* Sir, there is a printing 
mistake. In m\ Hpewntten rnp\ it leads “provided that the Local 
Government shall have power to im lease the numhei of municipal 
repie'entatiNes to a number not exceeding three.” 

1 he motion was corrected further as follows: — 

“Piovided that the Lo« al Government may direct that the number of 
municipal representatives to be elei ted shall l>e im reused horn one to 
two or three.” 

I he motion, us corrected, being put a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


Aim Nm«m4i Ktewaji •ikinaii, KM* 
AaMtor. 

Baaarji, R*J Muiir laUaMra Rata. 

•aw, Mr. NinNn Kaaur. 

Mtomhf, nr. t. H. • 

Oa*Mk*h, BaM KiWart nakaa. 

•fcMBkari, naatvt 9ft Otau HaMtr. 

M. nr. f . •. 

•igny, nr. H. B. A. 

MW NMia Raw*# K. B. H., Kki, 
fumm, nr. l. r. 

••wt, tM MW Ma Mr Wot »— Mr. - 


} •a*t*in, tM Mm'Mi Aiawj N*«al BakaRar 
j Hr AMaiMrWa, at MMaar. 

I BHtarirt, Hr. B. N. 

Blamag, Mr. D. 

MWm. Kk** Bakatar Maalvl Axtral. 

Naff, nr. t. f. 

Maafar. nr. 0. B. 

Ka*», nr. iasMNr B*a«M. 
f Marti*, nr. 0. «. 
nmar, nr. •. e. # 

RttfawRfta, tM HWMa nr. Kft*afa. 

Qaaaaa, naahrt AM. 
i*a*M. nr. a. r. n. anw*. 

a 
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Ray MM* few 1, Mr. K. 0. 

RaM^fea NM'W« Hr. R. R. 

Ray, tfea Mm*** Mr tljfey Prwd Magfe. 
Ray, Mr. SaUwwar Maffc. 

Ray, Mr. I. R. 

liaMHUk, Maalvi Mafeamaitf. 




NOE8. 

Bafcafe, Maalvi l|R MaJM. 

Ral, lafea LMH Kaaiar. 

•at, Rai lafelfe larat Ofeaatfra. 

•aaarH. Mr. f. 

•araia, Ral SahJfe Paacfeaaaa. 

•Irkaiyrt, Mr. M. 

Ofeaalhari, Kfeaa Bakafear Maalvi Alinaixamaa. 
Cfeavfefeary, Maalvi AMal Bfeaai. 

Data, Mr. «. R. 

Hataala, Maalvi Mahaamatf. 

Kfeaa, Kfeaa Bakafear Maaivi Mamaai AM. 

Kfeaa, Maalvi Taaiiiaifeia. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Makkayafehyaya, Rai Sakife larat Okaalra. 

The “Ayes” being l\") and ,t he 


Mac, Bafea lak LaL 
HtefeaH, Mr. B. K. 

Ray, Bafea Aaialyafekaa. 

Ray, Bafea Kfeattor Mafeaw. 

Ray, Bafea Raftafera Rarayaa. 
Ray, Mr. larat Kaaiar. 
lakaaa, Bafea latya Klakar. 
laa, Rai lafeife Akshay Kaaiar. 
liaffe, Irfjat Taj Bafeafear. 
Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
laaiaar, Mr. 0. R. 

Tkaatyaaa, Mr. W. M. 

Walkvr, Mr. W. A. M. 


“Noe?*” 27* , the motion was carried 


Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: I bog to move that after chi use 49A 
the following he inserted, namely: — 

“49AA. The District Magistrate shall he a member of She district 
committee vs-offinu. With the consent of the Board he may appoint 
another officer to perform his duties as a member of the district 
committee.” 

Sir, this amendment only seeks to follow the line which has been 
chalked out in the case of the Chairman of the Port Commissioners of 
Culcutta, who is to he one of the Trustees of the Board. The Chairman 
may appoint another person in represent him on the Board, if he him- 
self cannot perform his duties as a Trustee. The District Officer is 
a busy officer and possihh he may not like to encumber himself w r ith 
more work and may like to delegate his functions to another officer and 
that is why 1 have mo\cd this amendment. 

Tho Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, this amendment, is meaningless and infruc- 
tuous, and I oppose it. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 49A, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

- The motion that clause 49B stand part of the^ Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 49C stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreetj to. * 

The motion that clause 49D stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 
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Tl» Hon’bto AlhadJ Naumb Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHU1* 
NAVI i of Dilduar: I beg to move that in sub-clause (b), in line 1, of , 
clause 49E, for the word “appointed/* the word “elected” be substi- 
tuted. # a • 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

* Mautvi ABUL QUA8EM: With your permission, Sir, I would like 
to move amendments Nos. 261 to 26*1 together. 

I beg to move that in clause 49E(b), line 2, after the word “Board” 
the words “or the district board” be inserted. 

I also move fhat to clause 49K(M at the end after the word “Board” 
the words “or the district board” be added. 

I also move that in qjause 49K after sub-clause (b), the following 
sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(>) if he haft been absent from, or is unable to attend t lie meetings 
of the district committee for un\ period exceeding six consecutive 
months.” • 

The first two amendments seek to insert the words “or the district 
board” after the word “Board.” (’lause 49A, suh-clause (/), says that 
four members will be elected by the district hoard of whom two shall 
be members of the union boards in the district. Now, Sir, in clause 
49E (/;), provision is made that if a person who was appointed a member 
of the district committee as being a member of a union board and if 
he is no longer a member of such union board, he shall then cease to he 
a member of the distric t committee. So, if a member was elected as 
being a member of the district board and if he ceases to be a member 
of the district board, the same principle should be followed. There- 
fore. I hope Government will see their way to accept this amendment. 

So far as amendment No. 263 is concerned, I hu\e only to point out 
that, as in the cast* of a Trustee as provided in clause 23(/m//I, if a 
member of the district cojflmittee lias been absent from or is unable 
to attend the meetings of the district committee for any period exceed- 
ing six consecutive months, his place should lw‘ declared vacant and 
a fresh election or appointment made in his place. This is necessary 
as it is desirable that if a member cannot attend the meetings of the 
committee for six consecutive months, he should make room for another 
who may be in a jfosition to do justice to his duties as a member. # 

Tha Hon’bie A I had j Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, ff Dilduar: I am afraid I ha*ve to oppose all these afnendments. 
As regards amendment No. 263, the point raised by the morer does not 
arise. Therefore, I must oppose all the three amendments. 
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IfWlIvi ABUL QUA8EM: With your permission, Sir, may I-asi; 
the Hon'ble Member to pay his attention to clause 23(7) (b) of the 
Bill? He will see it laid down there that^the Local Government may 
by notification declare that any Trustee shall cease to be a Trustee if 
lie has been absent from or is unable to attend the meetings of the 
Board for any period exceeding six consecutive months. § I a|u* adopt- 
ing his own language in tli in clause. How can he oppose my amend- 
ment I do not understand. # * 

The Hon'ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: 1 am afraid I cannot follow what he means and 
fail to see the relevancy of the section he has referred to this clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Anvwa>, you are not convinced by his argu- 
ment. 

7 * 

4 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: No, I am not. 

The motion* wei e then put and lost 

♦ 

The motion that clause 4!)K. as amended, stand part of tin* Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause MF stand pait of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The motion that clause 4!t(i stand part of the Bill was put wand 
agreed to. 


('In use 4011. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that for clause 
4011, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“4011. The chairman of the district board shall be chairman of 
the district committee, t\r-ojfcnt." 

Sir, T think the chairman of this committee should be a non-official 
gentleman and that T think is the desire of the whole House. If that 
is so, I think if we provide that the chairman of the district board, 
who will be one of the most important members of the (Committee, 
should be ex-ojfiew chairman of the committee, that will be a very 
good provision. Otherwise, the District Magistrate being a member 
of fhe committee it will be more often than not that he will he elected 
chairman of the committee. That I think will not be always desirable, 
and therefore it is necesaarv thaf we should provide that the chair- 
man of the district board shall he cs-officto chairman of the district 
committee. 
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'Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I be* to move that in 
clause 49H, in line 1, after the word “committee,” the words “and 
the secretary of the committee” he inserted. 

Sir, my object in moving this amendment is to provide that the 
gecretaiy of the committee should he elected by the committee itself. 
The draf? Bill* says that the District Engineer should he the secre- 
tary of th^ committee, hut I do not agree with that. Obviously the 
District Enginf%r vshall he a very busy officer, and it may not he 
pof&ihle for him to^levote sufficient time to the work of the committee. 
Also it may be that for obvious reasons the chairman may not like 
the District Engineer to function as t ho secretaiy of the committee, 
and therefore the whole work of the committee will he at a stand- 
still. Where tjiere is willing co-operation between the District 
Engineer and the chairman, there the District Engineer may ho the 
secretary of the committee, but otherwise the work of the committee 
will suffer. It is for thin reason that f l suggest that tin* chairman 
and the secretary should he both elected by the committee itself. 


Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: As regards the chairman of the district board 
being chairman ol the district committee, surely it is con- 
sistent with the idea ot an autonomous committee that they should 
he free to elect then own chairman, (’onsiderations as to whether 
he will he an official or a non-official should not weigh 'with them, 
and it might almost he < harm tensed as in the nature of an insult 
to the committee to take awa\ their power to elect their own 
chairman. 

In regard to the question oi making the secretary election, I think 
on reconsideration the mover of the amendment must admit that the 
District Engineer will he the most suitable man to he the secretary, 
inusrrtttcH *as lie more than any other suitable member, is likely, to 
ha\e a working knowledge of office pnxeduie and will therefore 
probably he the best man to help the committee us secretary in carry- 
ing out their work. He will he a tried and experienced servant of 
the district hoard and from this expeneme he should be of great 
help in getting through the business of the district commit t«A»Ui an 
oxpedif ions manner. J. therefore, beg to oppose the amendment, Kir. 


Mr. NAfUENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to give my support 
to motion No. 209 for the very reasons that Mr. Eawcus advanced 
in opposition to motion No. 2G8, that the Board being an autonomous 
body should have the power to elect ifs own chairman. I submit, 
Sir. that it is even more necessary that in the case of the secretary 
the Board should have that power, fhe Bound being an autonomous 
Board. Then, again, it may bo as Mr. Fawcus has said, that in very 
many districts the District Engineer will be a very suitable person, 

s 



I 


44 GOVERNMENT BILLS. [13th Feb., 

but* it may equally be that in some other districts the District Engi- 
neer will not be a suitable person, and it may also very well be that 
in one or two or three districts the District Engineer will have so 
much work of his own to do as District Engineer that he will not 
have enough time to function as Secretary of the District Irrigation 
Committee. I therefore submit that the reasons advanced* Iby Mr. 
Fawcus for opposing this amendment No. 269 are directly contra- 
dictory to the reasons advanced by him for opposing amendment 
No. 268. I accordingly submit that the House will be welj advised 
to carry this amendment, viz., No. 269. 


Mr. W. H. TH0MP80N: Sir, the last speaker will remember 
that when we were discussing this matter in the Select Committee 
our difficulty was in regard to the issue of notices and such other 
things that the district Committee would have to send out for calling 
meetings, etc., and we were looking round for somebody who had a 
permanent office, who had clerks who could help in this work without any 
special arrangement being made for it. And we hit upon the District 
Engineer, who had a permanent office and whose clerks could issue 
notices, call meetings and so on and do t lie general office work Q of the 
committee. In deciding to appoint the District Engineer as the 
secretary of the committee we were discussing a practical question and 
not considering a point in the theory to local self-government. 


The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: My friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil can, when 
he likes, be deliciously humorous, but on this occasion he has even 
excelled himself. As has been pointed out by Mr. Thompson, how- 
ever, we should look at the thing from a practical point view. 

This question was very carefully debated in the Select (ofhmittee, 
and there we came to the conclusion that the proper person to act as 
secretary to the district committee would be the District Engineer 
and we agteei| to that proposal. Therefore, 1 have got to oppose the 

amendment. 

# 

motion of Mairfri Tamizuddin Khan was put and loafT* 

The motion qf Klmu Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque was also put 
and lost. 


Adjournment. 

* 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
Nth February, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



!*«**• J 

Prqceedi ngt of the Bengal Legislative Council auemhled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

f fliE Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutya, on Wednesday, the 14th February, 19*14, at 3 p.m. * 


Mr. President (the Xon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
uifTRi, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four ljon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the thiee Hon’ble Ministers, and 101 nominated 
and elected m ambers . 


• Oath or affinpation. * 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. A. deC. Williams, l.c.s. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Waterways Bill, 1834. 


Mt.TR ESI DENT: 


Now, we get bark to the discussion of the Bengal 


Waterways Bill, 19*14. 


# Clause 49 U . 

^ThlT^tootion that clause 49H stand part, oT*$he Bill was put and * 
agreed to. 


Clause 49-1. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi AZIZUL HAQUi: Sir, I beg to move fhat 

clause 49-1 he omitted. My reason is. Sir, that I consider, as I have 
already said yesterday, that the inftuaion of this clause in the Bill 
would mean that in certain districts it would he disastrous to insist on 
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the District Engineer being made the Secretary of the committee. At 
the* same time, if this clause is omitted it would obviate all sortB of 
complications. I submit, Sir, that though the last amendment, vix., 
No. 269, has been rejected by this House* it is quite possible for the 
Council to accept the present one. • 

The Hon’blt A I had J Nawtb Bahadur Sir MDEfcKERiM 
CHUZNAVI, Of Difduar: Mr. President; Sir, I beg to subm^ that this 
is more or less a consequential amendment. The question whether the 
District Engineer should be the Secretary of the district committee •or 
not was discussed threadbare yesterday. I do not think I have any- 
thing more to add. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The motion that clause 49-1 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. t 


Clause 49 J . 

The Hon’blt A I had j Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKeRIM 
CHUZNAVI, Of Dilduar: Mr. President, Sir. J beg to move that for 
sub-clause (ft of clause 49 J , the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“</) generally to assist the Board in carrying out the purposes of 
this Act." 

Sir, this has been fully explained in the Minute of Dissent, where 
it has been stated that the addition means that the Board can order a 
district committee to do any act whatever which the Board eoilld do 
itself, and that, theiefore, these powers are too wide and undefined. 
This fact is self-evident. I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

-v 

The motion that clause 49J, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 49 K. 

Kail EMDAOUL HOQUE S Sir, I beg to move that in clause 49K, 
in line 2, after the word “Board" vhe words “or of Government or any 
local body" be inserted. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


*7 


IIHO 

* Sir, clause 49K proposes to give travelling allowance to every mfm* 
bar 6f the district committee, other than an officer or servant ofethe 
Board. I propose that this benefit of travelling allowance should be 
extended to servants of Go^rnment or any local body. I do not see 
any reason why they should !*» deprived of this benefit. With these 
words. JJjr, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

I • 

Mr. L.4I. FAWCUS: Sir. if th is amendment is carried, it would 
de^ar an^v servant of (iovernment or of any local body from drawing 
any travelling allowance from the funds of the Trust. It is very 
unfair that the district houtds or Government should he middled with 
expenditure solely for the performance of duties of the Trust. I. there* 
foie, oppose the amendment. 


Or. NARiSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is it on the analogy of 
the motion which has already l»een carried, by which Government 
officers are prevented from drawing travelling allowance for attending 
meetings in Calcutta}* 

(No reply.) 

Th* iiiiituin was put .nit I lout. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I l>eg to move that after clause 49K 
the following clause lie added, namely : — 

‘'4!Hj. The conduct of business and proceedings of the District 
Committee, including the number of meetings to lie held, the manner 
of giving notice of meetings, the fixing of a quorum, the due lecord of 
proceedings and all other necessary matters, shall be regulated by rules 
made under sectiou 119.” 


The Hon’blc Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUINAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, 1 am prepared to accept this amend* 
rnent on behalf of Governing t. 

$*he motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 49K, as amended in the Council, and claueen 
60, 51 and stand part of the Bill was put and agreed to. 


Clouse S3. 

The motion that clause 53 stan<f part of the Bill wa# put and 

agreed to. 
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Clause 54. • 

The motion that clause 54 stand paft of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. • 

Clauses 55, 56 and 57. 

The motion that clauses 55, 56 and 57 stand parj of the Bill was^mt • 
and agreed to. 

Clause 58. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 5H, in line 5, for the words “the District Committee” the words 
“Kiieh such District Committee,” and in the same line for the word 
‘‘their” the word “its” be substituted. • 

Sir, I um simply moving this amendment in order make the 
meaning clear. * 

The Hon'ble A I had J Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, 1 accept the amendment on behalf of 
Government. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So. your finger-print will be there! (Laughter.) 

The motion that clause 58. as amended in the Council, stand part 
of the Bill was put and carried. 


Clauses 59 and 6fj ^ 

The motion that clauses 59 and GO stand part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. , 

Clause 61 . 

The motion that clause 61 stand part of the Bill was put and 
•greed* to. 
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Clause 62. 

Ob NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I l>eg to submit that 
in regard to this amendment the third paragraph has already been 
negatived. Therefore, Sir, I want your permission to move the amend- 
ment exctuding the third paragraph, ».<*., t want to move the first two 
paragraph* 

*Mr. PRESIDENT: Yet. you liuvt> iny permission. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SENQUPTA: Sir, 1 1»- R to move that 
for sub-clauses (a) and (h) of clause the following shall be substi- 
tuted, viz. : — 

"Shall either sanction the scheme or pass such other orders as they 
mav think fit : • 

• 

Provided that in the case o| any scheme estimated to cost more than 
five lakh* of rupees, the 1/ocal (internment shall have the power to veto 
the scheme or requite the lloaid to reconsider the scheme. “ 

Sjf, clause fi* provides that alter the expiry of u period of two 
months from the date ol the publication of the notification under sec- 
t»on til and uftei considering any objections which may have been 
je'cived. the Hoard— 

<<i) in the case oi a mujoi work estimated to cost not mote tlian 
one lakh ot rupees in respect of which no objection lias been 
received hum the l«ocal Government, shall either sanction 
the executing of the scheme or pass such other orders as they 
mav think fit; 

(It) iu the case of a mujoi work estimated to cost not more than 
one lakh of rupees iu respect of which an objection has been 
received from the laxal Government, and iu the case of a 
major work estimated to cost mole than one lakh of rupee#, 
shall reject or abandon the scheme or sanction the execution 
of the scheme litter having received the approval of the 
I «ocal Government. 

Instead of this complicated thing. Sir, I want to provide something 
simpler, rif., that after receiving the objections the Hoard shall either 
sanction the scheme or pass such other orders ns they may think fit. 

Well, Sir, l do not think I need waste the time of the Counci Uby 
speaking further on this amendment. 

• . 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUSt Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment, 
inasmuch as if it is accepted Government’s control will l»e abrogated 
unless the sum involved in the estimate* mounted to ijs, 5 lakhs. Thnt, 
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I Understand, is the gist of Dr. Sen Gupta's amendment. The safe- 
guards in the existing clause are very salutary and in the interest ol 
financial propriety Government cannot accept the amendment. * 

The motion was put and lost. 


Clauses 62, 63, 64 and 63. 

The motion that clauses 62, 63, 64 and 65 stalid part of the Sill 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 66. 

Mr. C. R. SUMNER: Sir, if I may have your permission to curtail 
the amendment which stands in my name by*the deletion of the second 
portion, t hat is, 1 want to delete the words “and shall not impose a 
percentage which shall place steam vessels in a disadvantage position? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou want to omit the last two lines? 

Mr. C. R. SUMNER: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Mr. C. R. SUMNER: 1 beg to move that to clause 66, the following 
pioviao be added, namely: — 

“Provided that in fixing such percentage the Board shall take into 
consideration the existing competitive rates by rail and liver mutes." 

This, Sir, is in view of the Hon'ble Member’s assurance that if and 
when it is proposed to give effect to the Waterways Bill, a previous 
opportunity will In* afforded to the Chambers of Commerce and commer- 
cial interests of consultation and recommendations as to the measures 
which will be necessary to work it successfully. 

I wish to refer to certain views which have been expressed by my 
friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, ln>th upon the floor of this House# and also in 
his Minute of Dissent upon the Bill. Mr. Bose thinks that the freight 
rates at present charged by the steamer companies are high, and sees 
no* reason why they should not be lower than the railway rates. 

If, Sir, these are the views h^d by my friend, as a member of the 
Select Committee, it seems probable that many other members who 
bad not the same opportunities on the Select Committee of acquiring 
first-hand information, may be under a similar misapprehension. 
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I would assure the members of this House, and Mr. Hose in parti* 
eular, that this is bv no nnyimc a matter which rests entirely with the 
steamer companies. In our office file there are countless instance* of 
correspondence with the various railways concerning the rates of 
freight? which they write to us — “I understand your steamer rate for 

such and such a traffic is (whatever it may la 4 ). In view* of this 

I am adjiAting^my railway rates (that is to say, between corresponding 
railway stations to such and such a figure’ ’ (that is, reducing to a figure 
almost, if not quite, equal to our own). 


Whereu|Mm we frequently point out in reply that our rate, though 
ImjIow that of the i ail ways, is not unreasonably so, in view of the slower 
water-can iage 041 d other factors. 


This, Sir, is just a commentary u|h>ti Mr. Hose’s expressed view 
tha* all steamer rates should be considerably lower than those of the 
railways. I can only say that I wish *it were at our option so as to 
maintain them. We should do so in most cases, and obtain a lot more 
traffic thereby. * 

Actually, theie are \eiy few cases where important classes of traffic 
by rifer and imlwuy are not competitive, and the sort of thing which 
I have outlined is more or less universal throughout our services. 

I Could give the members of this House 50 — and probably 500 — 
instances where the steamer companies are required to clmtge fitight 
rates closely corresponding to the equi valent railway Hites. However, 
I will not detain the House foi more than a minute in quoting one or 
two illustrations. 


Let us take jute, which accounts for more than 75 per cent, of the 
traffic which passes by river to Calcutta. Most of it comes Loin the 
Mymensingh district, and much of it from one of the important baling 
centres known as Sarisabari. We are required (and the option is not 
in our hands) to charge a freight to Calcutta exactly corresponding to 
the rate charged by the railway. So closely does this competition work 
out that the railways which Jiave a shorter lead to mills situated north 
of Calcutta, obtain the traffic for those mills, whilst the river transport, 
whose services enter Calcutta from the south have a corresponding 
advantage for mills situated lielow Calcutta. 

One othy instance to which I might refer is that of tea, of which 
many lakhs of chests annually come to Calcutta and Chittagong from 
the Assam districts# Here, also, we have no margin in the river rate, 
as against that of the railways, from stations in Fpper Assam whlre 
so much of the tea is grown. In short, Sir, niv hnn’ble friend may reft 
assured that the days are gone, if infieed they ever existed during our 
time, when the steamer companies have to any degree whatsoever bean 
in the happy position of monopolists. The railways have seen to that, 
closely following as they do, in so many cases, aligniftent* which bring 
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them into touch with the riverine markets and towns originally 
developed by the steamer services, and it^s not for the steamer com- 
panies to stand out in the matter of freight-rates policy % against "these 
railways who nowadays encompass them on all sides, with the Railway 
Board supporting them in the background. 

It may further be of interest to Mr. Bose to learn that that other 
form of competition, the country boat, according to siartistics prepared 
by the Government some years ago, carried into apd out of .Calcutta 
more than 50 per cent, more traffic in a year than did the steamer 
se? vices. 

Sir, I think that this will prove that whilst we are laced with 
competition on all sides, we do not have a free hand in the matter of 
freight rates. It has in fact been this very aspect of the matter which 
has occasioned us so much concern in our consideration of the implica- 
tions of this Bill, realising as # we have done "that the position was not 
such that river traffic could la* letuined, and consequently the anticipated 
revenue to the Trust be lealised front surcharges, (|irite so midily as 
appeared to have been assumed in some quarters. 

Sir, the Inland Navigation Companies have all along* lent • their 
support to the formation ot a Water wap Titl'd, and although that 
formation may present to them a difficult financial problem they have 
not withdrawn that support, it the pioblem is not to be an insui mount- 
able one. But, Sir, it is almost impossible for an\ but those who are 
in regular even-day touch with thin question of tnnispoit by river, 
railway, and, to an iticteasing extent, b\ toad, to appreciate its 
delicacy, and the ease with which injudicious action mav have the most 
far- reaching effect, alike upon the transport and upon the rexeuue of 
the Trust, which it would be designed to attend. 

I'or this reason, Sir, I trust that this House will support m> amend- 
ment, and that the Ilon’ble Member will have no objection to its 
incorporation in the Bill, in ordei that, at the outset of the Waterways 
Trust s inauguration, no question may arise of any false slep being 
made, ot any decision being taken which fa ay afterwaids require to be 
revised and reversed 

Si i, with these words I commend my revised amendment to the 
consideration of the House. 

« 

Mr* MARENDRA KUMAR BASU* Mr. President, Sir, in ii.tro- 
difciug this amendment Mr. Sumner has merely given this House a 
rehash of the 'memorandum furnished by the inland steamer companies 
and of the note thereupon by t hG Bengal Chamber of Commerce. As 
far as I could, catch Mr. Sumner, I am sorry to say that I did not hear 
any new argument advanced in favour of this ameudment, except the 
•ae stated in the f no^ which has been circulated to the members of the 
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Council. Sir, tbi* question of competitive rates a as gone into teiy 
fully by tbe Select Committee and it was definitely elicited that there 
are n# competitive rates. This fact of competition between the river 
tiaasport companies and the railway companies may be put into a nut* 
shell : freight from the bigger stations from which this traffic come* 

is fixed by arrangement between the two parties. And, l suppose /that 
if the freight gf the steamer companies is higher, the jail ways would 
probably raise their rates also utul thus make extra profits. In order 
to guard against sdt h nn eventuality, the Select Committee stated that — - 
I lefer to the non-official members of the Committee inasmuch as tho 
official members abstained from voting — -"‘in order to augment the funds 
of the Board and to prevent the loss of revenue from the surcharge 
purposed on infand vessels by the likely diversion of tru flu* to other 
transport agencies not liable to surcharges under the Bill, purticultuly 
the railways, the I/m*u 1 Government should examine the case and consi- 
der the manner in which the Bill could be amended to permit of the 
imposition of taxes in the nature of terminal tuxes on passengers and 
gf>< ds hooked to. through, and from certain specified tail heads in the 
province adjacent to nuvigahle waterways." That, Sir, one tan under- 
stami, but we do not understand why in fixing the percentage to be 
leved on the steamer companies oppoitunity is to be taken for ennui* 
denug the existing milwav and steamer rates — not to speak of the 
existing competitive rates because there are none, tin these gmunds, 
S 1 1 . ! oppose the amendment. 


Dr. NARESH CMANORA SEN GUPTA* In tin* form in which 
Mr. Sumner has moved his amendment, it seems, on the face of it, 
nothing very unreasonable — “jrrovided that in fixing such percentages 
the Board shall take into consideration the existing rates by ruil and 
river routes But there are numerous other things which will 

have to lx* taken into consideration. Why single out this one con- 
sideration, unless it mean^ that the Board under these circumstance* 
must not fix the jx»rcentage so as to increase the burden of the steamer 
companies beyond what is called rom]ietitive rates, and with regard 
to the existence of which mv friends who have been on the Select 
Committee^ and investigated the matter, are so very sceptical. If you 
are going to place this additional security on iwdialf of the steamer 
companies in the Rill, it is well, before doing that, that other thing* 
should also lie considered . You have got to examine the steamer 
freights themselves. If you make such an examination extraordinary 
facts will appear. With regard to the jute trade — which Mr. Sumner 
referred to as a factor which brings in the maximum amount of income 
— with regard to freight on jute it is a fact, which Mr, Sumner, I 
•oppose, will not deny, that there are no uniforpi fates of freight for 
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jut& In areas where there are railways, freights on jute are reason- 
able. In areas where there are no railways, it is beyond all reason. 
I have gone into this matter myself in another connection — and#there 
this was found to be a fact. Besides that, there is more, and that is, 
that there are differential rates charged by steamer companies in 
respect of freight on jute from the same station. These differential 
intes are arrived at by certain arrangement with certain 1 bodies in 
Calcutta, and jute which is imported by those bodies, have got certain 
preferential rates. These are matters which we know of, but which 
cannot come within the scope' of this Bill. But if the steamer com- 
panies want special protections given to them, first of all they must 
submit to an examination of their freight rates and satisfy the Govern- 
ment, and satisfy the House that their mtes are fair* They ask for 
fair treatment, but ‘‘who seeks equity, must give equity.” But we 
are not satisfied that they are showing equity to the jute truders and 
growers of Bengal, and if they are not doing that, we are not going 
to give them these special facilities, these privileges in this Bill. At 
the same time, there is no reason why the Board will cut their own 
throats bv im]>osing upon the steamer companies a rah" of freight by 
which the income of the Board itself will be ultimately red ami ? 
There is no reason for introducing this clause, and so far as the claim 
of these steamer comjNinicM is concerned, they have not made out a 
case. 


Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I think 
Mr. Sumner’s motion does not deserve such an off-hand condemnation. 
So far as the riparian districts, especially the Eastern Bengal districts 
are concerned, I have no hesitation in saying that the steamer com- 
panies are of more service than the railways to the poor people of these 
districts. Of course we know, so far as Mymensingh is concerned, 
and this has l>een referred to by Mr. Sumner, most of the jute-produc- 
ing areas are on the side of the rivers, and if the steamer companies 
are placed at a disadvantage, the ultimate loss will be to the growers 
and cultivators of jute. The advantage of the steamer companies is 
that not only is there a favourable rate fixed, but also the fact that, 
unlike transport by railways, there is not much loss involved in 
carriage. Merchants and traders, as well as cultivators, generally 
prefer therefore transport by steamers. We should not forget that the 
development of the industries of the Estem Bengal districts is due 
mainly to tbe^ steamer companies which came into existence much 
earlier than the railway service. It would he altogether too harmful 
if the Government does not keep in view the fact that the rates should 
not be fixed so as to place the steamer companies at a disadvantage. 
The amendment also is worded in a way which shows no harmful result 
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frill follow to other transport services hv giving effect to this r^botn* 
mendation. AH that it safs is “that the Board shall take into eon- 

•idemtion the existing competitive rates “ It does not say, m a 

matter of fact, that the steamer companies should be compelled to 
carry’ loger rate, but that the other facts should lie kept in view 

so that the steamer service may go on doing the service whTch they 
are at pitaeiit doing in the Eastern Bengal and Assam districts. I 

not see any serious objection to the amendment which has been 
moved by Mr. NuAner. and 1 unhesitatingly support it in the interests 
of the jwople. 

«s 

Ntwtf) MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: We have really 
reached the most crucial point so far in this Bill. Hera we are think- 
ing of the finances of the whole scheme inaugurated under this Bill. 
One of the principal parson* who will have to piy are the steamer 
companies urifl my friend, if I have understood him aright, my friend, 
Mr. X. K. Basu* has tried to make out that the steamer is an evil 

Mr. N4RENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
ther^no limit to misrepresentation ? Have 1 ever said that the steamer 
companies are an evil!" 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan BBhadur: I may say that 

the steamer com|Ninies and anything connected with the steamers are 
an evil, though I do not Udieve that steaWr is un evil. On the con- 
trary I believe the steamer is a blessing. Wherever there is a steamer 
set vice the railway is moderate in its demand. The railway fieight 
should be very’ much smaller than what it is. I know a place in 
the Duars which is just b or .‘WO miles from here. From there I 
am to pav Re. 1-1 1 per maund of tea. There is no competitive late 
there. I give you another place which is about 500 miles from here. 
That is another t^a garden. There the railway rate is Re. 1-0-11. 
But if I am to send my tea by steamer my rate is He. 1-4- 11 or annus 5. 
Is this not competition K tlus not even the evil steamship transport 
done some good to the tax-payers Y If there was no steamer service 
there, the railway would have demanded from me probably Its. »J per 
maund. So, they do not deserve to be dealt with by all of us so that 
they should cease to exist in future. It is for our good and for the 
good of those whp are really {laying the freight that there should 
be (say) two services, both railway and steamer, and thut they should 
not be really strangled and we should allow them to live. They will 
also do some real good to us in future as they have been doing now. 
That being the case, it will not be wrong on my port to say that when 
the steamer companies’ existence is at stake the Government legis- 
lature and all right thinking people should see that they are not 
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, ' unnecessarily crushed out of existence. I would appeal to the House 
to consider this aspect of the case. I do ^iot think that the steamer 
is an evil from every point of view. If the steamer service ia not 
in Eastern Bengal probably Barisal would not have *been reached 
at least within a month 

Khan Bahadur MauJvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMlMs Barisal 
does not want it. 


Niurab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: My friend, the 
leader of the Proja Party, says that he does not want it. We do not 
want to do away with the steamers. I wish the steamers will not go 
to his place and then find out how he fares. That being the ease I 
think I would lie justified in asking the Government to accept this 
humble proposition of Mr. Sumner. It is not much that he wants. 
It is one of the points of view tfiat ought to be considered 1»y the Board. 
If after consideration they reject his j ro]xisition we are not providing 
against that. What harm is there in accepting his amendment? 




4Wr. L M. BOSE: I am Sony I must oppose this amendment. 
Mr. Sumner has very well explained the von unfortunate position of 
the steamer coni] Lillies. They are, 1 suspect, entirely dictated to by 
the Government of India through the Railway Board. They have 
no option, I Ixdieve. in the matter of rates. Their rates, 1 Misjiect, 
are forced up because otheiwise the railways will suffer and the Govern- 
ment of India will also suffer, so that it follows clearly that there 
are no competitive lates. The rates aie trade rates or forced up rates 
hv the railways and in that sense no doubt the steamer companies 
had originally grounds to grouse, but to sjieak of comjxditive rates 
is, to my mind, unfounded. I thercfoie think that this amendment 
ought not to be accepted. I trust that under the new provincial 
autonomy that we are all expecting t lie steamer companies will cease 
to be dictated by the railways. 


Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: Mr. President, Sir, Mr. Sumner has made 
the task of Government replying to his amendment very much simpler 
by adopting only the first part of it instead of the full amendment 
as originally tabled. The gist of his sjieeoh has been to show that the 
steamer com jinnies are at a disadvantage with the .railways in a great 
many respects. Sir, I think there is another side to the picture. I 
cannot claim to have^n long or extensive study of the subject; I can 
only say what has occurred to me after hearing the arguments which 
he has put forward. He referred to stations such as Samabori when 
there is direct competition between the steamers and the railway. 
Others I suppose will be Naravanganj. Chandpnr and so on, but whea 
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referred to the** station* where steamers suffer by competition Of 
are' liable to suffer by railway competition he said nothin#? of, ones may • 
almost say, hundreds of intermediate stations which dot the larger 
rivers such as BruhmaputA or the Meghnn. brom all these stations 
where therrt* no railway competition, tie* steamer companies naturally 
have % monopoly of the traffic. 

Next, Sir, I was reminded by the speech of Xu wall Muslmmif 
Hosain that there is such a district as Bukarganj and that there is 
no railway there. I think I read in the memorandum sent in by the 
sfeamer companies to Government that 20 per cent . of their fatal 
traffic conies from Barisal. If I am light in my recollect ion , hero is 
a place from which they are drawing 20 per cent, of their total traffic 
without any competition from thr> railways, and where there is only 
country boat competition. I do not think anybody can pretend that 
country boat competition seriously affects the steamer companies: my 
personal exjierience in Khulna certainly makes me inclined to dispute 
any such suggestion. Again. Sir, e^*n in respect < f those places 
where there is competition between the steamers and the railways, 
such as Suri-mbaii and the other stations which have been mentioned^ # 
nevertheless there also I think it must be admitted thut the steamer 
cotn^mnie* have one great advantage over the railway coni pan ies^ancP 4 ^ 
that is that whereas nature has given the steamer companies their 
permanent wav on the rivers, the railway companies have to sjiend 
lakhs, if not crores, of ru|*»es in maintaining their jiennanent way 
in a satisfactory condition. I believe. Sir, though I speak without 
absolutely certain information — that railway companies now-a-days 
are generally running at a loss, and very few steamer companies are 
doing so. 

Finally, Sir, though it is realised by Government that the proposed 
levy will place the steamer conijonies at some disadvantage by taking 
money out of their pockets, it can l>e fairly said thut this tax will take 
money out of one of their pockets but to a great extent put it buck 
into the other pocket, because of the improvement of the waterways 
which will be effected by its means. These, Sir, are the points which 
occur to me and in view of* which I would ask the House not to accept 
the amendment of Mr. Sumner. 

Mr. H. BIRKMYRE: Sir, T just like to make one observation on 
the speech made by Mr. Fawcus. He made the remark that as far 
as Government are aware country' floats did not compete wifh steamer 
companies. He also said that for one steamer station where they if 
railway and steamer competition there are htfmlred* of stations where 
steamer companies have no competition to face. Perhaps Mr. Fawcus 
is not aware that country boats are very cheap to run as there are no 
expensive crews to pay or engineers to maintain. Nor are they liable 
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for survey with consequent loss of earning, time and heavy fees each 
yeafc, These country boats ply for hire and take cargo at any Tate 
to and from any station. I can give a personal experience. I bad 
occasion to visit the jute districts a few foonth? ago. It was fairly 
early in the season and we were told that even within th* 4hree months 
since they started over 20 lakhs of maunds of jute had been brought 
info this one station by country boats and transported from ^here by 
railway. I do not think that any further comment is necqpsary. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawafo Bahadur Sir ABD^LKERIM CHUI- 
NAVIf ©f Dilltar: Sir, I wish to add a few words to what has been 
said by Mr. Fuweus against the amendment moved by Mr. Sumner. 
I say this: it is never the intention of Government to treat the steamer 
companies harshly. The Nawab Saheb appealed to Government to have 
a soft corner for the steamer companies. May I tell him that Govern- 
ment have had a very soft corner all these years so far as the steamer 
companies are concerned. It must also be remembered that the 
steamer companies in Bengal enjoy a permanent route provided for 
them by nature, maintained and improved at public cost all these 
years. Many lakhs of ruj>e<*s have lieen spent from the public 
exchequer for their benefit whereas the railways have to lay their 
line and maintain it at their own expense, and that makes a ^reat 
difference. Moreover, Sir, members of this House have time after 
time jibed at tin* dredgers. They were purchased for whom, but for 
the steamer companies; the idea came from there. And, Sir, what has 
been the result. Since long years the revenues of Bengal have been 
saddled to the extent of Its. 10 lakhs as interest charges on these 
dredgers. Of course 1 must, modify by saying that if the Grand Trunk 
Canal Scheme had matured, it would have been used for the benefit 
of others also. Probably it will l)e said that it was in the interests of 
the railways that this scheme was not proceeded with. Far from 
that. I have here some figures gathered at random of the amount of 
money that has been spent time after time solely for the benefit of the 
steamer companies themselves, and those amounts have been spent 
from the public exchequer — from the revenues derived from the 
country. The** sums amount to many lakhs. Over Its. 16,73,000 
was spent on the Dougra, another sum to the extent of Ks. 10,83,000 
was spent on the Bil route and so forth : The list is too long to be 
repeated here, so I think it is very necessary for the steamer eom- 
panies to remember all that bus been done for them from* the public 
revenues of Bengal and I appeal to them that they should realise the 
principle that those who use the traffic should Contribute for its 
upkeep and maintenance. That is only playing the game. It is not 
the. intention Government to ride roughshod over them. Now, Sir, 
Mr. Sumner referred to the assurai&e given in the pest. I submit, Sir, 
what is there. I quote what had been stated in the old Bill that was 
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jilted in lfcoz. x further added that before Government put this Act 
iitat* operation they would be pleased to consult commercial internet*. 
What is said is there. I have no intention of tying the hands of 
.Government further in th# manner suggested. It is certainly the 
case fhaUGoanrnment will be pleased to consult commercial interest* 
and things of that kind before putting the Act into operation. 
Nothingdins Been said, Sir, whereby I can feel that I should take a 
different view from what has been said by Mr. Fawcus. In the cir- 
cumstances I mtst oppose the amendment. 


*Mr. Sumner’s motion that to clause GO, the following proviso be 
added, .namely : “Provided that in fixing such percentage the Board 
shall take into consideration the existing competitive rates by rail and 
river routes,” was put and lost. 


Bfbu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: 1 bog to move that ufter clause 
66(M the following proviso 1 h% inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that the percentages shall in no case be such a« to make 
the steamer rate* rise to the level of the rates charged by the 
railways.” 

• 

Sip, in moving this amendment I am actuated by a consideration 
for the agriculturists and the small traders. We all know that not 
an inconsiderable* |s»rtion of agricultural jnoduce of the country is 
transported from one part of the country to the other by steam vessels. 
If the f>er<entages were raised there will be no choice for the owners 
of the steam vessels but to raise the rates und in the long run the 
agrit ulturists and the small traders will I** hard hit. Therefore, I 
prof N>se this proviso as a safeguard for the agriculturists. With these 
words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. C. R. tUMNER: With regard to this amendment 1 have only 
one remark to make, and that is that if the Hnn’hle mover followed my 
remarks in respect of the previous amendment, he would I think surely 
huve realised that the suggestion that steamer rates should in no case 
rise to the level of the rates charged by the railways is an utter 
impossibility until such time as the present policy of the Railway Board 
is changed. In many cases, as I have said in my remarks, it does not 
rest with the steamer companies whether the rates may or may not be 
less than thbse of the railways. So I do not think that this amend- 
ment can possibly bp accepted. 

TH* Htn’bto AIM) I law* Bahadur Sir ABOELKiRlff OHUZ- 
NAVI, af Diktaurs I am afraid I mult oppose this amendment. Gov- 
ernment must be fair. When I rose to oppose the other amendment, 
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I explained that the intention of Government was to be fair to all 
parties* For the same reaeon I find myself not in a position to accept 
this amendment. 

The motion was then pot and lost. 

The sanction of Government ofjtodia not having #l TteeiT' received, 
motion No. 292 did not arise. * o 

The motion that clause 66 stand part of the Bill was Q then put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 67. 

The motion that clause 67 stand part of the* Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 67 A. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I beg # to move that in 
clause 67A, sub-clause (2) in lines 7 to 9, for the words beginning with 
“shall determine” and ending “accordingly” the following be suln 

stituted, namely : — • 

. 

“may, if it is satisfied that the certificate was wrongly or improperly 
made cancel or modify such certificate and shall, if it* is not so satisfied 
confirm such certificate.” 

Sir, the language of the clause requires modification .“ What the 
/clause provides is that the Local Government after culling for such 
information and causing such inquiry if any to be made as it thinks 
fit shall determine the amount, if any, for which the owner shall be 
liable and shall cancel, modify or confirm the certificate accordingly. 
I am afraid there may be cases in which nothing is chargeable and 
that is not provided for. Then again, why make it obligatory on Gov- 
ernment to determine* the amount when Government may not have to 
determine anything at all, because Government may be satisfied that 
the certificate is correct? If the certificate is incorrect, then the Gov- 
ernment might cancel, or modify the certificate. Modification includes 
the fixing of a different rate. I submit that the language of the clause 
does not convey exactly what the framers of the Bill wanted to convey. 
The Local Government should have the power, if it is satisfied that the 
^/Certificate is not correct, to modify nr cancel it, and if it is satisfied 
that the certificate is correct, to confirm it. But the two “shalls” land 
the Government in an impossibility. It may not be necessary to cancel 
or modify the certificate at all, but that contingency is not provided 
for. This is only a verbal amendment which makes the meaning clear. 

Tht Hon* We Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CH UL- 
NA VI, ot D Ud ua r 8 I regret the oversight which resulted in not ask- 
ing the House to include the good Doctor to be a member of the 
Select Committee, because in that case he would have been given the 
opportunity of putting forth his arguments on various points. I may 
any, however, that this clause was very carefully considered by the 
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Slfodt Committee and the draft, as it is, answers the purpose of •the 
amendment. I do not think the suggested modification would improve 
the clause in any way. Heifce I cannot accept it. 

The^iidtllJnVas then put and lost^ 


Or. ifaRElH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I l>eg to move that in 

clause 67Anfor sutaolause [3) the following be substituted, namely: — 
• * 

% t (3)Ji he pendency of an appeal to the Irocal Government shall not 
by itself entitle the owner appealing to withhold jwiyment to the Board 
of the amount in respect of which the certificate has l>een issued, but 
the Local tiovernment may. if satisfied that substantial injury would 
be caused to tli£ owner if he is compelled to pay such amount, stay 
such payment on terms of jwrt payment or otherwise.” 

Sir, the principle of the clause as it stands is that the filing of the 
appeal by the person cojiflprncd would ipso facto ojxMutc as a suspen- 
sion of the payment. Well, this is putting a temptation liefore every- 
body to file an appeal just for the pur|*)se of delaying payment if for 
nothing else. In place of that 1 am substituting a clause by which it 
would be loft to the discretion of the Local Government to determine 
whether the payment could he staved or not. The principle einliodied 
in the clause as I have drafted is the principle embodied in the Civil 
Procedure (’ode and it is the same principle which was the subject- 
matter of discussion in this House with regard to the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act, and then Government most strenuously oppmsed any such 
principle as i.s embodied in sub-clause (3). Why the attitude of Gov- 
ernment should he different m the case of the owner of a steam vessel 
from that towards a man against whom a surcharge is to be levied in 
the Calcutta Corporation is very difficult to understand. The j*>sition 
is this; the Waterway* Board makes a charge against which there is 
an appeal by which the owner of a steam vessel wants that the charge 
should he Its. 50 less out of Ks. 5,000 which has l*»en charge. Cnder 
sub-clause (3) the jsiyment is tpso facto sus|>ended and the wheels of 
Government run none too fast. On the other hand the owner is saved 
from joying the money for tay, six months or more. It would be n 
great advantage for him to keep the money in his jtocket for six mouths. 
On the contrary 1 suggest that if the Government is satisfied that 
there is substantial injury to the owner, it will be open to the Local 
Government 4o stay the payment, otherwise the payment will have to 
be made. If, so warn as there is an appeal, the whole payment is 
suspended, appeals An the most flimsy grounds may be taken just fpr 
the sake of deferring payment. I, therefore, think that Government 
should be satisfied that there are substantial grounds before this dis- 
pensation* is granted, and I **ggeste<f that the rule of the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code be adopted here in preference to the rule laid down in 
the Bill. 


6 
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•Mr. L. B. FAWCUS* Sir, I think the answer is vary simple. The 
Select Committee decided that pending an appeal the disputed amount 
should not be payable to the *®oard. This amendment woulji nega- 
tive that decision or rather w^jlA make it incumbent ^n'tfie appellant 
to obtain a special order of the local Government if payment is to be 
withheld. The view taken by the Select Committee seems to entail 
less hardship and Government consider that unless there* is a strong 
feeling i» the House to the contrary they would prefer to negative this 
amendment. ^ e • 

The motion was then put and lost. 

r 

Dr. NAfiESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I beg to move that after 

clause G7A (3) the following be added, namely: — ** 

“(4) Nothing herein contained shall oust the jurisdiction of the 
Civil Court to determine the question of the legality or otherwise of 
the claim of the Board under the certificate.” 

Sir, the meaning of the amendment is quite clear and so I do not 
wuiit to make a speech. 

e 

Mr. L. R. FA WO US: We consulted the Legal Remembrancer 
on the question uf this amendment and he advised us that it would be 
redundant and that the inherent jurisdiction of the Civil Court will 
uot be affected in any way by the clause as it stands. 1 , therefore, 
oppose the amendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause (J7A stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that clause G7B stand part of the Bill was put and 
sgreed to. 

Clause 63. 

Bftbu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that after clause 
08(7) the* following be added, namely:-- 

“Provided that the vessels using any line of navigation under the 
control of the Board in exercise of a right of fishery shall not be liable 
to pay any licence fee under the Act.” 

Sir, as we know, in almost all navigable rivers rights are exercised 
bv certain classes of persons and in exercise of those rights fishermen 
4#h in those rivers. If you impose any licence fern on these classes 
of people then it will interfere with the growth of fishery, and 
fishery is jpne of the valuable industries which our province possesses. 
We should not therefore in any way interfere with or infringe on the 
rights which they have enjoyed from time immemorial in accordance 
with custom and law. 



] GOVERNMENT BILL, $$ 

'•aft* tATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYs I beg* to 

aqpport the amendment of my friend. As a matter of fact, in Eastern 
there are many fi*h#rnien whggee only mean* of subsistence ia 
fohin|Sft J J ^H ;iver* and if this Act is going to he applied to them, 
I am afraid many of them will hafp $r> give up their avocation and 
livelihood Besides it will not bring much revenue* to Government. 
I think therefore that Government should accept this amendment. 

*KHnf lilndur •MnHvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Lhave ipp suspicion 
when Bahu Khetter Mohan liny move* an v amemlment after some 
amendments have been carried in the house. Sfay 1 ask my ffifnd 0* 
to exactly what he means by saying “any vessels using any line of 
navigation m enmW of a ri^ht of fishery”? Doe* it apjrty to fisher- 
men who take the lease for catching fish? Does the Ixirgcular exercise 
the right of fishing nr does the znmndar exercise his right of fishing? 
Me do not understand vftiat actually l^is intention is. If he mean* 
fishermen, then he proposes that anybody who catches fish should 
be exempt, and # if that is intended he proposes that all fishermen 
•hop Id be exempted. But this is made clear by his amendment. It 
would be better if he had framed it in this way that fishermen catching 
fish should be exempted; but surely the language of his amendment 
as it stands is a bit unintelligible. That is my objection to this 
provision. I would certainly not mind if this Rouse decided that all 
fishermen should be exempted; hut that ia a matter for the House 
to decide. If the House passes the clause as it stand* it will mean 
immense* trouble and pmlaihly a c ertain amount of litigation. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: The Hon hie Member 
in charge of the Bill cast a most undeserving slur upon my friend, 
Khan Bahadur Axixul Haque, when he slandered him by saving that 
he was neither a jurist nor something else. But 1 think, now that 
he is a great jurist and has got the essential qualification of a jurist 
to find distinctkia without a difference. But if my friend will read 
the clause and the amendment together, he will find that under this 
clause what is proposed is that the Board may give notice of their 
intention to levy licence fees in respect of any class of vessels. 
Licence fees will be charged in reepect of vessels and not on anything 
else, and wjiat is sought to be protected by this amendment is the 
vessels using any line of navigation in the exercise of any right* of 
fishery; that is to, say, fishing vessels. It is neither Hie fishermen 
nor the zemindars nor anybody else who are going to get opt of tj»e 
fees. What is sought to be excluded is only the vessels-^*-- 

• 

KtWl Bttatur Maiftvi AZIZUL HAI|lJEf But how many months 
in the year will these vessel* be exercising this right? 
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* Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I do not care about 
that. What I am thinking about is that those who use the channel 
for the purpose of navigatjpn stand ion a footing different frotu 
persons who use them for. the purpose of fishing: tjjfi^jflljj^tion is 
certainly well founded. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKEqiM CHUZ- 
NAVIp of Dilduar: I think there is considerable misapprehension in 
the mind of the mover as well as of my friend, Babu Satish Chandra 
Bay Chowdhury, alx>ut this amendment. Sir, an appeal has been 
made to me that fishing boats should not be taxed. But it has not 
been said here on any occasion what sort of boats will have to pay the 
licence fee; that is left entirely to the Board. If th$ Board consider." 
that smaller vessels and fishing boats or lioats of that kind should be 
exempted, well, they will exempt them, and so far as Government is 
concerned they believe that that will be the case. Licences will be 
imposed on boats that carry* merchandise and proper care would be 
taken to see that no hardship is caused and nothipg is done so far 
as little din (/Ins or fishermen’s boats, etc., are concerned. I think 
that 1 huve been uble to remove this misapprehension. As regards 
the other point a (dear answer has been given by Khan Bahadur 
Azizul Haque, who though he may lie a jurist, yet is not a philosopher. 
I oppose this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The motion that clauses (>S to 8(1 stand part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 87. 

; Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motions N os. 303 and 304 do not arise, since 
sanction has not been received from the Government of India. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: 1 beg to move that in clause 87, 
line 4, for the words “five lakhs of” the words “two lakhs and fifty 
thousand” be substituted. 

My object in moving this amendment is that, when the new Board 
has been formed, it should find its own finance. Our provincial 
exchequer is not overflowing with money, so 1 do not think that they 
should have more than Rs. 2,50,000 which I consider would be 
sufficient. 

' Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I rise to oppose 
the amendment. We are here to see that proper finance comes from 
some quarter and the Select Committee have most advisedly accepted 
the idea that Government should contribute Ra. 5 lakhs. I see no 
reason why we should now deviate from the path that they have 
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chalked out for us. They are our representatives and tried their bearfto 
halp us out of all difficulties that would he experienced on the floor 
of this House. I do not Aiow how we can now go against their 
considfM iflp«gon and ruling. Here they, including the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Bill, have come to the conclusion that Rs. 5 
lakhs witt be found from the Government exchequer and I do not 
know why a member from nmong us should say that that money should 
be curtailed and that we should he satisfied with Rs. 2,50,000 only. 
We, can expect this only from the gentleman from Bankurn. We 
think that Government should adequately finance this scheme which 
is their creation: and when this is their pet child why should* not 
they nurture it out of their own finance 'r That ought to be the first 
consideration. I *ee n<» reason why w> should usk this House to 
accept a lesser sum than Its. 5 lakhs. This is also another acid test 
through which Government will have to pass. If the Government are 
really anxious to see thaj the scheme that they have inaugurated 
ought to be carried out by the country, why should they close their 
purse-strings and say that they have no adequate finance to give to 
the Board. I appeal to Government to see that adequate funds are 
provided to the Board so that they may actually function: when I 
say sof I say so with full responsibility. f know as a matter of fact 
that the Bill is not coming into operation a* long as the present 
-lump continues: I am not sure if the Bill will at all come into 
operation. After what has fallen from the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill, I am inclined to think that the Bill will not come into 
operation for any length of time. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and others will have to be approached and then he will have to wait 
till the* economic condition improves. This being the case, l think 
this pet child can grow only when the economic condition improve* 
and when the Government finances also improve with it. 

Now coming to the point, T see no reason why its. 5 lakhs should 
not come from Government. ( Applause!) Sir, when J find that 
applause is coming from my friend to the left, I believe lie is ulso 
of the same opinion; but I do not know whether he has changed his 
mind in the meantime. T t*ke him at his word as I see his name 
appears as one of the persons who signed the report of the Select 
Committee. So I believe lie still holds that view and will stick to it 
and support me in the opinion which I have expressed. With these 
words, Sir, I^oppose the motion of Mr. Sahana. 

(The Council udjourned for prayer.) 


(After adjournment.) 


Dm Hon’bto Alhadj Nawab Bahat|ir Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: I have since consulted my hon’ble colleague*, 
and I have decided to accept the amendment moved by Balm Satya 
Kinkar Sahana. 
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VMr. tHANTI fHEKHAREiWAR RAY: May I inquire if Che . 
Hon’ble Member i» not going to move bis own motidbP 

6 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is covered by this one. 

The motion being put, a division was called for. 


Khtft Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: On, a point of 

information. Sir. The difficulty here is that we do rtot know exactly 
what happened. In the first instance, when Mr^ Sahana woved^his 
amendment, the Hon’ble Member did not accept it 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you were caught napping ? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Yes, but we plead 
reasonable excuse, because we thought that the Hon’ble Member 
would move his own amendment on which** we all thought we would 
have an opportunity of speaking. Hut we have been taken by 
surprise • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: II o\\ could he if lit* accepted the* amendment 
of Mr. Sahana ? 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: The difficult is that 
the mutter was not sufficiently debated, and if carried the other 
matrons in the name of several other persons in the House will be 
dropped. We admit am* have been caught napping, but the matter 
is a very important one. It is entirely m your discretion to recall 
the division and give us an opportunity of further debate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think the rules provide for such 
leniency. It is not possible to recall the division. The amendment 
was before the House, and if vou did not speak, it was vour own 
.fault . 1 can only be sorry for that. 

Tbe division was (hen taken with the, following result. 


AYES. 


Altai, Rav—a— a Mvaja ••tea»i4 Kin 
Baiaiar. 

•at, Rt ItWI lint OliMrL 
Baaarfc It at Ba— «ar l a t te— f t Matt. 

Rama, Rat iattft hMtem. 

•amaa. la— tvtafca H. 

Mr V— la, A —a laMt Maatri 
Bar*, Mr. K *. 

MtaBtfe Mr. A M» 


K4(te|. Mr. R. R. A. 

Karat g, Maaftri Bar lakaai Aftaa. 

far— at, tta Maa*tta RaaA A. A. W, A —a 

Finn Mr. L. •> 

B— at, MM Maa*Ma Mr Biara hul a. 

Itenait, tfca NaaHt AtaatfJ Raara* Bafca—r 
Mr A— ttar laMl BBBar. 

•Bate rW. Mr. B. B. 


Mr. B. 
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Mi. MW Mm -H a Wr. t. M. 

Mm ■« laHiiMr link 
^M*a WIWWot VN^pii 

Bay, Mr. tana Kaato. 
tty. ft*. I H. 

tty Bbaatfbari, kite Ntti ItiMn 
•artoc, ttl t ut or BiMBfMilH. 
M, Mr. B. 1. 

Mtfta. Mr. tnit IktMre. 

Tr i m, Mr. t. r. v. 
wttkiaaaa, Mr. N. t. 

WMtUtt. Mr. A. DaC 
WtMbaatf, Ut HUHt Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 

AMawrtb, Mr. B. 1. 

BOO, Matt* SyM Mt|M. 
potrji, Mr. f. 

Ban, Mr. Bartatfra Raaiar. 

B*rka»yra, Mr. H. § 

•baatfbari, Kkaa Babaiar Maalvi AUaiataaaiaa 
•baatfbari, Br. tfayaatfra Bbaatfra. 
i baatfbari, Baba KltbtH Mtbaa. 

•baatfbari, Maafti lyatf Otaiu MaMar.* 

•baartfbary, Maatvt AMal tbaai. 

•baatfbary, Maalvi Mural Attar. 

Data, Mr. B. It. , 

rastaHab, Maalvi Mabaaiaiat. 

Maklai, Maalvi AMal. 

Hat at, Kbaa Babatfar Maalvi Aziza I . 

Maaat, Katf tatfatfat. 

Matala, MaarU Matbarraf, Kbaa Babatfar. 

Naaaala, Rnlvl Mabaaiaatf. 

Kata a, Maatvt AMI. 

Kbaa, Kbaa l a katfar Maatvt Maanaa AN. 

Kbaa. Maalvi TaaiiaUta. 

The “Ayes” being 48 ami “Noes” 41, the motion was cBTTtsd. 


Clause S7 as amended. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, may we not havo B 

general discussion now on < lause 87 us amended}' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: V e., vmi ran nppitk on tin* claunp now. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, liy carrying thia 
amendment (Government without giving any explanation havo gone 
behind the report of the II op ky ns Committee. As is known to the 
House the Hopkyns Committee recommended that about M to 14 lakba 
of rupees ought to be made available for carrying on the work of 
navigation, and yeClhere is no explanation offered why a aum of rupeeg 
two lakhs fifty thousand only is to be sanctioned for 
the project. Probably the reason behind it is that that will be 
the extent of retrenchment that wilf be possible by introducing this 
me asu re ia the Preiidency. The House has not yet been able to get 


MbHJ, Mr. B. 

Mataa, Mr. B. A. 

MUHr, Mr. B. t. 

MaaNa, Khan Babatfar Mabaaiaiatf AMal. 
Makbayatfbyaya, Mai laMk lanrt Bkaatfra. 
Maf, Baba lak Lai. 

Mkball, Mr. 6. K. 

Mart#*, Mr. N. B. 

Qaaaaat, Maalvi Abal. 

Babaiaa, Maalvi Axlcar. 

Maat Baba HtMal. 

Bay, Baba Jttaatfra Natb. 

HR, Ral labik Afcibay Kaaiar. 

•aa Bapta, Br. Raraab Bbaatfra. 

•bah. Maalvi AMal NaaNtf. 

Mafb, tfrijai Ta| Babatfar. 

•atalMaa, Maalvi MabamaM. 

| btavaa, Mr. 4. W. B. 
i taaiaar, Mr. 0. B. 

Tbaapaaa, Mr. W. M. 


KMa, Mr. Raaaa* Rab«aa. 
mgftt Mr.B. ft. 

MMMt,W.B.B. 

■Mira, Baba tarai Bbaatfra. 

Bag, IMMfMi B. A. 

■nTnrmi rn HfTX Mr. Kbvafc 
Babaa. ftr . A. 

Rabaaa, M% A. F. ft. AMar* 
til Mabaaal, ftaalatff Bab. 

Bay* Baba klaga^Rtfra Ika^ayaa. 

Bay Bba Wb w y ^ b. K. B. 

Bay BMvtfbary, Baba totfek Bbaatfra. 
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any idea as to how that retrenchment is possible and how the figures have 
beii arrived at. If those figures had been available, it would have 
been possible to compare them with the figures of the Hopkyna Com* 
mittee. Unfortunately, those figures are not available and welj^ve to 
take it for granted that this is the figure which CPdVfflflnent can 
retrench. Whether or no more retrenchment is possible, Government 
by carrying this amendment have left no room for enhancement of the 
grant except that the Local Government shall pay to the Beard during 
the first 5 years after the commencement of the Act Ian annual con- 
tribution of not less than rupees two lakhs fifty thousand payable* in 
equal instalments on the first day of each quarter. If this draft had 
been so couched that this was the minimum sum available and that 
more sum w'ould be payable by Government if the necessity arose, it 
would have been all right. But as it is, it is only l«s. 2,50,000 that 
will he available, unless of course some interpretation is put on it in a 
different manner. I do not at this stage want to say anything more 
than this: that after the recording of votes \Ve feel that the Board will 
begin to function with very great paucity of funds. The needs of 
Bengal rivers so far as navigation is concerned are wry great and we 
have heard both here ami outside that it is considered that by recon- 
structing the waterways it will be possible to make navigation con- 
venient for all. Well, Sir, when it •> possible for Government to give 
help in this direction, they are not going to do anything. I need not 
say anything more. The general sense of the House is that that this 
is a very small grant and it will be better if more grants are made 
available for this purpose. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, by helping to curry 
this amendment the Government has taken the last step to make the 
whole Bill absolutch farcical. We have moved in this House amend- 
ment after amendment, trwng to improve the Bill and to secure that 
the Bill should operate for the benefit of the people. All those amend- 
ments have been stoutly opposed h\ Government and last of all comes 
tlys finjjd blow. The Bill constitutes a Board which must have a 
Chairman with a salun fixed, a Chief Engineer and nt least one 
Executive Engineer, and the Board must ha \ e a corresponding staff to 
feed the Chief Engineer and the Executive Engineers. The Board must 
also maintain the white elephants — I mean the dredgers — which will be 
given free as an act of charity by the Government. After all this is 
done one can easily see that there will not be much inonej left in the 
hands of the Board to carry out any programme for the improvement 
of the waterways, far less any comprehensive programme at all. 
Therefore, thf whole thing has been reduced to an absurdity. Well, 
Sir, the Board, I am sure, with this small pittance of a grant from 
Government in place of 14$ lakhs now spent on navigation according to 
the Hopkyns Committee, the Board if cross-examined after several years 
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of it# fruitless existence, will have to say, as a frank officer of Irrig|tion 
oitce said, that their sole function is to maintain an establishment. 
I have no doubt that aftei| this last step the Bill will not have any 
support from any responsible member of this House. 

Mr.%NAR£NDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I submit that the 
acceptance of this reduced grant goes against the recommendation not 
only of th8 Hopkyns Committee, not only of all the non-official members 
of^the JJelect Committee — who were the representatives of this House 
on the Select Committee — without distinction of class, creed or colour, 
not only does it make the Bill infructuous, hut I deliberately say it is 
designed to make the Bill infructuous. Sir, for severul days now we 
have been hearing about the anxiety ot (io\ci umeiit to have a Water- 
ways Board ami the value of t hat anxiety has been made patent now, 
AVe find that when Mr. Suhami moved his amendment, in answer to 
your question the Hon'hl^ Memhei said that he was going to oppose it. 
But just after tin* interval we wcie nnig up on tin* division bell and 
told that Government had accepted it. I mu not charging him for 
having changed his mind lie is quite lumpetent to change Ivis mind 
half a dozen times in as many seconds or minutes, but I submit it is an 
insult to tfie intelligence of the House, after the non-official members 
of the House in u body had iecommended that the Local Government's 
grant should be at least o lakhs and that the Government should explore 
avenues for having the finances of the Board improved, I sav it is a 
deliberate affront to the intelligence of the House to *uv now that 
Government accepts this reduced grant. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, l must at 
this stage enter my emphatic’ protest at the way in which this particular 
amendment has been dealt with. Sir, the lion 'hie Member in charge is 
certainly within his rights to have accepted the amendment of 
Mr. Sahnna, but I am afraid that the tactics which has been displayed 
by him in this matter does not redound to tin* credit of Government. 
We, on this side of the House, were considering seriously whether we 
should oppose or support tins particular amendment. Many of us were 
under the impression that if this particular amendment was passed the 
probability was that the present Art would be dropped. As we honestly 
believed that the Waterways Bill would do a great deal of good to the 
people of tWs country, we would have been very reluctant indeed to l>e 
party to any action, which would have the consequence of defeating the 
Bill altogether. At the same time I feel, Sir, that if this particular 
clause is accepted, the result will practically In* the same as if we had 
dropped the Bill. Yesterday in this *House the motion which 1 tabled 
about the dredger# and other things that would be taken over by the 
Board under compul#ion a# a free gift was defeated, with the consequence 
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that- the Board will have to maintain all these costly useless article* 
I dcrnot know what the cost of the maintenance of these dredgers at 
the present moment is, hut I believe it is fomewhere in the region of 
Its. 2J lakhs. The implication of this amendment will be that foj the 
first 6 years the Board will be able to do nothing else than W Maintain 
these dredgers with the money which Government will contribute. 
What good the Waterways Bill will bring to the people if the only way 
in which the Board will function will be to maintain the establishment 
and the useless appendage? It would be much bettef if there was 
provision for larger finances in the Bill and if the«Governmeht w^he 
unable at the present moment to supply that money the Bill could be 
kept in a state «f suspended animation just as the Primary Education 
Bill has been kept. By passing this particular clause we are in this 
position that Government will bring this Act into forehand then form 
the Board and hand over to them the princely sum of lls. 2,50,000. 
That sum will not be sufficient to pay the salary of the establishment, 
the engineers and others and also meet the cist of maintenance of the 
dredgers and other appendages. At an earlier stage many of us moved 
amendments asking for the reduction of the pay of the engineers and 
others, but there also \\v were unable to reduce the expenditure. 
Government kept up the expenditure as high as they liked. At the 
same time they would not give us the money to meet the expenditure. 
I do not think that any of us cun congratulate either ourselves or the 
House for passing this Bill even it it is passed into law. I, therefore, 
oppose this clause altogether. 


Mr. C. C. MILLER: Sir, 1 regret t hat this group has to associate 
itself with the previous speakers in regard to our dislike of the tactics 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill. I personally visualise 
the Hon’hle Member rather in the guise of u great sea captain of bygone 
times who desires to sail with his grand fleet, in this case consisting of 
5 dredgers, to confer innumerable benefits on the riverine districts of 
Bengal.* That was always the slogan of the old adventurers. The 
House w'ill remember that the early sea captains of Spain indicted so 
many benefits on the peoples of Peru and Mexico that they almost 
exterminated them in the process. Then we have the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member in the guise of a thoroughly niggardly paymaster, 
that again is very true to type. The Government in those days seldom 
spent much on expeditions before they were sent out. Thus, if the 
ship foundered and the enterprise came to nothing, Government lost 
ve*y little. If on the other hand, the fleet returned with rich cargoes, 
those cargoes w*ere equally divided between the captain and the crew 
and the Government. Very oftey such cargoes showed unmistakable 
signs of being the legitimate properties of others, but Government did 
aot ask any question. Principles remain though methods may change. 
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lk those times Government supplemented their income by piracy and in 
these days Government line their coffers by continuous and exccSsive 
taxation. I am afraid I efunot place the non-official members of the 
SeleaL^ omm i t tee in any role except that they ore hard-headed business- 
men of to-day. They desire that their admiral should achieve his 
benefit^ t object , but they also desire that Government should at the 
outset place at his disposal funds sufficient for his successful achieve- 
ment. The admiral, however, by tactics to which we have taken 
exception proposes to sail hopelessly undermanned, utterly ill-equipped 
and one cannot bul feel that the result would he disastrous. Since there 
is not enough money at the outset his expedition in all probability will 
have to live on piracy or excessive taxation. In thtw'itaytf of scarcity 
excessive taxation hus n way ot working hack alon# the chain till it 
reaches the man at the end who bears the principal weight ; he is the 
primary producer and the self same raiynt whom our admiral desires to 
benefit. We cannot but jeel that once be lias left the shores of Calcutta, 
that well-known fia#, the wuter-hyacintli, will l>e hauled down from the 
mast-head and the old pirates fla# of the skull and cross-lames hoisted in 
its place. We feel. Sir, that the expedition will be disastrous and what 
will be left of it will be one or two derelict dredgers or a telescope washed 
up on the shores ot Sunderbans. However, there is nothin# that we 
can do except that we feel very stron#lv that we must oppose this 
clause. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I think to-day’s incident should be an eye- 
opener to the members of all the #n>ups of this House. Mr. Miller has 
just pointed out, very seriously I think, while referring to the captain 
of the ship, that tiie cargoes are divided between the captain of the 
ship and the Government; but he for#ets that it is by our action that 
the Government venture to do all sorts of things, because when the 
members of different groups are always support in# the Government in 
meusures detrimental to the interests of the people, they absolutely 
for#et that the other members of the House equally feel when the 
car#oes are shared in the lav staled by Mr. Miller. Those #entlemen 
have realised it to-day, and I say that it is the folly and tactics of 
Government, and we the members on this side of the House knew it for 
a Ion# time and therefore we opposed Government in all those measures 
which wedenew were not adopted in the interests of the people. 

Comin# to th«* question before the House, it has l»een clearly 
explained by several members what this amount of Rs. 2,50,000 is*for. 
We have often protested a#ainst the principles of the Bill and ur#ed 
upon the House to do so. They are avast in# this money. In fart in the 
countryside Government are oppresein# the people, and their oppreeeion 
it worse than that of the Marhattn Bargt*. I want the member* of thi* 
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Houfp, especially the independent Britishers, to realise that the Gov- 
ernment is doing nothing but only bluffing us. If we take the matter 
into our serious consideration, we all find tllat this sum of Rs. 5 lakhs 
is after all nothing but a mere drop in the ocean to do any gnndHfl the 
people and to save the dying rivers of the province. Therefore, I # would 
request the members of the House not to support Government <ti every 
occasion and encourage them to do all sorts of injustice to thej>eople. 


MauJvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I regret that whenever there is a cry for 
something to be done for the benefit of the people of this country, Gov- 
ernment should oppose it and come forward with a Bill f of their own 
before this Council. Just as Khan Bahadur Momin has said, we have 
passed the Primary Education Bill and I may add the Bengal Industries 
Bill simply in the belief that Government really intend to do something 
for the benefit of the people. Blit we find that in fact there is no such 
intention on the part of Government, and I think somq practical jokes 
have been played upon us often. One of the reasons put forward as to 
why we should accept the amendment moved bv Babu Satya Kinkar 
Sahanu is that Government have not sufficient funds at their disposal. 

I sav in reply that Government have money to Throw into the Ganges 
and in many other directions, but whenever money is wanted for the 
benefit of the people, for the improvement of their economic condition, 
and even for the improvement of tin* Government itself, they will not 
spend a pie, because the Writers’ Building think that whatever they 
think proper is the onlv thing to he considered the best. We have 
tolerated this state of things for rather too long, and it would be rather 
too much for us to swallow this pill. It is no good having the Water- 
ways Board without sufficient funds behind it. The Government of 
Bengal very generously and 1 think most extra-generously have con- 
tributed a very heavy sum to the Calcutta Inipiovemeut Trust for the 
improvement of Calcutta where the Government generally reside, hut 
Calcutta is not Bengal, and the people of Bengal will not benefit by 
the improvement of Calcutta. It may be the second city in the empire 
and money has been found for the impro\ement of its roads, lands and 
bye-lanes, but no money is available for the advancement of industries or 
even for the improvement of waterways which affect the greater por- 
tion of the province. J, therefore, agree with my friends in opposing 
this amendment. This motion has been opposed by the leader of the 
Muhammadan group, by the European group and by two prominent 
meifibers of the Hindu group, and if in spite of this opposition Gov- 
ernment press for this motion, it would be sheer want of prudence on 
their part. Of course, they can bo whatever they like, liut I think 
it would not be fair on their part to ignore the opinion of all sections of 
the House. 
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V The Hon’bla Alhadj Nawab Bahadur lir ABDELKERIM CgUZ- 
MAVIf of Dillfciar: Mr. President, Sir, I have heard some member 
talking of tactics and the Khan Bahadur sitting yonder saying that it 
did ni * v credit. But may 1 ask him ’whether he can deny 

that I only acted on his own advice? Can he deny that I have only 
accept^ the advice that he put forward, and am I now to exclaim 
“Oh Lord! deliver us from our advisers”? 

, Mr.. PRESIDENT: I shall l.o much obliged if you do not introduce 
matters which are not before the House. 

The Hon’Me Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ. 
NAVI, of DiU|iar: Very well, Sir, I was certain before I came into 
the Chambers that one of the members would get up and say that 
Government, who based its Bill on the report of the Expert Committee, 
is now going behind it altogether ond # that has actually been said, 
repeated, laid stress upon by a person no other than the gallant Khan 
Bahadur hailing from Nadia. Sir, I deny that charge. 1 say that 
Government have stood b\ the report, do stund by the report and they 
did nothing against the report. What is the position? The Expert 
Committee in their report recommended that the contribution from 
Government should be ’> lakhs; they also stated how that 5 lakhs was 
to he derived and this is what thev sa\ : 

“We suggest that the first source of the Trust’s income should be 
a grant from the Local Government based upon the expenditure 
actually incurred on navigation during the three >ears prior to the form- 
ation of the Trust. We have not the full information necessary to 
enable us to calculate the amount of this grant ; it will have to be 
determined by the Accountant-General after a detailed scrutiny of the 
accounts of the years in question. For the purpose of the calculation 
any exceptional expenditure, which is unlikely to recur, such as that 
on the renewal of the bridges on the Calcutta canals, might be excluded 
from the expenditure side, Government merely undertaking to finance 
the work in question to completion; similarly from the receipts on 
capital account should be excluded exceptional and non-recurring 
receipts such as any largt* items on account of the sale of land. For 
the purpose of the calculation we should not regard expenditure upon 
the sluices on the Lower Kumar as exceptional; new works of one kind 
or another, # to the amount expended annually upon these sluices, may 
be anticipated in ijverv year. From rough figures which have been 
placed before us it seems likely that the past normal annual expenditure 
on navigation will work out at about 1U. 14} lakhs. 

“In fhe same way the average receipts from tolls during the last 
three years should be calculated; the amount will probably be found 
to be about Rs. 9} lakhs. Assuming these figures (mark the word 
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'awlming*) to be correct, w#propose that the Local Government should 
hand over to the Trust the existing navigation works in the province 
and the right to collect tolls upon them together with a grant of Its. 5 
lakhs, the present deficit on their working.” 

Well, Sir, I maintain that Government have followed prec^lfely the 
recommendations made by the Expert Committee and this is how it 
has been worked out. The Government contribution whielf was sug- 
gested in my amendment was Its. 2,31,000. This is based on the 
difference between the normal expenditure on, and 'the receipts from, 
the navigation works to he handed over to the Trust. It represents a 
sum equal to the estimated annual saving which will accrue to Govern- 
ment when the Trust is formed, exclusive of interest on and the 
repayment of loans which Government will continue to bear. The Irri- 
gation Department Committee estimated the savings at approximately 
R«. 5 lakhs. This figure however included the whole of the pro rata 
charges for establishment on thv works which will he taken over by the 
Trust. The Bengal Government will, however, not be entirely relieved 
of all these charges as only one division, three subdivisions and 12 sec- 
tions can bo abolished in the Irrigation Department on the formation of 
the Trust. When correctly calculated on t he above lines, fhe savings 
amount to Us. 2,31,000. 

Therefore, it will be seen that Government has In no way deviated 
from the recommendation of the Select Committee. The question has 
been raised as regards the correctness of the figures arrived at. Sir, 1 
have these figures with me and they have been cheeked by the Finance 
Department, the Hon'ble Finance Member is here to answer the charge. 
If any member cares to cheek the calculations and if he can prove that 
the figures are wroug aud that the amount should be five lakhs, well, 
Government will certainly put down that amount. I have l>aeed the 
figures in my amendment on the recommendation of the Committee and 
in the manner in which t hey recommended that this amount should be 
derived. So much for this. 

I want all the members of the House to Send me their ears and listen 
very carefully to what I am saying. I said so only the other day that 
1 am with them and that nohod> would he better pleased than myself 
ff the Trust could start with, why five lakhs but even a crore of rupees. 
I believe that the machinery which by the grace of God we are going 
to set up to-day w ill be something which will do immense good to the 
popple m the country. I do think that our rivers, bur beefs, our khals 
and those minor routes which contribute to the health and prosperity 
of the rural population have been woefully neglected. I said so in the 
Select Committee aud I repeat it now that the negligence has been such 
that it might almost be called criminal. But, however, it is never too 
katr to mend, and, therefore, now that the time has come when with 
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the* co-operation of this House, co-operatftai with the members of the 
Select Committee we have^evolved a machinery in order to really do 
some god d to the country, it should be understood that there is no 
intenlton-wn the part of the Government to belittle it. Furthermore* 
may I# Sir, with your permission, just read the clause an it is in the 
Bill. What Joes this clause say ? It says this : — 

“Therf sh^Jl be payable by the Local Government to the Board 
during the first five years after the commencement of this Act an annual 
contribution of ndt les.s than five lakhs of rupee# payable in equal 
instalments on the first day of each quarter and after the expiry of the 
above period such annual contribution as may be determined from time 
to time by tbe Local Government. 

This clause lays down the amount ui Government's contribution. 
Sir, what does that mean? Is that not plain English? The words “not 
less than five lakhs of rupees” ? Does debar Government at any time 
from paying not only five lakhs but even fifty lakhs? I pray to God 
aloug with you .that that time may come wheu financial improvement 
will be at our doors and Government will be in a position not only to 
pay five lakhs but oil lakhs or even oue mire or two crores, if necessary. 
I say, Sir, that at the present moment ue have to cut our coat according 
to our cloth. But the ^11 uncial condition at the present moment is such 
that Government fdimild lie careful of embodying such a statutory pro- 
vision to the extent of five lakhs. They must safeguard themselvea a# 
they have to look after the various interests in the various departments, 
of Government and in various walks of life. In view of the financial 
situation Government had thought it prudeut to agree to a minimum 
statutory provision of two and a half lakhs. But we made it quite clear 
that we kept the door not only ajar but wide open for Government to 
enable them to enhance the amount whenever they were able to do so. I 
see, therefore, no reason why members of this House should take any 
exception to the clause in the manner in which it hag been framed. 
In addition to this when the time actually came, when the psychological 
moment actually arrived for me to move my amendment, and 1 found 
that there was a gentlemln sitting o\er there, I mean my friend* 
Mr. Satya Kinkar Sahana, who actually moved an amendment which 
meant a few thousand rupees more than the amount which Government 
proposed to put dow-n in the Bill as a result of the calculHion which 
I have jus# referred to, and having regard to the fart that only* the 
other day w'hen my friend, Maulvi Majid Baksh, speaking in thin 
House said, we should be thankful for what finances we have been 
to secure for the Board, I thought it would be an ac t of geettlVe if 1 
could get my colleagues, particularly my colleague tbe Finance 
Member, to agree to the simple proposition of raising the amount to 
two and half lakhs. So it will appear that I have not in any way been 
guilty of any tactics. On the contrary, I maintain that I have gives 

T> t 
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pro(J of the innate sympathy of Government and the views which 
Government take in this matter ; but I very much regret to see that this 
gesture of Government instead of being flailed with acclamation has 
been received with suspicion in this House, and that some mamb^fs who 
have spoken, have not been able to understand the implication^ of the 
clause or the broad-mindedness and large-heartedness of 0overtment in 
the matter. (Interruptions.) a 

1 share the anxiety of my friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, to 
see the Board's coffers well filled; yes, I entirely agree witlf him # in 
this view', but I do protest against what some members have said that 
this contribution is nothing and so on. I say, Sir, that their memory 
is very short. A few r days ago I gave an exposition of the financial 
position of the Board but that has not been commented on by any 
speaker. I further stated that this will be a concern which will be 
carried on by experts belonging to various public bodies in businesslike 
manner by men who have been trained in various matters. Further- 
more to begin with we are going to have a decent amount of money. 
Let us make a beginning and see what we can do with this money. 
Sir, those members who have got up in this House and said that they do 
not realise this aspect of the position do not remember the*old saying 
that “a bird in hand is worth two in the bush.” We have got the 
machinery settled, our finunces are quite enough ‘at any rate to begin 
with, but if after experience of the working it is found that they are 
not enough there will he ample time to bring in an amending Bill; the 
Board may appeal to the Government to raise the amount of the 
contribution, and Government may be only too glad to help the Board 
in every way it can, a machinery which has been designed to do so 
much good to benefit the people of Bengal. The only difference is thut 
hitherto not much attention lias been paid to this matter. Sir, what is 
the machinery now going to doP The beneficent activities of the 
Board will be distributed between all classes of people, so that the rural 
population will also be benefited. 

I have also been told in this connection that the flag of water- 
hyacinth will be hoisted or some such phrase which I was not quite able 
to catch. But I can ussurc my friend who used that phrase that 

Mr. C. C. MILLER. Sir, all I said was that it was probable that 
the water-hyacinth Hug will be lowered and the black Hag skull and 
cross-boues would be hoisted in its place. 

ilit Hon 1 hit A I had] Nawab Bahadur Sir A8DELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: But that would make ike thing much worse and 
this only gives me the impression ttiat he has failed to grasp the position, 
but it is no use further labouring the point. I think it will be under- 
stood that there is no question at all about the machinery doing nothing 
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important. On the contrary, it has a great future before it, mS for 
that reason I think we should all give our wholehearted support to a 
measure of this kind. 


KhdbBahajIlfr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of information, 
Sir. Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to circulate the figure, the 
basis on u%ich Jie has arrived at his calculation? The Hon’ble Member 
hag stated that Government will be able to spare Its. 2,30,000. Will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to tell us whether this will be available 
to us, or will it be convenient to him to circulate this figure. 


The Hon’ble AlhatfJ Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: 1 have it on the authority of my friend to the 
right, the Finance Member of Bengal, lie will be only too pleased to 
explain the figures, and fhe way in which they have been arrived at. 
Anyone who cures, may ooiue and see them. 

• 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: You have heard the Hon’ble Member, 
Sir. You liave heard his apology for his life. He began by saying 
that be had heard a number of criticisms of himself and his tactics. I 
have heard them too, and his replies to them; but 1 am not the judge 
who is to sum up. The House will judge the Hon’ble Member and bis 
tactics. For myself I ha\e been a member of this House for six years. 
I was associated first with the Government of Bengal ubout 25 years 
ago, and never in my experience has the Government descended in a 
matter of legislation to a tactical trick. Sir, in order if possible to 
smooth things over to some extent, you have been kind enough to ullow 
me to propose by way of amendment, a proviso to he added to this 
section. I doubt whether it has much meaning, Sir, but you shall 
judge : 

“Provided that on the representation of the Board or otherwise, tbo 
Local Government may raise its contribution to any sum larger than the 
amount provided in this secflon.’’ 

It is true, Sir, that all that the section provided is the minimum, 
but I think some addition like this will do two things. First of all, it 
will give t^e Board a statutory right to represent its pecuniary 
difficulties and its scarecrow character to the Government, and it will 
also indicate that this House hopes, and this House very definitely does 
hope, every man in this House hopes, that the contribution will be 
larger w^en Government can make it larger. 

Mr. 8HAMTI SHIKHARESWAR RAY: I must oppose this 
amendment moved by Mr. Thompson because I do not^ understand wbat 

7 
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he professes in putting forward an amendment of this nature. I* can 
understand opposition to this Bill, and I efp&ssed my opposition when 
the Bill was sent to* the Select Committee. 

Mr. W. H. TH0MP80N: You did not. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I did. When the 
amendment was under discussion the members from his group opposed 
the motion and I think Mr. Thompson shared in that opposition. But 
now he comes forward .with an amendment which, if accepted by the 
Government and the House, woulff* help to change his mind and the 
mind of his group. Sir, if members of the British group are serious in 
their opposition I submit they ought to be serious in thb matter. What 
is it Mr. Thompson gains if this amendment is accepted by Government P 
The Government can always raise their contribution irrespective of any 
statutory provision of this nature in this Bill. It will not help the 
Waterways Board in any way. 1 can understand the provision for a 
minimum contribution of Its. lakhs or Its. 2k lakhs because it is 
necessary that Government should be hound h\ a minimum contribution 
and would also give us an idea whothei the Waterway^ Bill when 
enacted would function. It is in no way desiiabh* to weaken our 
opposition by such a meaningless amendment. 

Maul vi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: l also feel constrained to oppose 
the motion because it seems to me to he meaningless. The Bill provides 
that the contribution should not he less than Ks. 2, of), 000. That is 
the provision in the Bill as amended. Now the proposed proviso is 
that the Government can. when necessary, increase this amount higher. 
It is absolutely meaningless because the clause itself says that the 
contribution shall not he less than a certain amount, that ; s, it may be 
raised at any time when the Government find itself solvent enough to 
do so. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 hog 1o join in the opposition 
to the amendment moved hv Mr. Thompson, hut I join issue with 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan when he says that this amendment is meaning* 
less. On the other hand I find it pregnant with meaning. The meaning 
is that the British group is ashamed of having opposed th© Government 
and they are now thinking out a means of going into the same lobby 
with them. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: May I sev a few words? In roy heart of hearts 
I am in entire sympathy with the proposal that at leant Ba. 5 lakhs 
ought to have been granted. As one of the members of the Select Com- 
mittee, if I may say that here, I was heartily in favour of thi® and I 
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eta * understand (he strong opposition here to the aeceptanc£ of 
Mr. Thompson's amendment So far as the principle goes my friend*, 
Mr. N. K. Basu, is entirely in the right. But I am constrained to lay 
that I am unable to vote with him on this ground that half a loaf ill 
better t|an no bread. It is easier to get blood out of stone than money 
out of tlfc HoB’ble Mr. Woodhead and I know, and I feel, that if we 
ask too mi|ph or what he considers too much we may get nothing at all. 
On this ground* of policy I am constrained to vote in favour of thii 
amendment. 

The Hon'ble Albatfj Nawab BJfadur Sir ABDELKERIM QHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Oilduar: I think the implication wliicli my friend, 
Mr. N. K. Basu- 

Mr. NARENDRA *UMAR BASU: Not implication, but 
exploitation. * 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of JHIduar: Very well, exploitation. The proviso proposed 
by Mr. Thompson is not what bn# Keen explained by Mr. Basu. It has 
a sound meaning. It give# the Board some right to make rep resent a* 
tion to the Government. Doubtless the clause is there whore it says 
that the amount will not be less than a certain figure. At the same 
time it gives the Board a sort of additional stimulus in order to force 
Government to raise tin* amount, and such being the case I am equally 
with everybody in the House desiious to so* that the Board should have 
such nionc\ us mav be possible. I aoept the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Thompson. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 draw the attention of the House to clause 87 
of the Bill. The motion before the House is that after clause 87 the 
following proviso be added, namely : — 

“Provided that on tire representation of the Board or otherwise, the 
Local Government may raise its contribution to any sum larger than 
the amount provided in this section.” 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — • 


AYES. 



Bvai, U HMI Hmtmm, 

UmM, MW PrtnMri. 

itMr MM, KM* «*M» MM i«Hai M . 

•trtMfrv, «r. N. 

nnw y* nr. 4 . n. 

Mr*, nr. M. *. 
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Mtitflny, MbJJ M AkMi 
Mm, Mr. D. 
fa* Mr.i.1. 
liftey, Hr. K. B. A. 

barnal, tba Haa’bft Rawal K. R. M., Kbaa 

naaiar. 

Fawaaa, Mr. L. R. 

•toM, tba Haa’bla Mr Mara Ob a alar. 

Bbaiaavt, tba Maa’Ma AlbMJ Naval Balilar 
Ur AMalkarlai, af Dll Mar. 

Rltebrtet, Mr. R. N. 

RJaUlag, Mr. D. 

Riba, Mr. P. N. 

Mafia, Kla Bab alar Mailvi Axiiii. 

Magg, Mr. R. P, 

MimiIr, Maalvl Latitat 
Kfcaa, Mr. Raiaar Rabnaa. 

MartJa, Mr. 0. M. 

Maaaa, Mr. R. A. 

MIHar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Mlttar, Mr. I. 0. 

Mlttra, Ban Barat Obaaira. 

MiNiek, Mr. MakaMa Ballary. 

Hag, Ravaraal B. A. * 

■•My, M atari j a Srti Ohaalra, at Kaiimbaiar. 
Rasimaain. tba Haa’bla Mr. Kbvaja. 


•aaarjl, Mr. P. 

Ban, Mr. Haraalra Kunar. 

Bata, Mr. I. M. 

Obaalbart, Khaa Babalar Maalvl AJiwaiiawa*. 
Obaalbart, Bata Klibarl Mabaa. 

•baaribirt, Maalvl AMal Bhaal. 

OMarlbary, Maalvl Naral Abtar. 

Patlallah, Maalvl Mabanatai. 

Mablai, Maalvl AMal. 

Kaaaai, Maalvl Abai. 

A baa, Maalvl Taailaaiain. 

The “Ayes” beintf Gd and 


HtabaB, Mr. 0. K. 

RabMM, Mr. A. 

Rabsft Mr. A. P. M. AbMr- 
Ray, Baba AaUyatfbM. 

Ray, Bail K batter Mabaa. 

Ray, BM Baft lira Marayaa. 

Ray OMarUwry, Mr. K. 8. # 

Ray Obtvlhary, Baba • atf* Cbaa^. 
RaM, tba Nai'bla Mr. R. H. 

Ray, Mr. batteawar tiagb. 

Ray, Mr. larat Kanar. . 

Ray. Mr. «. N. 

taalatittah, Maalvl Jlibaiiit • 
•abaaa, Baba batya Klakar. 

•arkar, Ral Babalar Rabatl Mabaa. 
baa, Ral laMb Akabay Kmar. 
baa, Mr. B. R. 
blagha, Mr. Ana Obaaira. 
btevaa, Mr. I. w. R. « 
babrawarly, Mr. H. b. 
baaiatr, Mr. 0. R. 

Tbtmpwn, Mr. W. N. 

Tavaaaa,gMr. H. P. V. 

Wilklataa, Mr. N. R. 

Wttlbtal, tba Maa'bJa Mr. 4 . A. 
William, Mr. A. DaO. 


Haiti, Mr. R. 

Makbapiibyaya, Ral babib barat Obaaira. 
Nag, Baba bak Lai. 

Qaaaaai, Maalvl AMal. 

Ral Mabaaai. Maaiaira Dab. 

Ray, Mr. bbaatl Ibakbaraawar. 

Raat Baba Ntaaal. 

Ray, Baba JittMra Natb. 

Ray, Cbaaiharl, Baba Haai Obaaira. 
baa Bapta, Dr. Narttb Obaaira. 

Balaiaiaa, Maalvl Mabaamal. 

s the motion was carried. 


T 1 J ^ l , " otiou that ,lau9e 87 - »<* »'»ended in (he Council, stand part of 
Un> JliU being put. a division was taken with the following result. 


AYES. , 


Abb warl b, Mr. 0. B 
BM, Baba Lattt Kaaar. 

Bat Ral Babib barat Obtain, 

Baaarji, Ral Babalar iMMMra Hattt 
Bama. Ral labtb Paatbaaaa. 

•amaa. Baba Pnabari. 

BaMr Blita, Kbaa labtb Maalvl Mabaami. 
Bkkayra, Mr. N. 

•vtteartay, Mr. 4 . ML 
••ra, Mr. M. M. 



••Us Bal BabaBar Dr. MarMbaa. 
MM*y. Mr. *. «. A. 

* 


Mm ** *• B. ■, Kbaa 

r *«n Mr. L R. 

Bbata, tba Maa'ila Sir Oban tbaater. 

Bbaaaavt, tba Naa*bte AlbMJ Rawab RabMar 
Ur AM al barl ai, at BAIaar. 

WUbtlat, Mr. R.R. 

Btamat, Mr. D. 1 
Baba, Mr. P. R. 

Nagi, Mr. B. P. 

Naaaata, Mattel LatetaL 
Kbaa, Mr. Baaaar Bab— a. 
taar, Mr. Sanaira Mb. 

MarBa, Mr. 0. M. 

Maaaa, Mr. B.A. 

Miter, Mr. 0. 0. 
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••Cl RmnN R. A. 

Rktaty> Matar»N Mi Oind u, «f k«n 
mmmtm, t* n«hm» m. «••« j*. 

Meta* »r. R K. 
tataNNAIiL 
tataMR, Mr.ML • 

RtaM, Mr. A. r. M. Atavr* 

Ray* Mi AMMRtatai. 

Ray, Rata Ktottor Mata*. 

Ray, Rata NafwSft Harayia. 

Ray •totototy, Mr. K. i. • 

Ray M a Mw y, Rata MR tlwfrt 
RaM, tta Naa'Ma Mr. R. M. 

Ray. Mr. SaUatvar llifl 


Ray, Mr. lam Ram*. 

Ray, Mr. R R. 

RaatataRak. Maalvl MaRaiaanR. 
tatata, Rata tatya tatter, 
tartar, RM taster Ratal! Mata* 
tea, Mr. B. R. 

Malta, Mr. Ana Mata. 

Man* Mr. 4. W. R. 
tekrtmr* y, Mr. H. R 
•a aitar, Mr. t. R. 

Ttaayw a , Mr. W. N. 

TawtaaR Mr. N. f. V. 

Waiter, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wltfetawa, Mr. N. R. 

Wtdtaau, Mr. A. Ota. 

Wttateta, tta Naa'Ma Mr. R A. 


NOES. 


Rata* Mtriri tyta Ma|M. 
State* Mr. f. 

Rim, Mr. Raraaara Kaaiar. 
•tatatori, Rata K to tori Makaa. 
rariaHafc, Maalri Matoaiaiaa. 
Kawai, Maalri Atol. , 


The “Aves’ ‘ being G4 and the 
(At this stuff*' the House adjou 


MaHi, Mr. R. 

Ma aria, Kkaa Raktaar Mataaaaita AWal. 
Ra! Makaaal, Maaiaara Oak. 

Raat, Rato Naaaai. 

Ray. Rato 4Uatora Ratk. 
lalalaiaa, Maalri M«ka«aita. 


“Noes’* 12, the motion was curried. 


cd for pn»\er.) 


(After adjournment.) 

The motion that clause 88 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


dilute 89. 

Msulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I beg to move that clause 8D 
be omitted. 

This clause reuds thus: “If this Act is directed to come into force 
during a quarter, the first instalment of the contribution payable 
under section 87 shall bear such proportion to the sum payable there- 
under as the unexpired portion of t hut quarter liears to the whole 
quarter.” Sir, much has been said about the niggardliness of Gov- 
ernment. I suggest to Government not to follow that path any more 
and not to niggardly. If the Trust really comes into existence 
during a quarter, it should get the contribution for the whole period. 


The Hon’bJ* Alhitfj Nswmb Bahadur Sir ABDILKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI f of Dilduar: Sir, I must bow *10 the judgment of the Select 
Committee who in their wisdom decided that this clause should remain. 
Therefore I oppose the motion. 
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(The motion was put and lost. 

The motion that clauses 90 and 92 to {^J stand part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. , 


Clause 07. 

Mr, L. R. FAWCU8: I beg to move that for clause 97 tlfe following 
clause shall be substituted: — 

» 9 

* *97. (/) All moneys payable to t lie Board shall be received by the 

Chairman, and shall forthwith be paid into the Imperial Bank of 
India or a branch thereof or into u Government treasury to the credit 
of an account to be (ailed ‘The Bengal Waterways, Board Fund’. 

(2) The Chairman may, on behalf of, and with the sanction of, the 
Board transfer any money at the credit of the said account between 
the Imperial Bank of India, afticli of its branches and such Government 
treasuries as the Board may, from time to time, determine.” 

Sir, the object of this amendment is simply to enable the Chairman 
of the Trust to place at the credit of a Waterways Executive Engineer 
such sum as may he necessary for him to draw from any Government 
treasury or the branch of Imperial Bank. This is exactly what the 
Select Committee wanted to effect in their report on clause 1(10 and 
may accordingly he drafted, provisionally clause 100 as it stands; that 
draft has now been scrutinised both by the Finance Department of 
Government and by the Accountant-General in detail, and we have 
been advised by both of them that the object of the Select Committee 
will he best attained by adopting this amendment and amendments 
Nos. 309 to 311 and 320 which I propose to move hereafter. There is 
also a subsidiary object that all monies received by the Trust can he 
credited in any Government treasury as well as in the Imperial Bank. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 97, as amended, and clause 9.H stand part 
of the Bill was then put and agreed to^ 


Clause 99. 

Mr. L. R, FAWCUSs I beg formally to move thaf^in sub-clause 
(J) of clause 99 in lines 1 and 2, for the words ”tha Imperial Bank of 
India” the words “the Imperial Bank of India Or any of its branches 
or a Government treasury” be substituted. 

The motion was then put ni^l agreed to. 

The motion that clause 99, as amended, stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 
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Tht Han’bto Alhadj Nmrtb Bahadur Sir ABDELKBRIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dikhiar: I beg normally to move that for clause 100, the 
following clause he substituted, namely : — 


“100. (I) All orders for making any transfer under aiilniertimt (2) 
of sectidh 97*or for making any deposit, investment, withdrawal or 
disposal under section 9S shall he signed — 

(o) by the Chairman and the Secretary to the Board, or 
(6) in the event of the illness or occasional absence from Calcutta 
of the Chairman or the Secretary, then by the Secretary or 
the Chairman, as the case may he, and by a Trustee other 
than the Chairman. 


(2) All cheques referred to in section 99 shall he signed— 

(a) by the Chairman # ai»d the Secretary to the Board, or 

(b) in the event of the illness or occasional absence from Calcutta 

of th« Chairman nr the Secretary, then by the Secretary or 
the Chairman, as the case may be, ami by a Trustee other 
•than the Chairman, or 

(c) in the case of payments which a Waterways Executive Engineer 

or other officer of the Board may make under rules made 
undei section 119, (hen b\ Midi Engineer or officer, ns the 
c ase may be 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 100, as amended, stand part of the Bill wai 
put and agreed to. 


Clause JO 1. 

Th« Hofi’Mt Alhutj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ* 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: 1 formally move that in clause 101, line 2, after 
the word “Secretary” the words “or a Waterways Executive Engineer” 
be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 101, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 102. 

Khali Baht Air 'Matflvi AZIZUL HAQUE: With your permissign, 
Sir, may I make a verbal alteration in this amendment and move that 
after (dause 102(M>) the following be^ inserted, namely: — 

{hbh) All grants made to the District Committee* for carrying out 
the purposes of this Act.” 
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I to Hofl’Wt AltadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZ- 

I, Of Dildliar: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed tf>. 

The Hon’bla Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: I beg formally to move that in sub-claut* (d) of 
clause 102(7), in the last line, for the words “charged to temporary 
work” the words “directly charged to work” be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZI1UL HAQUE: I beg to move that to 
clause 102(7)(e), the following be added, namely; — “and by the 
District Committee.” 

It means that the office expenses of the District Committees should 
also he included in the cost of management. 

W 

The Hoit'ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABOELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 102, as amended, and clauses 103-1 IS stand 
part of the Hill was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 110. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, with your permission I should like 
to move amendments Nos. 316 and 317 together, because they relate to 
the same sub-clause. I formally move that in clause 1 19(2>(/iA), line 1, 
for the words “a member is” the words “members are” he substituted, 
and that in clause 109(2)<7f/il, line 2, for the word, brackets and letter 
“clause (/;)” the words, brackets and letters “clauses if) and (//)” be 
substituted. 

I also move amendment No. 318 which is consequential. It runs 
thus: “that in clause 119(2), after sub-clause (hhhh) y the following new 
sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“{hhhhh) reguluting the conduct of business and proceeding* of the 
District Committee under section 49L.” 

# 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: Government are prepared to accept amend- 
ment No. 316. As regards amendments Nos. 31 7' and t318, they are 
consequential ;lo what has been accepted by the House, provided that, 
as the mover desires, the words “clauses (c) and (/)” in No. 317 are 
rectified to clauses (/) and (</). 1, therefore, accept them. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 
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' Tha HWW. AHmmU Namb Bahadur Sir ABOELKERIM CMUZ- 
NAVI, of DiMuar: I beg formally to more that for sub-clfuM 
(kk) of rlauae 119(2) the following sub-clause be substituted, namely:— 


“ikk) prescribing the payments which may be ma.le by u Water- 
ways Executive Engineer or other officer under section 100.” 

It is Consequential. 

The mtHiou was then put and agreed to. 

^The {notion that clause 119, as amended, and clauses 120-125 stand* 
part of the Bill wdta then put ami agreed to. 

The motion that clauses 120-135 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


('In use L3G. 

Mr, 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: With jour permission. Sir, I formally* 
move the following two amendments together: — 

To move that in clause 130(2) in the Inst line, the words “who** 
decision slrtill he final” he omitted. 

To move that in clause 13t>, alter sub-clause (2), the following nub- 
clause he added, namely: — 

“(.?) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any party 
dissatisfied with the decision of the Board, may refer the matter to the- 
civil court having jurisdif tion in the matter.” 

The Hon’Me Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZ^ 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, 1 am inclined to leave these two amendment* 
to the wisdom of the House. I am in a difficult position. Neither do 
I oppose them nor can I accept them. I am, however, willing to abide- 
by the decision of the House. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The motion that elaum* 13(1, as amended, ami clauses 137 to 130 
stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 140. 

Mr. SARAT KtlMAR ROY* I beg to move that in clause 1^0, 
lines 5 and 6, the words “with simple imprisonment which may extend 

to one month or” and in line 7, the words “of with both” he omitted. 

* 

Sir, I think I am not very far wrong to say that the offence con- 
templated by this section will generally be committed by individual* i« 
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connection with an exercise of his private rights of property. Evidently, 
in such cases, it cannot be said that he is guilty of any moral turpitude 
in his conduct. 

It may so happen that a cultivator goe« ploughing or hoeing his 
fields on the bank of a river or cutting it for letting in water on his 
fields. This may be deemed by an over-zealous officer at the derust as 
causing damage to the banks of the waterways, etc. ; or suppose another 
person in exercise of his fishery rights, puts fishing baskets or floating 
nets, etc., on the waterways. The officer of the Trust may think tjiis 
to be tantamount to causing obstruction to navigation, and he mav 
prosecute the man for such offence. Sir, in such cases, the culprit can 
hardly be accused of guilty of doing an illegal act. 

But, Sir, all the same, he may be punished with* imprisonment. 
Undoubtedly, the mode of punishment provided for in the Bill, — namely, 
imprisonment, cannot be deemed here to be the proper mode. Sir, if 
there had been only a few waterways specially reserved for purpose of 
navigation then I could have understood the desirability of such a penal 
clause, but when the waterways throughout the Presidency of Bengal 
are going to he included within the purview of this Bill, I submit, Sir, 
it will be an injustice if you penalise people merely perhnjta for exer- 
cising their legal rights, such as 1 have pointed out above. However, 
Sir, if it is thought necessary to inflict any deterrent punishment at all, 
I think a light tine only, ought to suffice. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
Amendment of mv friend, Mr. S. K. lto\ . It seems to me that any 
person who wilfully causes any obstruction to any line of navigation 
<toes indeed commit an offence, which may be serious in certain cases 
And should be punished with simple imprisonment for one month. It 
is not, however, obligatory to pass this sentence in the cases pointed out 
by Mr. Hoy, A waterways officer may be over-zealous but a magistrate 
will not be vindictive; in any case there will Ik* many instances where 
it will not be necessary to inflict such « punishment. Besides, tbe 
.'•entente as provided in the Bill is not very severe at all. 


Mr. L> R. FAWCU8: Sir, Government oppose the anfentlment for 
the same reasons ns have been put forward by Mr. Xarendra Kumar 

Bfau. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The motion that clauses 140, 141, 142 and 143 stand part of the 
Bill was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 143 A. 

Matrivi SYED MAJID DAKSH : I beg to more that in clause 14$A 
(/)(«•), aub-clauaes (a) and (b) be omitted. • 

The sub-clauses ore that if in the opinion of the Loral Government 
the Board exaeed or abuse their powers, or persistently make default in 
the performance of any of the duties imposed on them by this Act, the 
Local Government may, by an order in writing, take till or any of the 
following actions^ namely : — 

(o) cancel any resolution or order of the Hoard which is contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 

(b) withhold for such period as it thinks fit the contribution 
pa t \4ihle to the Board under section ST. 

Sir, when a public body constituted under an Act disobeys the 
Local Government the proper course for it is to supersede that body, 
as is done in cases of local lwalies. It Vill create a lot of difficulty and 
confusion if tlq* Board passes resolutions and the laxal Government 
cancels them and then withholds the payment of money; that is rather 
serious apd will interfere with the activities of the Board. If it is 
the trustees who are guilty, they may be punished; but there is no 
justification for punishing the Board for the misdeetfs of a member of 
the Board or for curtailing the activities of the Board. 

The HofTMe Alhtdj Nawtb Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: I formal! y oppose the motion, Sir. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I beg to move that in clause 
14dA(/)fu), sub-clause (r) be omitted. 

Sub-section (.5) runs thus: — 

“At any time before the expiration of the period of supersession 
specified in the order, or on the expiration of such period, the l/ocal 
Government may reconst ilH'o the Board by a fresh election and fresh 
appointment, and any of the Trustees who vacated their offices under 
clause (a) of subsection (2) may l>e declared by an order of the I*ocal 
Government to he disqualified for election or appointment.” 

I thinly Sir, that at the end of such period the Board may be recon- 
stituted by a fresh election but the disqualification of trustees from 
further election rfr appointment would be going too far and should not 
be made a part of the Bill. * 

Tht Hon’Mt Alhtdj Nawab Btftadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: 1 beg to oppose this amendment os the mover ha* 
failed to convince me of the necessity of his amendment. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I think the Hon’ble Member 
ha« iot been pleased to follow the mover’s speech. If he had done so, 
he would have seen that what the mover ineans is that Government 
have already got in the previous provisions of the Bill provisions which 
deal with trustees who become disqualified or who are delinquent. 
Here, by this clause 143 A, the Local Government are gojpg to # take to 
themselves power where, in their opinion the Board has exceeded or 
abused its powers or persistently make default in the performance of 
its duties, to declare that any individual trustee will be suspended or 
removed and a fresh election held to fill up that vacancy. I thint, 
Sir, that for taking this power to the Local Government it is rather 
necessary for the Hon’ble Member himself to give the House his 
reasons and it is not for the mover of the amendment to give any 
reason for the cancellation of such arbitrary, unlawful and illegal 
power. 

Maulvi Syed Majid Bakhs’s motion was pjit and agreed to. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, may I point 
out that there has been a comedy or tragedy of errors in this particular 
matter? Mv friend, Mr. Majid Baksh, was asked by you, SiA to movo 
amendment No. 332 but it appears that he spoke on No. 330. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There was absolutely no mistake: I 
distinctly remember that I called No. 332 and Maulvi Majid Baksh 
moved and spoke on it also. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H; l beg to move that in clause 
143A(.3), in lines 4 to 7, the words beginning with “and any” and 
ending with “election or appointment” be omitted. 

I have already submitted that the powers that are already vested in 
the Government as regards their controlling power ore enough and 
there should be no disqualification of any trustee from further 
appointment or election. The oft ending Resolution of the Trustees 
may he cancelled and other steps may he tuken; but the power of 
disqualifying may he dispensed with. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: 1 think the point is that if Go\wrnment is 
of opinion that a trustee has been bad enough to merit removal from 
the Board, it should follow that he should be disqualified from further 
election to the Board. I beg to oppose the amendment. Sir. 

The motion was put and lost. # 

The motion that clause 143A, as amended in Council, stand part of 
the Bill was then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. L. R. FAWCU1: I b eg to wove that after clause # the * 
following clause shall be inserted, namely: — 

“8A. Notwithstanding an> thing contained in this Act the Local 
Govenynent may issue such orders as it may consider necessary to 
enable the firtt elections referred to in sub-section (7), sub-section (2) 
and sub-auction (*/) of section 8 to be held after the commencement of 
this Act and in regard to any matter incidental and ancillary thereto/’ 


The reason for this short-notice amendment is that while going 
through the Bill it was noticed that section 1111(2) gives power to the 
Board to make rules, tutcr nh<t, regulating the election of District 
Board represt ntativcv Hut till such representatives nr<» elected it is 
not possible' to constitute the Hoard which alone can muk<* these rules. 
It has, therefore, been necessary to table this short-notice amendment 
in order to overcome tin* impasse. 

• 

Tin 1 motiou was put aud a^raml to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: T he motion is that the Preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

I have to deal with one amendment relating to this, and that is the 
amendment tabled by Khan Huhudur Mount). 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 submit, Sir, that it is 7 p.m. 
now, und we adjourn; this mutter may be taken up to-morrow, as it is 
a very important question and several speakers will speak on it. 


Tho Hon’blo AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ* 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Sir, I beg to submit that that amendment is out- 
side the scope of this Hill ^ and I want your ruling on this point. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not agree with you. I rule and on very 
good reasons that the amendment is in order in view of amendments 
214 and 217 in respect of clause 43 which you accepted with the con- 
currence of the House. Can we finish this Bill ta-dav? 


Tha Hofi’ble Alhadj Nawab Battwbir Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dikloar: Personally, 1 would like that it were finished 
to-day. 
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Mr. H. I* SUHRAWARDY 2 Sir, the matter is very important and 
many speakers are anxious to speak. Besides, if that amendment were 
taken up to-day, it .would preclude congratulatory speeches. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Well, Khan Bahadur, will you* take^ong to 
finish your speech? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN; I will not take 
long, but I understand that there are several members who wish to 
spealc on the matter; besides, my friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, 
is associated with me and the House knows what that means. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I better adjourn the Council now. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 15th 
February, 11)34, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The* Coiwtii. met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta? on 'Thursday, the 15th February, 1014, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Haja Sii M \xm%tiia Nath UaT 
CuAtDHuu, NT., of Santosli), in the Chair, the four llou’hlo Members 
of the Executive Coum il, tin* two tlon’blc Ministers, und 9S nominated 
and elected iiiceuber*. (The llnn'lilo Nawab K. (i. M. Farotjui tind 
Hon 'hie Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Hoy \uti- hIkhpiiO 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL9. 

The Bengal Waterways Bill, 1933. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, l beg to 
move that in the fir-t puntgtnph of the preamble, in line <‘b the words “for 
the purpose** of navigation" lu* omitted. 

Sir, when this Hill w.s introduced, tliere were many detractors, 
many who had misgiving**, and then* were some of us who were actually 
opposed to tin* Hill. Hut. later on, we welcomed the Hill w ith a certain 
amount of enthusiasm, and tor these reasons: We welcomed it 

because it released the Navigation Department ot the Government from 
the absolute control and sway of the Irrigation Department, whose 
activities during the lust decade or so had made it thoroughly Un- 
popular — so much so that it could no longer be tolerated. Wo 
welcomed the Hill, Sir, beefluse it pioposcd to hand over the navigatiou 
policy of Government to an elected and autonomous body, which, wo 
hoped, would not only secure representation for some of those* who aro 
interested in the improvement of Calcutta, but would also include 
representatives from all parts of the province. Jn the past the policy 
and activities of the Navigation Department had been mainly focussed 
in one direction only, viz., the provision of navigation facilities to 
Steamer Companies plying between the eastern districts of the province 
and Calcutta, with the result that every other interest was neglected. 
We welcomed this Hill because we fflt that under it would lie possible 
!ot the Waterways Board not only to afford facilities to Steamer Com- 
panies, but also to look after the smaller interests, which really meant 
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the? larger interests of the country, viz., the resuscitation of dead* and 
<lying rivers and Ithah and the clearing of fiver-beds of all impediments 
— impediments which have reduced this province to a state of great 
indigence. 

Sir, during the last two or three days many unpopular ^visions 
have been retained in the Bill, and, what is worse, some fresh unpopular 
provisions have been introduced in the measure, which have to a great 
extent killed our enthusiasm for the Bill. Still, we want this Bill to 
be passed and put into the statute book, because wt* believe tfiat ttffere 
Are great potentialities in it for doing the greatest good to the largest 
number of people in the province. Sir, there is nothing in this Bill 
which has captured one’s imagination so much as the provision in 
clause 43 regarding the removal of water-hyacinth and the possibility 
of ridding the country of this pest, by the "Waterways Board have created 
great hopes in our minds. But, Sir, these potentialities for good 
would he very much limited if we were to agree to the inclusion of the 
three words which 1 have proposed to delete. It these three words 
are allowed to remain in tile Bill, we can only maintain and improve 
the waterways only for a certain purpose — the purpose of navigation. 
I submit, Sir, that by retaining these three words in the Bill, we shall 
be limiting the scope of the Bill to an extent which materially affects 
its usefulness. 

Sir, the resuscitation of dead and d\ing rivers, etc., will certainly 
result in facilities for navigation. But it may he contended that the 
maintenance of rivers which are now dead does not really require 
clearance for that purpose mainly. For instance, if we want to revive 
a dying river like the Bhairah in the district of Jessore and Chitra 
in the district of Nadia, and similar such other dead rvers, it may he 
tlmt the Board would he exceeding its powers as these rivers are no 
longer really required for purposes of navigation to clear, pviden, 
■deepen, or otherwise improve existing channels may be limited to 
'Channels required for navigation. By stretching the meaning of the 
provisions of the Bill, perhaps one could include all sorts of projects, 
including the clearance of water-hyacinth even from hhilt and cul- 
tivated lands, within the scope of the Bill, because in the eastern 
* districts of the province, when the rains set in, even the cultfivatlfe 
fields are very frequently used for the navigation of small crafts. 
But, if we were to take it that the clearance of water-hyacinth or the 
removal of obstruction from dying rivers were the principal objects in 
these projects, it might legitimately be argued that >ve are acting 
. agrinst the provisions of the Act. 

Sir, if Wfc strictly follow the wording and spirit of the preamble, 
.-our action— I mean the action of the Board — can very well be ques- 
tioned. For these reasons. Sir, I think that the utility — the useful- 
ness — of the Bill will be very much curtailed if we allow these three 
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*ori* to be retained. We, Sir, on this aide of the House, would dike 
to make it perfectly dear that we do not care overmuch whether the 
steamer routes are shortened or whether more facilities are secured to 
bring the ©astern districts of the province nearer* to Calcutta; what 
we really do care for — and that most earnestly — is the resuscitation of 
deed rifyrs aryl the removal of water-hyacinth from all navigable 
channels. If these purposes are not served, we do not wre whether 
the Bill i# passed into law or not, 

'•Khaif Bahadur •Maulvi AZIZUL MAQUE: Sir, 1 beg to support 
the amendment moved by my learned friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Abdul Momin, which is identical with my own amend- 
ment. When I introduced, on the 24th of November, HM2. the Nadia 
Waterways Bilk, HM2, I suggested thut a statutory txmrd might be 
created in the district of Naditi with the object of solving the problem 
of water-supply us also the resuscitation of some of the dving rivers 
and channels. At that t*ime the flon’jde Member in charge of the 
Irrigation Department strongly opposed the Bill at its inception. Sir, 
he did it on the* ground that the irrigation problem of Bengal was a 
difficult one and that the problems cannot be dealt with in an 
isolated manner. He solemnly promised to bring forward a Bill which 
would tackle the problem of the province as a whole. He solaced us 
with the further suggestion that the irrigation problem of the province 
could not be dealt uith piecemeal I was lulled into the belief that if 
an Act "Inch embraced all the litigation problems of the province were 
passed, one should not have any objection to it. Once again, Sir, on 
the -drd of 1‘ebrunrv, HM’t, alien 1 moved for the reference of the 
Bill to the Select Committee, the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 
Irrigation Department opposed the motion most vigorously and was 
successful in killing my Bill. In doing so, he said that the waterways 
of Bengal were in such a condition that they required a comprehensive 
measure. 

The Hon’ble A I had j Nawab Bahadur 8 »r ABDELKERIM 

CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: What page of the proceedings Y 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEi I have not got the 

proceedings with me, and 1 am sorry that I am unable to give him 
the page number; but if the Hon’ble Member would refer to the 
appropriate volume, he would be able to find out his speech. 

Sir, my Rill was undoubtedly of a mild character and my justifica- 
tion in introducing, it — and I hope the Hon’ble Member will support 
me in this — was that the district of Nadia holds the key position mi 
the West Bengal group of rivers. On one side of that district we 
have tRe Padma and on the other the^Hooghly , and in between several 
other river*, auch as Matabhanga, Kumar, and so forth. Then© 
rivers constitute what is known as the Nadia rivers system, and when 
8 
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the' Irrigation Department was first started, they were included in the 
Nadia Rivers Division. I repeat, Sir, that this was ray justification 
for attempting to tackle the problem in nfy district in the year 1932. 
I knew very well that if I were to ask Government to assist us with 
funds, there was absolutely no likelihood of any funds being ear- 
marked for the purpose. 1 also knew that if a statutory board were 
created for a particular district, the people of that district would come 
forward to help Government in the matter. I think, Sir, that the 
Hon’ble Member knows that when the resuscitation of the Nabaganga 
was taken into hand, the District Board of Nadia contributed 
Us* lfi, 000 and the Government Bs. 4,000. (The Hon’m.k Alhadj 
Nawah Bahamk Sir Aiidm.kkhim Giiiznavi, ok Dilpcar: 
“Question.)” 1 should be extremely glad. Sir, if it is proved that 
I am incorrect. That scheme was sponsored by villagers interested 
in the project, und it will, perhaps, be news to the House to hear that 
one Mr. Alexander Mitter, Deputy Collector, collected about 2,000 
people to cut the mouth of the Nabaganga ’ And if the Hon'hle Member 
would kindly refer the matter to the local authorities, he would find 
from the archives of Government that the cutting Was done mainly 
through the help of the local people. That is why 1 thought that some 
encouragement was necessary, in case a statutory board were created, 
so that the people of the district ot Nadia might show more enthusiasm. 
Surely, it would have been possible at some stage to show some 
sympathy with my Bill, and I submit, Sir, that it would not have 
been very difficult at all to do this. We the people of the Nadia district 
attempted to tackle problems other than those concerning navigation. 
Unfortunately, that Bill was killed. 

Kir, even opart from this unsympathetic attitude of the Hon’ble 
Member, what do we find? We find from the report of the Hopkyns 
Committee, from which t he Hon'hle Member has quoted more than 
once, that the problems of navigation and irrigation should be 
separated. And while the Hopkyns Committee recommended in para- 
graph 73, page 17, of their report tliat for navigation work there should 
be a Waterways Board, there should be a central committee consist- 
ing of departmental heads, such as t)«e Chief Engineer to the 
Irrigation Department, the Director of Agriculture, the Secretary in 
the liooul Self-Government, anil the Secretary in the Finance Depart- 
ments, to assist the Hon'hle Memlier as regards drainage and allied 
matters, no action has been taken on this recommendation. The idea 
behind it was that while one board was dealing in a comprehensive 
matter with navigation problems, the other might be able to deal with 
dAinage and such other matters. Thus, the Hopkyns Committee 
visualised a committee which could settle matters quickly and also 
secure the expert advice which u readily available. Not only that, 
Sir, the Hopkyns Committee also visualised in paragraph 74 that the 
district committees would not only function for dealing with problems 
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arising out of navigation, but that they would be able to co-ordinate 
the various efforts made other directions. In other words, while 
they recommended one central committee for navigation problem*, 
they recommended that other problems of irrigation should be dealt 
with bj Government. Now. 1 should like to know from Government 
the fateaof thot statutory committee which the Hopkyns Committee 
visualised with ft view to co-ordinating not only local efforts, but also 
for the purpose of improving the water-supply in the villages, tackling 
th| drainage problem. How is it that the I foil 'ble Member has not 
taken into consideration nil these recommendations y That is why a 
certain amount of nervousness has been created in out minds. * 


Sir, 1 feel that this question is of great import to t lie economic 
development of Ihe province. We ate anxious whether this Bill is going 
to be of a restricted character. I quite realise that if we were to stick 
strictly to the recommendations of the Hopkyns Committee, there 
should be u Waterways lfoard purely t<f deni with navigational affair*. 
And unless and until we know’ what Government propose to do in this 
matter, I think that I am fully justified in moving this amendment, 
which is so very important to us. I feel sure, Sir, that the time is not 
far distunt # whei» Government will realise the importance of the points 
which I have raised. 

With these few words. Sir. I resume my seat. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Mr. Picsident, Sir, I 
have every sympathy with tin* amendment which has been moved by 
my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Mom in, and 
supported by Khan Buhudur Mauhi Azizul Huque. But Itconfess that 
I cannot help saving at the outset that both the Khan Bahadurs are 
like the foolish virgins who lighted their candles late. Sir, having 
regard to the outlook which they have displayed with reference to this 
amendment, one should have expected greater enthusiasm on their part 
in supporting other amendments which were proposed to widen the 
scope of the Bill, or, at uny rate, to make it possible Hiat the other 
interests involved should get a hearing before the Board. Sir, I now 
find that Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Motnin seems, to 
a great extent, to have been thrown off the track by the enthusiasm 
created, as ^ie himself said, by the provisions of clause 43 for the 
clearance and destruction of water-hyacinth. It is rather hard to 
believe that it w r as*that little lollypop w’hich put my friends off th^r 
guard. But, after all, reading clause 43, I find that the little lollypop 
ia after all a dream lollypop ! Several members of this House have 
sought to create enthusiasm by referring to the question of water* 
hyacinth. If you refer to clause 43, you would find that the clausa is 
bo worded that under tub-section (a) the Board would have to do tuck 
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and* such things to “maintain it” ( i.e., any channel) for the purpose 
of navigation. , 


Khan Bahadur MauWi AZIZUL HAQUE: But that has been 
changed. If my friend had been present at the time, he would have 
found that it has been deleted. 

« 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: But this has not been 
deleted: “Where there are navigable channels under the control and 
administration of the Board,” so where there use no navigable channels 
under the control of the Board, I am quite certain that water-hyacinth 
will not be cleared. And, Sir, if you look at clause 42 of the Bill, 
you will find that “no navigable channel within such limits as may 
have been declared under the Indian Ports Act, 1908, to be the limits 
of the Port of Calcutta, and of the navigable river and channels leading 
to the said port, shall be plated under the control and administration 
of the Board.” Therefore, Sir, the water-hyacinth problem is not in 
any case going to be tackled by this Board in a comprehensive manner. 
The Khan Bahadurs know very well that the water-hyacinth problem 
cunnot be tackled at all, unless it is done thoroughly, ;.c., hot only in 
the navigable channels but also in nil the districts together. Other- 
wise, you will never he able to eradicate this pest and the problem of 
getting rid of this will recede into the background So, Sir, I think 
that this lolly pop is nothing hut a dream hdlypop. In spite of all 
this, 1 am of opinion, that this amendment ought to he accepted 
because the clause, as it stands, unduh restricts the scope of the 
operation <>§ the Waterways Board. Further, I submit, Sir, that 
numerous provisions will he found in the Bill giving powers to the 
Board which cannot he exercised bv reason of this clause in the 
preamble. 

The Hon’ hie Member has referred not only more than once, as the 
Khan Bahadur says, hut more than main times to the Hopkvns Com- 
mittee Report. I do not know, however, whether the Hon’hle Member 
is as familiar with that report as he ought to he: If he will read one 
portion of the report he will find that one of ihe reasons ffltfr which the 
proposals for the establishment of (lie Waterways Board is made is 
that the separation of these lines between the irrigation, drainage 
work and navigation work will lead to the most economical territorial 
distribution of the work. Because, they sav, “dealing in order with the 
lour geographical divisions of Bengal, the potentialities of Northern 
Bengal are almost unknown, but it is probable that the main problems 
which will arise will be connected with irrigation and drainage. In 
Western Bengal irrigation, drainage and embankments are all of great 
importance, while in Central Bengal drainage, if flushing be included 
in the term, is the predominant interest. In Eastern Bengal fortunately, 
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m&bftnkment# are rare, and there is only one maintained by the Irrifi^ 
tkm bepartment. There is at present little demand for irrigation and 
that only in limited arena. f There is a demand for drainage, but this 
ia chiefly for the restoration of old channels in ofder that water may 
flow and boats may pass. Navigation is the subject upon which 
attention is plainly focussed.*’ 

Well, J[ take it that by the creation of this Waterways Board this 
territorial division is going to be given effect to, that is to say that 
sea far as the waters of Western Bengal, Central Bengal and Northern 
Bengal are concerned, they are to remain in the hands of the Irrigation 
Department, while the Waterways Board should take charge of • the 
waters of Eastern Bengal. I take it that the effect of this would be 
that there woqld be nolxnly else to do anything with the waters of 
Eastern Bengal for any other purpose. The result will be that the 
Irrigation Department will wash its hands of any questions relating 
to the waters of Eastern Bengal. The Waterways Board, which is 
formed and which will take charge of the waters of Eastern Bengal, 
will have nothing to do with anything except for the purpose of 
navigation. Well, how are the* other problems of Eastern Bengal to 
be solved 41ml except in so far as any project helps in the development 
of navigable channels for the purpose of navigation, this Board would 
have no power to do anything. Well, may I once more draw the 
attention of the Jlon’hle Member to the findings of the Ilopkyns 
Committee in another place in which they observed in connection with 
the drainage question that 

“Before, however, such action can sufcly ho taken, a complete 
hydraulic survey of the riveis in the distaiftajm question is required, 
as is also a contoured map of the portion of them through which the 
Nadiu rivers flow. There is grave* danger in dealing with questions 
of this nature piecemeal; the pioldem of drainage in Central Bengal 
must be regarded as a whole.” 

If the ilopkyns Committee is light in its conclusions, i< also 
follows that the problem o^drainnge and waterways of all Bengal must 
also be as a whole. Well, if you want to separate the two b y 

putting the Eastern Bengal portion in charge of the Waterways 
Board, and the Western Bengal portion in (barge of the Irrigation 
Department, even then the whole thing must he dealt with as a whole. 
The waterways of Eastern Bengal cannot he dealt with unless you 
take full account* of the question of drainage and sanitation and 
agriculture which are involved with it. The Don 'hie Member comes 
from Eastern Bengal, from an area intersected by, a number of river 
channels, the same area from which I also come, and he knows very 
well how many numerous channels will have to v be affected, if, for 
instance, the waterways of the Lohajang river is to lx* developed. 
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Well, bow can the Waterways Board deal with the Lohajang river 
in Tangail, without laying under contribution all the rivers and 
rivulets that lead from or to it. In connection with these channels, 
numerous problems" will arise. The Hon’ble Member knows very 
well, that as a result of the earthquake of 1897 , the numerous water 
channels were blocked resulting in epidemic in the country fn every 
part of Tangail. Therefore, these problems will have to be taken into 
consideration and have got to be dealt with. If you coniine the 
Waterways Board solely to problems of navigation, these things 
cannot be attended to by the Waterways Board. 

For this reason I would strongly support the amendment moved 
by Khan Bahadur M. A. Momiu. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : I undoubtedly 
subscribe to the view' that there should be one comprehensive scheme 
for improving the waterways m Bengal. As a matter of fact, we 
have not only to look to navigation but to our drainage and sanitary 
condition ns a whole. But it seems to me that the idea behind the 
Bill is to tax only a particular section ot the people and only those 
persons who are using certain particular channels with a view to 
improving facilities for transport and other similar causes. If the 
financial causes were otherwise, 1 would have no hesitation to lending 
my support to the amendment. But looking to the financial proposal, 
I find that the revenue comes from two sources — one the Government 
is to make contribution and ihe least Mini about that the better, 
because that contribution 1 think is very small and it cannot go far in 
improving waterways. The only other source we have to consider is 
the vessels winch will be used along the route of navigation. Having 
got revenue from these two sources, 1 think it would be a breach of 
trust, if that income were diverted to purposes for which they were not 
meant. I may mention here that if the object is to include in the 
purview’ of this Bill the improvement of drains which are used only 
as drains and not for the purposes of navigation, in that case there 
ought to be revenue forthcoming from other sources. My friend. 
Dr. Sen Gupta bus mentioned the fact that many of the areas in 
different parts of Bengal, specially Eastern Bengal, have suffered very 
much on account of earthquake and many waterways were silted up 
and cause very great harm in respect of health as well as f navigation. 
I think that the Bill, as it stands, does not at all prevent the taking up 
of -'those waters which have been silted up on account of earthquake 
because we know that new works may he undertaken as well as old 
rivers may be resuscitated, so th^t the present Bill, as it is, will not 
prevent the taking up of those rivers. The question of Eastern 
Bengal, as far as my experience goes, is, I submit without fear of 
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ehfcUe&ge, that the problem of navigation in the aenae in whioh it haa 
been need in the Bill, ia the problem we have to deal with. In the 
Bill the word navigation Raa been given an extended meaning by 
including in navigable waters a channel, even* khah , bhih, and 
nulbu even only provided they are used in any part of the year by any 
kind of Vessel* That being clear, it ought not to he forgotten that the 
operation of this Bill will not only cover the rivers but also cover 
smaller khah and big drains ns well. In Eastern Bengal the problem 
of^draiupge is identical with the problem of navigation, because we 
have bhih f kluih and small stream* along which navigation follows. 
The main streams ought to he resuscitated, that is, the dead and # the 

dying streams and khah which used at one time to bring health and 

prosperity to the remote villages. If the purpose is diverted, if the 
revenue which is levied for one purpose is diverted for the purpose of 
pure drainage, by not keeping the object clearly in view, and if as a 
matter of fact it is not kgpt or reserved for the main purposes of the 
Bill, in that case a great injustice will l»c done to those persons who 
have got to pay the tux. He who pays the piper is entitled to call the 
turn*. We are going against the fundamental principle of taxation. 
If it was Hie real intention of the Hon’ble Member to have one com- 
prehensive scheme and one comprehensive Ixiard, in that case this Bill 
ought to have been thrown out at Ihe beginning and ought not to have 
been considered at all by the House or the Select Committee. It is 

clear to everyone that the idea which is now challenged is not only in 

the preamble but in set lion by section — everyone understands that 
there is no mistake alsmt the fact that the one idea permeating the 
Bill is that the particular taxation would lie used for the purpose of 
improving particular waterways. I do not hold a brief for the Steamer 
Companies. If the Board i* a res|M»nsihle hoard, there is no reason 
wh> it should not deal fairly and scjuardy with all claimants. If 
the revenue is properly distributed, there need he no fear of diverting 
the whole money for the l>enefit of particular waterways or for particular 
career companies. There ought not to he any real conflict between 
the interest of the Steamer Company and that of the public, because 
it is not the Steamer Company who will pay the money out of the 
dividends, but practically the people who use the Steamer Service 
who will have to pay. So, primarily it is in the interest of the people 
that the main waterways should lie kept fully alive. So far as these 
proposals ar^ concerned, 1 think it would be well to keep them confined 
within the proposed limits. If hereafter it becomes necessary to bring 
into existence a more comprehensive scheme and a more comprehensive 
board, there would lie no difficulty in introducing any such measuA. 
So, having this difficulty in view, I have no hesitation in opposing the 
amendment which I would have «up|wWted heartily if the whole scheme 
was otherwise and the Hon 'hie Member had been alive to the situation 
from the beginning. 
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Khan BahaAir Maulvi AZIZUL HA-QUE: On a point of order, 
Sir. It was yonr ruling that the preamb|p should bo discussed after- 
wards. In view of that, is the hon’ble member justified in criticising 
that we did not loot up the Act or the preamble? 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, tating into 
account the provisions as they are, I submit it will not* serve the 
purpose of my friend even if this proposed portion is deleted. Because 
the purpose remains embedded in the other portions of the Bill. *So 
even by removing these words the Bill will not be as comprehensive 
as Hhe hon’ble member would like it to be. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I rise to support this amendment, 
and 1 do so entirely on parochial reasons. If this amendment be not 
carried, the result will be that so far as this legislation is concerned, 
the waterways of the Burdwan Division will sot in the least be affected. 
We, the people of Burdwan, suffer under great misfortune, and all our 
misfortune is due solely, wholly and entirely to the conduct of Govern- 
ment. Sir, Burdwan was at one time not only one of the most 
healthiest places, but it was at the same time the most fertile land in 
the whole of Bengul, and whv was it so? Because during the Moghul 
period we had our water channels, drainage and irrigation schemes and 
for that very reason we were healthy people, we were rich in culthation 
and the result was that we had to pay a penalty for 150 years by 
overtaxation. Sir, we the people ot Burdwan. contribute to the provin- 
cial revenues from the permanently-settled estates Kb. 32 lakhs a year, 
whereas tin* districts of Furidpur, Bakarganj, Mymensingh and Dacca, 
whose area we can well understand, pay only Its. 20 lakhs. (Question.) 
Well, that is from the Board of Revenue reports. We have suffered 
because all our waterways have been blocked up and why? Because 
the Government thought at that time in their love for 'he city of 
Calcutta and its interests that the mouths of the waterfalls should be 
blocked because too much sand should not be allowed to pass through 
them to the Ganges, as that would affect the interests of the port and 
therefore the whole Burdwan Division mtst suffer. Now, in spite of 
all this, we have got a Bill for the improvement of the waterways 
which I understood, and as has been stated by Dr. Xaresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, was recommended by the llopkyns Committee for the 
improvement of agriculture and drainage of the country. r So, that has 
been overlooked by limiting the scope of the Bill primarily to naviga- 
tion purposes. Not a single liver in the Burdw^an Division can be used 
for navigation purposes, but we have l>eeu taxed for the benefit of the 
rest of Bengal for 150 years. We have been taxed recently for the 
improvement of Calcutta, and wt^are going to be taxed for the improve- 
ment of the navigable areas of distant lands, whereas in the meantime, 
heavily taxed as we are, we suffer from malaria and other diseases and 
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got* agricultural lands have dfteriorated. We hear a good deal about 
rural development and agricultural improvement and the love which ia 
shown for these things, but in actual practice we are a neglected 
people, particularly the people of the Burdwan Division. Therefore, 
Sir, I pnter my emphatic protest against any piece of legislation and 
any action of Government which will exclude the people of the 
Burdwan Jlivision from the heneficeut effect of this Waterways Bill. 
If the Bill is to effect any improvement in the waterways of the 
province, I think^ the whole province should he included within its 
operation. Of course, it will rest with the Waterways BoaVd anti 
Government to consider wluit schemes should be taken in hand,* hut 
unfortunately in this legislation you are practically limiting its scope 
to certain portions of the province only. I have my suspicion that 
even if this amendment he carried, the result will he all the same; 
w’e will he neglected, hut then there will he some hope that something 
may be done for our waterways. But as it is, the door is going to he 
closed by an act of the Legislature for ever. Therefore, I support the 
amendment, amt l hope Government will accept it. One reason is that 
Government does not lose anything if the words are omitted. If we 
retain tin* words “for the purpose of navigation/’ then we tdmll he 
limiting the scope* of the Bill to particular classes of waterways. It 
would seem that the intention of Government is only to benefit tin* 
people of Kast Bengal and not the rest of Bengal. We know’ W’e suffer 
under u great disadvantage; we are not onh in a minoriU in the 
House, hut w»* have little voice in the government of the country and 
in future we shall have no voice. Therefore, I appeal to the llon’hle 
Member to accept this amendment. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Sir, when this Bill was being 
introduced in this ('ouneil, I for one welcomed it and 1 had hopes 
that, as the Ifon ’hie Mem 1 st in introducing the Bill had said, at last 
the dead and dying rivers of Bengal, with which were interlocked the 
health and wealth of the masses of the Bengal peasantry, would have 
somebody to look after them. I congratulated hint when he introduced 
this Bill on having made iWnew’ departure in the history of the Govern- 
ment departments, A s we are all aware, for very many years past 
all the available resources of the Irrigation Department have been 
spent on the lines of navigation. I do not know — the Hon’hle Member 
is in a bet^r position to give us the exact figure* — I do not know how 
many crores of rupees from poor Bengal have been spent for the 
purposes of navigation alone : how many dredgers, how many khalt , 
how many trunk canals have 1>een projected, attempted to he earned 
out, and money of the poor peasants of Bengal squandered in these 
schemes. When the Hon'ble MemlAr came out with bis project of a 
Waterways Bill with a new vista for the peasantry of Bengal and 
with the gospel of St. Hopkyns in his hand, I for one thought that 
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there would be some improvement in the condition of the people of 
Bengal. I am not talking of the people of Mymensingh or the people 
of the Burdwan Division or even of my districts of choice and birth — 
Nadia and Jessore. *1 am speaking of the whole of Bengal. I thought 
that there would be one measure at least brought by a Government 
member which would really look to the interests of ths people, and 
I for one wanted to sing Hallelujah in praise of the Hon’ble Member. 
But the activities of the department during the last few days have 
been a rude eye-opener to me. It appears to me that all this toyd 
talk observing the people and the country is clap-trap. (Question.) 
1 \|'iH prove it. If all that this Bill is going to do is to set up a 
board to look after navigation only and for no other purpose, then 
what is the difference between the misguided activities of the Irrigation 
Department for the last 50 years and the present misguided Bill of 
the Hou’ble Member, Sir, we have been told solemnly by a lawyer in 
this part of the House that because certain interests are to In* taxed 
under the Bill, therefore to spend any amount from that taxation on 
any other purpose, cognate or otherwise, would 1h j a breach of trust. 
Stiaiige doctrine indeed ! I would ask the llon’ble Member to remember 
that horn litigation alone and from land revenue alone all ( the other 
activities of Government are carried out. I ask — is it a breach of tiust 
to (lie litigants that the money paid by them goes to improve the 
health, the education ami other departments of Government ? I 
submit, Sir, my friend’s ideas of breach of trust are rather crude and 
antiquated. Sir, I submit that the interests of the people- the masses — 
who have been the victims of poverty, malaria, and other fell diseases 
for a long time on account of the neglect of the rivers and the neglect 
of the drainage of the country for a long long time are more important 
than the interests of those who will pay taxes to be imposed by this 
Bill. And, moreover, Sir, are these taxes to be paid by the Steamer 
Companies? Will they bring the money from the pockets of the 
shareholders? No, Sir. The money is to la* paid by those who 
entrust their freights to the Steamer Companies and they are the 
people of the country; and if any money raised by the Waterways 
Trust is spent for the purpose of bettering tly» condition of those people, 
it is not only not a breach of trust but it is spending the money for 
the Iwmefit of those from whom it is received. I submit, Sir. there 
is no question of any breach of trust in this case. As we have already 
heard here, unless these words are deleted from the preamble, what 
will he the meaning of that other clause, I mean clause 42, which 
contains the words “for the purposes of this Aot?” Whether we 
shfYuld have those words in that clause or not, if these words “for the 
purposes of navigation” are retained in the preamble, then the words 
“for the purposes of this Act” ww.ld mean for the purposes of naviga- 
tion alone. Then probably it will be open to a member from 
Mymensingh rightly to criticise the other official and non-official 
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members from Mymensingh and to say that it is a ease of breach of 
trust; this is not for the purposes of navigation and, therefore, not for 
the purposes of this Act, and so you cannot spend a single pice for 
the purpose of bettering the condition of the people. It is absolutely 
necessary in the interests of the people Unit these words should be 
deleted mom the preamble in order to give even a modicum of hope 
to the people for whom the Hon‘ble Member professes to speak. Sir, 
we have heard of the best intentions of the Hon’ble Member so far 
as the ppople of the country are concerned. We know that his inten- 
tions are good, ifut unfortunately no memlier of Government is 
permanent, and so far as we can judge, there is very little likelihood 
of this Bill, if passed into Act, being brought into operation in the 
near future or in the normal course of the official life of the Hon'ble 
Member. I am Mile the Hoifble Member cannot speak fur his successor, 
and I am sure that, having the good of the country at his heart, he 
will agree to delete these^ words ho that his successor, it he is not so 
kind an he himself is, may not Is* ald<* to say “my hands are Isiuiid 
1>\ (lie words which my predecessor has passed and l cannot help it.” 

Mr. 8AYYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Mr. President, Sir, I give my 
wholehearted support to the amendments moved by Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Momin and Khan Bahadur A/.izul Haque. Sir, only the other 
day a friend of mine succeeded in cmi\ineiug me that logic is as fickle 
us fortune’s wheel, that it ]«. as changeable an the chameleon, and that 
it t an be hired to serve any master. So, Sn , I offer no arguments. 
I only try to state some facts. They sav f at ts me weightier than 
arguments. 

Sir, the name of the Bill which is before the House is “The Bengal 
Waterways Bill, 19Tb” Here the words “Bengal Waterways” are not 
qualified by any adjective not cribbed, cabined ami confined by any' 
qualifying clause, but arc broad enough to embrace all the waterways 
of the province, the waterways of dry Bankura not excepted. But in 
the preamble the qualifying clause creeps in, limiting the scope of 
tire Bill to the navigably waterways. The insertion of the clause 
“for the purposes of navigation” on the face of it seems to be a 
mistake and an anomaly. Had the object of the Bill l>een only to 
take the navigable waterways under its protection, the name of the 
Bill should have Ireen “The Bengal Navigable Waterways Bill” — the 
adjective “navigable” was not wanting in the English dictionary. 
Then, Sir, this House would have been able to give a proper con- 
sideration to such a Navigable Waterways Bill. Sir, if the wordh 
“for the purposes of navigation” lie allowed to stand in the preamble, 
the deai and dying rivers of West Bengal will lie given the repre- 
hensible duaram treatment. Sir, no sensible Steamer Companies will 
think of plying their steam vessels over the waterways of West Bengal 
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at present; but their pretent condition is not what qature intended 
for them; they were navigable in the pas^, it is man’s lust for lucre 
that has brought them to their present unnatural condition. 

Sir, our Bengalee language has arranged our rivers in two different 
classes according to their sexes — the and — t^e mfi^e rivers 

and the female rivers, the male rivers being more turbulent than the 
female rivers. Sir, some of the well-known male rivers are' the Ajay, 
the Damodar, the Darkeswar, the Khari, the Banka, and thp female 
rivers* are the Bhugiruthi, the Swaraswati, the Sifabati or Silai, the 
Kiynari Kangsahati or Kansni Kumari or Cossye as she has become 
now, the Gandheswaii and Sali. Sir, all these rivers are non- 
navigable now — the beds of some of them have been raised by a deposit 
of «'KI to 40 feet of sand. But they were not so in the past; they were 
navigable and useful rivers distributing health and prosperity to the 
country. f 

Sir, Kahikunkun Mukundaram flourished about 450 years ago. His 
hero, Srimanta Sadagar, floated his (sea-goiug vessel) loaded 

with merchandise, for Singhal Battan, on the river A joy near a place 
called Ujani — now culled Ujani Mangalkote — not far away from the 
village home of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin and the nestor of our 
house, Maulvi Abul Kusem. Sir, in the of 

we find thal Belmla plied her craft laden with the lmdy of her dead 
husband over (langni or (langur — the only tiace of the name of which 
liver is retained in a corrupt form in (tangpur — a lailwuy station 
between Burdwan and Saktigurh. Further, we find there that Behula 
plying over Banka, lhimodar and other livers entered the mouth of 
the Bhugiruthi— the of out old poets. Sir, only two hundred 

years before (lhanarum, the author of Dharmamangal, made his hero 
Lnuseti ply his vessel on the Dwarakeswar river and anchor it at 
different </ It tits f if the river. Though the names of tJiose ghats are 
still retained, no vessels nowadays put down their anchors for meals 
and rest during the night. 

v 

Sir, if those facts he considered as the outcome of the soaring 
imaginations of poets and semi*m\ thieal, l will venture to mention a 
few facts within the British period and almost within a century and 
a half. When the Raniganj coalfield was first tapped, there were 
no railways in the land, all the coal produced in the Raniganj collieries 
used to be carried ou country-boats over the 1 hi mod nr to Calcutta, 
tfir, the indigo-planters of Bankuru, the Chritieus, Cheeks and Andersens 
used to transport their articles to Calcutta on country-boats over the 
f Dwarakeswar river and the traders of Sonamukhi which was the 
greatest centre of the lac industry of that time used to send their 
packages on country-boats over the Sali river. 
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Sir, only aifcty years before, poet Hem Chandra Bandapadhya wrote 

“*c* mpira ism, ^ » nd » l » ut 

fifty years before I saw with my own eyes country -boats or mah&jani 
novl-as plying over the Damodar up to Raniganj — the Mejhia ghdt* 
About 90 years before, Dinabnndhu Mitter in his Suradhuni Kavya 
wrote tl&t Aj^y and Damodar like two mighty warriors dressed in rod 
robes rushed to offer their homage to Suradhuni— -the Bhugirathi. 
Sir, then no Nawab could think of cutting cheap jokes about the 
witferways of Bandura, Birbbuin or Burdwnn. 

Sir. the navigable conditions of those rivers not only facilitated 
transport, but spread health and pi asperity in the country. Only 
half a century ago mun\ parts of West Bengal were as healthy as 
any part of Bibar and ('hot a Nagpur. 


It the object of the Government he to bring hack health anti 
prosperity to the province, 1 would \enture to suggest to the llon’hle 
llcmhei in chaige of the Bill not to pltt this bar of untouchability on 
the waterways of West Bengal, but to make us retain the hope of 
getting them ha£k to the fold of high caste navigability. 

With those words. Sit, l support the amendment s moved by tin* 
Khan Bahadurs 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sit, 1 am also in agreement 
with my hon’hlo friend* who demand that the scope of the Bill should 
be wider than that proposed in the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: l)o you mean to say that this amendment is 
not within tin* scope of the Bill? 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : How tan vou mi v so? l’lease leave that aspect 
of the question alone in mow of the ruling I gave last night. 

• 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 think, if these words are 
deleted, the scope of the Bill would be widened, but, however, I submit 
to your decision. Indeed, we expected that the scope of the Water- 
ways Bill jcould have embraced not only the improvement and 
maintenance of the navigable waterways of the country and also other 
allied objects of drtunape, sanitation and destruction of water-hyacinth 
iu areas other than the navigable livers. But the scope of the Bill, Is 
introduced in the Council, was for the maintenance and improvement 
of the waterways for the purpose ob navigation. The Bill, after its 
emergence from the Select Committee, has the same scope in view. 
Even the scope of the Bill, as it stands now after several amendment* 
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made in the Council, ha* not been widened a jot. The object of • my 
hotiTde friend in moving the amendment y* to extend the scope of the 
Bill by deletion of the words “for the purpose of navigation.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are again treading on the forbidden path. 

• t 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Very well, Sir. I will not 
venture into the forbidden path again. My reasons are tnese: The 
whole structure of the Bill, as amended and accepted by the Hoyse, 
related to the navigable channels. Clause 42 says that the Government 
may by notification declare which of the navigable channels shall, for 
the purposes of the Act, be controlled or be under the management of 
the lb#ml. Next we come to cluuse 4‘tA 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: Sir, may I ask for a ruling from the Chair? 
The amendment has been interpreted by somq members of the House to 
mean that the deletion of the Vords “for the purpose of navigation” 
from the preamble will widen the scope of the Bill. If that is so, I 
ask for a ruling ns to whether the amendment is in order. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not find any reason why ] should change 1 
my mind. I think the amendnmt is in order in view of amendments 
Nos. 214 and 217 which were carried in this House with the concur* 
renoe of Government. If Government thought that the deletion of 
the wonls which the present amendment proposes would widen the 
scope of the Bill, they should not have accepted those amendments. 
If Mr. Fawcus or the Hon’ble Member would explain why those two 
amendments were accepted, it might throw further light on the dis- 
puted point. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: The amendments that we accepted were 
negative in character; they were merely drafting amendments conse- 
quent on the retention of the words “for the purpose of navigation” 
in the preamble, whereas t lie effect of this amendment would be 
entirely negative. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In what way? 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: 111 that it will enable the Board to use the 
money' for the purposes of sanitation and irrigation, winch is not 
within the scope of the Bill. « 

i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the present amendment is also 
negative in character, but you ha»e not told me why those amendments 
were accepted by Government. In clause 43 the words “for the pur- 
pose of navigation” were deleted, and I am sure there was a definite 
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Object behind the amendment* which effected that change. Govern- 
jnent, £ do not think, thoughtlessly accepted those amendments. On 
the contrary, they accepted them with their eves open as to the effect 
they are calculated to produce. 

• 

Mr. C. R. FAWCUft: What we understood yesterday whs that the 
deletion oi those words will improve the wording of the Bill. If we 
had any idea that the amendments would widen the scope of the Bill 
weeshoutd certainly have objected to them. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It might have been that you thought in that 
way; but actually the mischief has been done, if you wish to call it 
mischief at nil.* Can you tell me if any of the amendments which has 
been accepted by the House will he inconsistent with the preamble if 
it is changed as pro|>osod by the amendment under review Y Will 
amendments Nos. 214 and 217 under clause 4-t become infructuous or 
meaningless if the preamble is not so changed* If the preamble is 
changed, as proposed, will it, unless the sections of the Act are actually 
altered or new sections added, enable the Boa id to undertake any 
scheme whfeli has nothing to do with mmgution, <>i will it. enable them 
to only deal with such matters as are ro-reluted with and incidental to 
navigation* By that I mean such works, the execution of which will 
serve the purpose of navigation but at the same time will also help 
drainage, sanitation, etc. (’an it not he that by deleting the words 
“for the purpose of navigation” in the pieamhle, it is merely contem- 
plated to so adjust the machinery of the Act us to make its utilisation 
possible in dealing with problems cognate to waterways under special 
executive rules framed under the Ad and with the help of the Govern- 
ment contribution made under the Act, specially earmarked for such 
purposes? 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: May 1 submit, Sit 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, i ^et, Mr. 1’awcu.H listen to me 
undisturbed and very carefully. How can it be proved that amend- 
ments Nos. 214 and 217 relating to clause 4d and the present amend- 
ment are fundamentally different? What is, in fact, the line of 
demarcation ^>etween them? 

On the other hand, if it is cleat that the preamble, if changed as 
proposed by the amendment now before the House, will not go beyonfl 
the two amendments which the House has already aexsepted, I do not 
think the House should be deprived ofnthe opportunity of changing tbe 
preamble, particularly to suit the two amendments that have already 
been accepted/ 
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Mr. L. R. FAWCUt: We are not quite definite in our mind $1 to 
the effect of the whole thing; so I would request you, Sir, to give us 
time to think over the whole matter during the prayer recess. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right; you will also consider whether or 
not the House is competent to change the preamble to, makefile Bill 
elastic and whether or not the preamble merely indicates what the Bill 
contains. In the meantime let us continue the discussion of Vhe amend- 
ment relating to the preamble. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: On this point, 
Sir, since those amendments were tabled by us, I may be permitted 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : It may be that, you have stolen a march over 
the llon’ble Member. (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: But the lion Me 

Member has stolen many a march over us. (Laughter.) 1 only want 
to explain, Sir, that the two amendments already accepted by t he House 
were really intended to be consequential on the amendment to the pre- 
amble which we lire now discussing. II the preamble could be discuss- 
ed in the beginning, those two amendments would have been absolute- 
ly necessary. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : It be that >ou spread a net before the 

Hon'ble MemW and lie allowed himself to be caught in it. 
(laughter.) But that is a different matter. I have given time to 
Mr. Fa we us until we reassemble after the first adjournment ot the day 
to meet the points I have made out. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: In tins connection, Sir, may I 
be permitted to point out with reference to certain clauses of the Bill 
that the purpose will be the same, in spite of the deletion of the word 
“navigation" in clause 41 (n) and (b); that point is being maintained 
up till now. I agree. Sir, that a mischief has been done with regard 
to clause 4*1, but in spite of that it will not widen the scope of the Bill 
if this amendment is tarried. 

Mr. J»RE8IDENT: Do you mean to continue your speech? 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Yes, Sir. 

'‘'Next we conic to clause 43 (<?) where it is laid down that if the Gov- 
ernment approves, the Board may take charge of any channel and 
maintain it for the purposes of tjiis Act. Sub-cliTuse (b) of that clause 
empowers the Board to do various nets for the purptne of navigation. 
Though by the acceptance of the amendments motdS % my friend 
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Klufti Bahadur Aairul Haque the word “navigation” in sub-clauses (a) 
aad (b) was deleted and in His place “Act ‘ substituted, it makes uo 
substantial change in the purpose of the Act, no* does it widen the 
scope of the Act. for the acts and works which the Hoard is empower- 
► ed to pgrform and carry on sue tho>e enumerated in sub-clause* (6) (i) 
to ( b ) (it) and* sub-clauses u), (</>, <c) and (f) of clause 4‘1 and also in 
clauses 45* 46, 4< and 48. The powers and duties of the Hoard are 
clearly and definitely laid down in ('hup ter IV of which the clauses 
munitioned above (prm a considerable jiart. The Hoard i* authorised 
to perform those duties and undertake those works which are for the 
purpose of navigation only, and they are not empowered to take up tiny 
.works other than those relating to navigation. 

If the amendment is accepted, ii is contended by the mover that 
the scope of the Hill will be widened and will < liable the Hoard to take 
up woiks of drainage, sanitation and resuscitation of dxing mcrs. Hut 
as I have submitted, this amendment, it at all, will widen the purpose 
of the Act without any corresponding power being contened on the 
Hoard to carry rfii works of the so-called exceptional purposes. How- 
ever we may proclaim in the pieumhle that the Mope is wider than that 
of the naxflgation and may include other tilings, the Hoard will have 
no power to do un\ other work than relating to navigation channels. 
Now, Sir, 1 have tried to make it dear that 1 lie Hoard is not empowered 
to do any acts or work except tor the purpose of navigation. 

Now let us turn our attention to the sources from which the Hoard 
will deiive its income to uirry on the purpose of the AH. Firstly, 
there is a provision tor contribution from the (iovernment. We have 
nothing to do with this soune of income which is applicable to any of 
the purposes whether it is navigation, diainugc or sanitation or des- 
truction of woter-hvaeinth. No objection cun be raised if it is applied 
to any of the purposes enumerated above. 

Secondly, we come to the question of taxation. This is the most 
Important source of income. Under the Hill, as accepted, all navi- 
gable channels under the Hoard shall be deemed navigable channel* 
under section 2 of the (an a Is Act, 1864, and the provisions of that Act 
will apply to those persons who happen to ply their boat* in the 
channels. Under clause 65 the Hoard will have jmwer to levy and 
collect tolls under the Canals Act. The owners of the steamers plying 
their vessels in these channels will have to pay certain percentages of 
fare and f wight f<jr carrying passengers and goods, Clause 68 lays 
down that the Board will have power to levy license fees in respect ft 
any olaas of vessels using any line of navigation. This means that 
agriculturists in East Bengal will be liable to pay tax under the Bill, 
because 90 per qyrt. of the agriculturists use the lines of navigation for 
the purpose of carrying their agricultural products in boats from the 
field to their house. Besides, all floats such as Jingi, pamheet and 
» 
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other crafts carrying goods or passengers will be taxed. Now this' tax 
will be mised from those peisons who will {se the line of navigation by 
plying boots or vessels in it, but not from persons who will benefit by* 
improved sanitation and improved drainage or destruction of water- 
hyacinth in areas in which there are no navigable channels, n 

C f 

Now, the object of my friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin in moving 
this amendment is to include certain works of drainage and^anitation, 
that is, resuscitating dying rivers. But they have not designed the 
Bill ac a whole to include such purposes. There ale no provision*? 1 in 
the^ Bill to tax those persons who will derive benefit from improved 
drainage and sanitation. A V ill it be fair to tax those who will ply 
vessels and boats in navigable channels for the purpose of improving’ 
drainage and sanitation in places where canals are opened avowedly for 
the same purpose and cannot be or are not used as navigable channels? 

I protest that the agriculturists of East Bengal should not he made 
to pay for the sanitary improvement in other places. 

Sir, 1 oppose the amendment. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: It is I think somewhat unfortunate that the 
Hon’hle Member hus already accepted amendments Nos. 214 and 217. 
But my friends who moved these amendments did not, I think, go far 
enough. I maintain that in spite ot the amendments being accepted, 
clause 44 still remains as before. Ma\ 1 call attention to clause 4-4 
(b)[i ) — to make and open new navigable channels : 1 4c/iMc) — to clear 
or destroy water-hyacinth in any district where there are navigable 
channels, etc., 4‘hn) — to do all other acts necessary for the making 
and maintenance of such channels or for the safet\ <>r convenience of 
navigation? Then under clause 44(c) and < /) the suite thimr remains. 
So that my friends’ amendments should also have included these sub- 
clauses to which 1 have referred. 1 maintain that b\ this amendment 
the scope of the Bill cannot he altered, hut it stands as we have already 
accepted it. Whether we omit the words or not, 1 think t lie Bill will 
remain absolutely unaffected. For these reasons I oppose the 
amendment. 

(The ('mint'll was then adjourned for prayer.) 

(After prayers, Mr. Fawcus did not press his objection to the 
amendment to the preamble.) 

* Miulvi HA88AN ALI: Sir. 1 tuke my stand to give my whole- 
hearted support to Khau Bahadur Abdul Momin’s motion, not b$c&u&e 
by removing the word “navigation’* from the preamble of flit Bill 
the body of the Bill will be heaied up, so as to enable us to improve 
the dead and dying rivers of the province for purposes of agriculture 
and sanitation but because. Sir, in the hope that in future the Bill 
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ttay, be so amended a* to give entirely adequate facilities for the 
irrigation problem of the p|ovince. 

I do not find any reason, Sir, why the various provisions of th# 
Bill should be limited only to navigation and navigation alone, 
excepting of course only that, that the Bill is meant for doing some 
good onljf to a%*ertain section of the population, namely, the mercantile 
aristocrat*^ But why should this be so, Sir? 

Sir, ours is a country which is not, least in the present days, an 
industrial and commercial one. At any rate, Sir, the problem of 
navigation is of minor importance at present. The problem of all 
problems in the country is to improve the health and ugriculturl of 
the province. And this, Sir, we have pressed on the floor of t bint 
House from time to time, and, 1 believe, times without number, 
Every time we have been told by the Hon Tile Member for Irrigation 
that measures will be taken for the rotation of the problem of irriga- 
tion, and at Ia^t we hav£ got this previous Bill, We have supported 
its principles and sent it to Select Committee not because it was 
entirely what we wanted, but with the hope, Sir, that it would be so 
amended as to fulfil our a.npiiations. But when it emerged out we 
see. Sir, that it is a sheer hoax, and nothing but a big camouflage. 
Indeed, Sir, it is a hopelessly sorry suh>titute for what we demanded. 
We do not find anything in the Bill vitally and honestly concerned 
with agriculture and sanitation excepting a little piece of thing, 
namely, the water-hyacinth, the eradication of which, however, is 
limited to a very restricted aiea of the province. To illustrate this 
point of mine. Sir, I beg to submit that in my part of the province, 
i.c., North Bengal, the question of tins pest is of little or no importance 
at all. We in North Bengal have pru< tn ally no water-hvacinth. 
The problem of North Bengal is an all encompassing problem, i.c,, 
irrigation. I do not like to take jour valued time. Sir, by referring 
iu this connection to the remarks on this matter of Mich eminent and 
renowned expert gentlemen like Sii William Willcox and J)r. Bentley 
and others tor their opinions have already become public property in 
Bengal, and are also well known to ns. 

What I mean to say is this: that the large tract* of lands in 
Rangpur, Dinajpur and Rajsliahi, once teeming with a healthy, 
wealthy and happy population, are now being almost every year visited 
by scarcity and famine, malaria, kala-axar, jmjx, cholera and other fell 
diseases. Aid why? The reason is not very far to seek. The Atrai, 
the Kartotfland other streamlets in this part, which once used to flow 
over these areas, irrigating the paddy-fields and supplying good drinkfttg 
wafer ^ have now ceased to do so on account of fheir dead and dying 
condition. Areas once populous hafe now Income jungles. Only in 
Dinajpur district, Sir, the population has decreased to 17 lakh* from 
32 lakhs, and that is within the last 60 jem*. 
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Such is the appalling 1 condition of things Hn North Bengal, -Sir. 
But what has the Hon ’hie Member done in £his Bill in respect of North 
Bengal, I ask? It is a sheer irony of fate, Sir, that by a sudden stroke 
of fortune the Hon Trie Member in charge has turned into an out-and- 
out navigator from being an avowed irrigator. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Many angry 
speeches have been delivered from this side of the House; but the 
shrewdest speech 1 have heard is that of my friend Khan Bahadur 
Azizul Harjii;*. He is the mover of this motion, if I remember aright. 
(Cries of “No, no.”) He supported it. But at tire same time it was 
iiis original motion. J do not believe at this fag end i f the day, when 
after several days of trouble and harangue, we have not succeeded in 
getting much out of the stone one more angry speech from me will solve 
the problem. But I think it will be a good business proposition if I 
would ask my bondde friend. Sir A. K. Ghuznavi, Hie Member in 
charge of the Bill, who is not hearing me. But 1 hope the Member in 
charge will kindh hear the speeches that are being delivered in vain; 
he is still not hearing’ me, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: t'To the Hon’ble Sir Ahdelkrrim Ghuznavi) 
The 'a wah is making a personal appeal to you. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: What I wam 
to tell him is this, that it is no doubt a difficult problem for him to 
solve the entire problem of sanitation, irrigation and navigation b\ one 
Bill. If he attempted it, we would have welcomed it as, 1 believe, that 
is the attitude of the whole House. But he does not admit that, and 
wdien we supported his Bill we were under the impression that we will 
be able to improve his Bill on the floor of this House. But fate has 
•orduined otherwise. He has proved himself a stone and we could not 
get much out of it. So my last appeal to him is that lie may enlighten 
us as to what is the policy of Government in respect of those waterways 
which will not he in any way affected by the present Bill and which 
•require looking after b\ Government — whether it is his department or 
•any other department. I have nothing to do with it. When I ask for 
n reply from him for a statement like this, I do it on the assumption 
that he is iu charge not only of navigation but lie is in charge of irriga- 
tion ami to some extent of public health as well, ho far as his schemes 
♦concern public health. That being the case, a lot of misunderstanding 
-which has cropped up would have been removed if a statement from him 
■had come enlightening us as to what Government was thinking of doing 
for reviving the dead and dying rivers iu order to improve the sanitary 
♦eondition of Bengal, and further <vhat Government was going to do to 
amend the Sanitary Improvement Act which has become a dead letter. 
He may say — we have got the other Act to deal with theee matters, 



4934 ] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


m 

Mutely, to improve your lands for the purposes of sanitation. I want 
to shut his mouth if he spelks in that strain. I ask to kriow what thfr 
• (Government proposes to do to deal with those waterways that will not 
lie affected by this Bill. I have not asked much from him : 1 have 
simply asked for a statement from him, ns it may change the attitude 
of man\* of nt here. That is probably what Khan Bahadur Axixul 
Haque waited from him, and I hope that we will get that statement 
from the Hon ’hie Member. 


Tht Hon'bl* Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHtJZ- 
NAVI, Of Ditduar: Mr. President., Sir. I have listened with a great 
deal of patienc# to the speeches that have lieon delivered from the? 
various quarters of this House und, with a great deal of imputienee, 1 
tried to find otif what the various members were driving at. Well, Sir,. 
I confess my initial amaaemeut at the Juet that 1 have not succeeded 
to grasp an\ meaning. 1 *»hall first of all begin with a reference to 
the Kxpert Committee's ieport where the matter has been clearly set out. 
The Kxpert Committee when dealing with this matter commenced by 
referring* t« the repoit of tlie Koval Commission on Agriculture and 
the\ took their cue from the finding of that Commission, ami they said 
that the\ agreed that the Depm tment of Navigation should be separated 
from the other three Departments, namely, irrigation. Drainage and 
Kmbankmcnt, which together with Navigation are labelled as the 
Irrigation Department of the ftovernment, of Bengal. This is what 
they said: “it seem** to us obvious that any separation between 
embankments ami drainage is impossible and that, wlieie both exist in 
the same aiea, they imint be dealt with as part and parcel of a si right 
pioblem. The ( onibmation of irrigation and embankments practically 
demands, therefore, the addition of drainage. We have considered the 
suggestion that the line of division between the two departments might 
be partly teintorial, and that druinage should be combined withr 
irrigation and embankments in those parts of the province where these 
are important and with navigation where water borne traffic is the chief 
element to be considered. A consideration of the needs of Central 
Bengal, however, will show the difficulty of saying where the line should 
be drawn, and we have come to the conclusion that drainage throughout 
the province should remain with the department which deals with 
irrigation ansi embankments. Jt is desirable that the drainage of 
Bengal should be studied and dealt with as a whole l»v a staff which has. 
specialised in the subject, and that the responsibility should not b# 
divided among different organisations. It is also of importance to* 
remember that drainage works are regulated by the same legislative* 
enactments as regulate irrigation and embankments, and that it might 
well prove inconvenient to have two different authorities administering 
the same Act." That, Sir, I submit is perfectly clear. I must con few 
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%hat while I heard the good doctor quoting from this very same report, 
I certainly would have given him credit tfor having read the whole 
report, but he picked out only certain passages which suited him for- 
the time being. Had he read tbe whole report his labours would have 
been considerably shortened. Then, again, the ball was set in motion 
by my hon’ble friend Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin w*hos^ Absence I 
deplore. The Khan Bahadur confessed his enthusiasm fosr the Bill, 
confessed his admiration for the Bill and said that he hoped that the 
Bill w;ould do certain things? He said that this Bill would r<*suseit?ate 
the dead and dying rivers : he said he hoped that it would improve the 
Jchals and hhih in the interior of the country. He said that this Bill 
would further clear water-hyacinth and so on and so forth. I would 
ask him — Will nrtt this Bill, as has been almost enacted in this Council, 
do all that? The few words in the preamble, to my mind, will not 
make any difference as I shall presently explain. When you clear a 
river, when you clear a hint, when you deal* a /,7m/, for the purpose of 
navigation do you not automatically clear it cf water-hyacinth and 
having done that, will it not automatically improve 'the health of the 
people, W'ill it not improve the sanitary condition, will It not improve 
agriculture, will it not very substantially do everything f*r the well- 
being of the cultivators? Then I ask how is it that this sort of cloud 
has spread over the mental vision of the various members who have 
spoken before me? How is it. I ask, they failed to appreciate the object 
cf the Bill, how is it 1 ask that their memory has become so short that 
they have forgotten what I said at the time when I introduced the 
Bill, and when 1 asked this House to take the report of the Select 
Committee into consideration? I then explained the scope of the Bill 
very fully and very clearly. The Nawab Sahib Mudiarruf Hosain 
wants to kuow whether this Bill will resuscitate the dead and dying 
rivers. I say emphatically “of course, it will.” I said that the water- 
ways of Bengal hud been woefully neglected and that it was the inten- 
tion of Government to create a machinery that would devote its entire 
attention to one question and one question alone, namely, the improve- 
ment of the waterways of Bengal. There are 20, 000 miles of major 
waterways in Bengal, leaving aside mino^ Utah and bhth. I made it 
perfectly dear that it was not the intention to trespass on other matters 
which were covered liy certain other existing enactments. That also 
was very carefully and clearly brought out in the Expert Committee’s 
report. Such being the case, I wonder how could my friend 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu raise such objections as he did. How could 
die impugn my intention : how could he fail to appreciate the trouble 
I took to do my humble bit for the welfare and benefit of the people of 
this country? I stood amaned ty the cloud which seemed to have spread 
©ver his mental vision. I can only exclaim with Shakespeare: “Oh! 
judgment, thou art fied to brutish beasts, and men have lost their 
reason.” That is the only thing I can say about it. How is it that 
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Ibev failed to grasp the objects of the Bill which were clearly defined 
in told relief : how is it that their memory hare become eo short that 
they hare forgotten the pr^mant words which I used not only once but 
on many occasions to the members of this Hous*? I claim that the 
Bill is going to deliver the goods. The Bill will do further and that is 
this : •V s nothing to confine itself to small hhtl* and khfll * ; it is going 
to do everything to improve the waterways: to do the greatest good to 
the great At numl»er : that is the object of the Bill. Is it not something 
for the benefit of the people, is it not something for the uplift of the 
rifral population^ I claim that the clearing of waterways automatically 
does all other things in its train. This particular Board has been 
created with certain definite objects and with certain definite statutory 
provisions and these provisions must remain as they are. Now, Sir, 
with your permission 1 would like to turn to tin* gallant Khan Bahadur 
from Nadia. .He has dime me the honour of quoting me. I wish he 
hail quoted me in full I am afraid ho far as he is concerned he is 
probably smarting under’the slight pawn that I might have caused him 
when I happened to tread on his corns when he tried to introduce 4 
Bill for a single district leaving aside the whole province which com- 
prises i*ti districts. I shall quote my own words and also his. 1 said : 
*‘The waferwnys of Bengal are such that they require a comprehensive 
Board to control and not only that, the intention, so far as the Water- 
way Trust i* concerned, U to invite the neighbouring provinces to come 
and join in tin* Board when the Board is constituted." 1 went even 
further than what lie claimed in the House. “Comprehensive Board” is 
a plain Knglish term which means a Board which will look alter the 
waterways of the whole province. That is the dear meaning. I have 
explained further this afternoon and 1 do not mind repeating again and 
again. I claim that the goods will be delivered by this Bill. 

Well, Sir, the Khan Bahadur naturally has not forgotten the little 
pain which he must have felt when his Bill was thrown out. But I 
fdiould like to remind him of what happened. He said in one place 
that he would l>e prepared to withdraw the Bill if Government would 
bring forward a Bill of their own before the House. Did I not assure 
him then that Government had a Bill actually : eudy in their imcketP 
He, however, persisted in referring his Bill to the Select Committee. 
It w*as then when I found that he was ho unstable and shifting that 1 
had to get up and brush the Bill aside. I am sorry that, at this 
moment I have to recall another poet, this time not from Germany, but 
from Italy. That poet said — 

“I^a donna e mobile 
Qual piutua al vento 
Mnta d’accento 
K di peaeierO'" 
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That poet has said that womankind is changeable, but it has remained 
for the Khan Bahadur to prove that men too are unreliable and change- 
able. So much for that. * 

Now, Sir, what *1 really must take exception to is the manner in 
which time after time the good Khan Bahadur and some of his allies 
never hesitate to fling mud at Government in season and out of season, 
because in certain quarters Government have been termed be under 
the influence of satan, and things of that kind. I never expected that 
sort of mentality to find a place in this House, when any measure of 
beneficence is brought forward by Government in the larger interest of 
the people. If that be the mentality of Khan, Bahadur Azizul Haque 
and his ilk, then they may straightaway say to Government with Tom 
Brown — 


‘*1 do not love thee, L)r. Fell, 

The reason why J cannot tell, 

But this alone I know hill well, 

1 do not love thee, Dr. Fell.” 

Well, that would he understandable and intelligible, and if that is their 
attitude, there can he no answer. 1 am, however, sure that there are 
some people who are not so blind as not to see the intention of Govern- 
ment at least in a small measure to do some good to the people. 

I think 1 have clearly demolished the arguments put forward by the 
Khan Bahadur and ha\e dearly shown tin* object with which Govern- 
ment have proceeded right from the beginning and have not deviated by 
a hair’s breadth. The good Khan Bahadur also drew my attention and 
in fact he was kind enough to refer me to paragraph 7 ’> of the report 
where some othei scheme was referred to by the Expert Committee. I 
find that the Expert Committee suggested some such thing. May I with 
your permission read out what that committee suggested in that para- 
graph which the gallant Khan Bahadur so valiantly brought out before 
the members of this House? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the Khan Bahadur a member of the army ? 

Mr. PRE84DENT: He is all the same gallant. 

, The Hoit’bto Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Oitduar: The Expert Committee said that there should also 
be a central committed to assist the Minister and recommended that this 
should consist of the Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, the 
Director of Public Health, the Director of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
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the Local Self-Government Department, the Secretary of the Agricul- 
ture Department, and the Deputy Secretary of the Finance Department. 
X ask the Khan Bahadur, w^at is there to prevent the Government or tho 
‘ future Minister from forming a committee like that? There is nothing 
whatsoever. I can assure him that 1 have read every word in that book 
from cijer to^cover and I know not only the hook but also its implica- 
tions, and jL can assure him that my single aim has been to do something 
which would be commensurate with the recommendations of the com- 
mittee and at the same time do a measure of great public good and 
thereby help the ^ell-being of my countrymen. , 

Hell, I am glad to find that Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin has put in 
his appearance. I regretted his absence because I made some compli- 
mentary remarks which he should have been here to bear. Anyhow, I 
shall repeat for his edification that the goods he wanted will all be 
delivered withfmt a single one missing, and that ought to well satisfy 
him. Well, can I imagine the glee and joy of the good doctor sitting 
over there. He jumped at the opportunity of being able to support this 
motion. He suddenly woke up with greater wisdom and found what u 
mistake the members of this House had committed in not supporting 
the schexqf put forward by him before the House. Probably the good 
doctor had invoked the aid of that unseen gentlemen known us 
Mr. Mephistopheles. He gleefully referred to the hydraulic survey. 
He is very much interested in it. and so are we. It will he one of the 
duties of the Board to carry out that survey. It lias been stated not 
»>nl\ in one paragraph of the hook hut in many places in the hook. It 
will lu* one of the duties of (lie Board to (airy out the hvdruulh survey 
of the province. 

I can well imagine the giotise of my friend Maulvi A bill Kasem, 
who I find has probably changed his mind and come over to flu* Kuroppun 
group with his parochial idea. This Bill is not parochial. 
It is parochial in the sense that it is going to <onfine itself within 
the province; it is parochial m the sense that while its object is 
to improve the waterways, the improvement will automatically bring in 
other things which will help the well-being of the people of the province. 
The activities of the Board will reach not only Burdwan hut also 
Rangpur in North Bengal, a member from which place has not even 
heard of water-hyacinth. Oh’ how blissfully ignorant he must he. 

I am grgteful to Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhurv for having 
explained the possibilities that lie absolutely on the surface of this Bill. 
He said that the Dill proposes to improve the waterways of Bengal in 
the broadest, deepest and fullest sense of the term, and that is ail clear. 

I think I have answered all the points. I believe 1 have cleared the 
cobwebs and I find that I have been in a manner helpful to my friend* 
sitting on all sides of the House to understand the dear meaning and 
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the broad meaning of this Bill. I can assure them that this Bill is 
going to do exactly what they and all of us want and desire. I can 
assure them also that this phrase which fhe amendment proposes to 
delete will not have the least bearing ou the questions that they have ‘ 
raised, but what it will do I have explained also clearly. It will not 
trespass on the existing Acts. It is going to do one iqiport^ft work, * 
;m., to look after the waterways of Bengal. 

Mr. NAB EN DR A KUMAR BASU: For the purpose of navjgati<jp? 

« 

Tto Hon 'We Alto d] Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Well, if you clear the hhaU and bhils for naviga- 
tion, 1 repeat again what I said before that in doing so you do many 
other things: you kill the malaria mosquitoes, and make many other 
improvements. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: What about the 
Dumodur river? 

The Hon’We Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: 1 am \cr\ glad the Khan Bahadur has reminded 
me of the Dumodur river. I can say that Government have dumped 
•over a crore of rupees there. He of all persons can have no cause of 
complaint. 1 can understand members bailing from other districts say 
— What right the Government had to dump over a crore of rupees in 
•one district. This being the case, it does not lie in his mouth to stand 
up and accuse Government. Sir, one word more and I have done. 
This is just to clear up a doubt in the mind of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose 
who happened to remark that it was unfortunate that I had accepted 
the previous amendments. It 1 hud accepted those amendments 1 did 
so with my e\es open. It was no snare into which the Irrigation 
Department had fallen ; nothing of the kind. I did so with full 
understanding of the implications of the amendments. I did so in the 
interest of the Bill, in the interest of the wording of the Bill and also 
in the interest of what l have l>een saying just now; so that it is all 
at one with the views that 1 entertain. It is perfectly all right. The 
Bill is there; its purport has l>een fully explained by me, and I hope 
I have lieen uhle to clear away many a doubt and misgiving with which 
member* of this House have been troubled. I also hope that I have 
then able to give satisfaction to many of the questioners who put me 
questions direct, including the Nawab Sahib, as well as those sitting 
cbm behind him. I hope that /he Bill is going to deliver the goods 
Mid that members will have no misgivings on that point at all. With 
these words I oppose the amendment. 
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The motion of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin that in 
the first paragraph of thS preamble, in line *3, the words “for the 
purposes ^of navigation" be omitted being put, g division was taken 
with the following result: — 


Baatfjl, Mr. f§ 

lata, Mr. Hamrtra Kaaitr. 

BbaaBbart, Kbaa BabaBar Maalvi AHwauaMaa. 
BhaaBbar^Dr. JtftaBri CbaaBea. 
tldvMiry. Maalvi AbBaTMbaai. 

•kMMary, Maalvi Marti Altar. 

Htkiw, Maalvi AMat. 

Naaaa, Khaa BabaBar Maalvi Axlxal. 

Nagaa, Ktxl Ca*a4al. 

Kaaa, Maalvi Abal. 

Kbaa, Kbaa BahaBa(*Ma«lvi Maaxxaw All. 
Kbaa, Maalvi TaalxaMia. 

Law, Mr. BartaBra Nadi. 

Haiti. Mr. R. 

MRtra, tala tarat OhaaBra. 


AYES. 

Mtaia, Khaa BabaBar MakaanaaB AbBal. 
QatMM, Maalvi Abal. 

Rahaaa, Mr. A. r. 

Rafcwaa, Mr. A. f. M. AbBvr. 

Rai Mahaial, MaalaBra Dab. 

Ray. taba Aaialyaikaa. 

Raat, Baba Mtaaal. 

Ray, Baba BitaaBra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. tallaawar Biagb. 
tahaaa, Baba latya Klakar. 

BaiaaB, Maalvi AbBai. 

Ibah, Maalvi AbBal MaiaM. 

Iia|b, Irijat Taj BabaBar. 

•aialaiaa, Maalvi MakaamaB. 


Ataal, MavrabiaBa Kbwaja Mabaanaab, Kbaa 
BabaBar. 

Araiatraag, iy. ft. L 
Athwart k, Mr. C. «. 

Bbl, Baba Lailt Ka«ar. 

Baatrjl, Ral BabaBar iallaaira Nath. 

Rama, Ral tabM faachaaaa. 

Banaaa, Baba fraaiharl. 

Bata. Baba BadaBra Nath. 

Btrbaiyra, Mr. N. 

Bata, Mr. •. M. 

Bara, Mr. H. N. 

BbaaBbart, Maalvi ByaB Oaaiaa NatBar. 

•bawibary, Haji Bail Ah«aB. 

Babaa, Mr. D. 4. 

Bala, Hr. R. B. 

Daft, Ral BabaBar Dr. NaHibaa. 

Dad. Mr. R. g. 

**••». Mr. R. B. A. 

laaafjl, Maalvi Nar Rabwaa Kbaa. 

fawaaa, Mr. L. R. 

Bbaaa, tba Maa'bta Mr Bbara BbaaBar. 

Bbaaaavl, tba Naa’Mt AJbatJ Bawab BabaBar 
Mr Abbatkartw, al DMBaar. 

BNabrtat, Mr. R. N. 

B t aBBlag, Mr. 0. • 

Baba. Mr. f . N. 

Nags, *r. B. f . 

Mtt al a, Bawab Maabarrat, Kbaa Bab aBa r . 

Maaaala, Maalvi Latatat 
Kbaa, Mr. Basaar Rabaiaa. 


NOES. 

Martia, Mr. 0. M. 

Malta, Mr. B. A. 

MtMtr, Mr. 0. B. 

Mittar, Mr. •. 6. 

Malllck, Mr. MakaaBa Bakary. 

Nag, RtvaraaB B. A. 

Nag. Bala lak Lai. 

N axiai aBBia, tbt Maa’bk Mr. Khwaja. 
Nkball, Mr. B. K. 

Hartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Rabaaw, Mr. A. 

Ray, Baba Kbattar Malta. 

Bay, Baba NagaaBra Rarajraa. 

Bay BbawBbary. Mr. K. 6. 

Bay BbawBbary, Baba latltb BkaaBra. 
Ba IB. tba Mat bit Mr. R. R. 

Raat, Mr. 4. B. 

Ray, Mr. I. N. 

Ray BbaaBbari, Baba Naai OhaaBra. 
larkar, Bai BabaBar Babatl Mabaa. 
Baa, Mr. •. R. 

Blavta, Mr. 4. ft. R. 

•aamar, Mr. B. R. 

Tbaaiftaa, Mr. W. N. 

TawaaaB, Mr. N. f. f. 

Walhar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WMbtaaaa, Mr. N. R. 

WBRaM, Mr. A. Bat. 

WatBbtaB, tba Naa'Ma Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes bejng 29 and the Noes 58, the motion was lo§t. 

The motion that the preamble stand part of the Hill wa» then^put 
and agreed to. 


Tht Hsii’hlf AflMMN Nawth Mistfur Sir ABDCLKCRIM 0HUI» 
RAVI, if DilAif! Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Waterway* 
Bill, 1933, as nettled in Council, be pasted. 
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In making this motion may I have your leave to add a few wotds. 
I shall begin by saying that I desire to conv^r m y thanks to Mr. Hooper 
and the Legislative staff under him, whose services have been so 
valuable in framing this Bill. I equally desire on this occasion to 
refer with gratitude to the co-operation — may I say the devcded co- 
operation — on the part of the Secretaries, Messrs. Twfnam, *!Philpot 
and Fawcus, and all those of the Irrigation Department wnk have co- 
operated with me in this matter? I may also say that, last though not 
the least, I am beholden to the ineml>ers of the House /or their gfcnerow.s 
support *and also to the members of the Select Committee for the careful 
attention which they have paid to the clauses one after the other, as 
well as to the manner in which they have given their support in this 
Council. I think, Sir, we all feel that for the first time a machinery 
has been created by Government that will look to the well-being of the 
rural population, an agency which will consult local interests, local 
opinions and the needs and wants of the rurak population. May I say 
that I look upon this day as a momentous day in our annals — a day 
when with the blessing of God we have been able to create a 
machinery, the aim of which i> to benefit humanity and God’s creatures 
in general, thus rendering a service to God. Mav T also sar that so 
far as I am concerned 1 can only thank the Almighty for having 
vouchsafed to me to take some shaie in shaping this measure? I may 
also say that I feel that I have realised one of the dreams of my life 
that during the course of my holding this portfolio, T have been aide 
to leave some impress which will act beneficially upon my countrymen. 
May 1 also su\ that T, along with the membeis <>t tlii> House, have 
good reasons to congratulate nui selves upon the part we have played 
in passing this Bill. May l also say that we lejoice that our labours 
have come to an end and that we should with all humility forgive and 
forget with thnrity and tolerance all the criticisms that may have 
been levelled sometimes knowingly and sometimes unknowingly? We 
should all remember the verse of t lie Holy Book where it says — 

"Wa ma toquaddemo lianfosikuni, 

Min khaiien tajduho ‘Indillahi “ 

which means, whatever you send for your soul before you that you shall 
find with God. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: The time has now come 
when this Irrigation Bill, the Waterways Bill, is gofng to be an Act. 
I at well as memliers of this House might sav a few words al»out the 
scope of this Bill. Whatever the Hon’ hie Member in charge of the 
Irrigation Department might say aho, he certainly excels everybody in 
thi« House in quotations in German, French and Italian and other 
languages; but the facts are this: that the Act is not going to benefit 
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entire Bengal and let us be under uo illusion about this fact. I am 
not opposing the third reading. 1 certainly congratulate the Hon'hle 
•Member in charge of the Irrigation Department # t hat t hi< is un Act 
which is going to he put on the statute book of Bengal* and I do not 
( join issue with him that it is going to be beneficial to all. It is not 
going tm be aiything of the kind. In a series of amendments where 
we have slight to know what the policy of the Hou’ble Memlier would 
be as regards the other work of the irrigation Department, we have been 
ridiculed at times % and words have been expressed in which then* have 
been enough similes, enough quotations. But surely we have no reply 
to the actual point raised in this Council. Have 1 got any atnw^r to 
my point that, as a mattei of fact, the Hon’hle Member hail no justi- 
fication to oppyse the Nadia Waterways Billy lhvauM* when 1 men- 
tioned it to him hi 1 said “There must be an oigani>ed *.ch<*mc for the 
whole of the province and the Bill framed b\ (iu\ eminent i> ready 
and I see no necessity whatever of a separate Bill.” The present Bill 
is definitely a provision for the purpose of navigation only. After all 
I am glad that yavigation has been separated from tin* other works of 
the department. Long before the Hon’ble Member took charge of the 
ministerial chair, I and otheis niised the same issue in this House 
immediately alter the Agricultural Commission. Time has now tome 
and sooner or later we must separate na\ igntion, and in reply (tovern- 
meat said that the\ were going to appoint a committee and the Hopkyns 
Committee was appointed; and 1 am glad to see that navigation has 
been separated. I am also glad that it is going to do some good to a 
part of the province So far as t li :• Irrigation Depnttment is con- 
cerned, its main object has been attained; and so far as the Waterways 
Bill is concerned, its main object is navigation. By separating this we 
have at least the hope for (lovernmcnt to take up irrigation apart from 
other works. I am not quoting my own language, but I am supported 
by t lie very report which says that it is not going to benefit Burdwuu 
Division and Kangpur Division The Irrigation Department definitely 
went into the matter and found so far as navigation is concerned that 
there is no place in Lastern Bengal and no place in Northern Bengul. 
I am quoting from the report which says; — 

“Dealing in older with the four geogiaphicul divisions of Bengal, 
the potentialities of Northern Bengal are almost unknown, but it in 
probable that the main problems which will arise will be connected 
with irrigation and drainage. In Western Bengal irrigation, drainage 
and embankments ate all of great importance, while in Central Bengal 
drainage, if flushing be included in the term, is the predominant 
interest, „ In Eastern Bengal fortunately, embankments are rare, and 
there is only one maintained by tht* Irrigation Department. There 
is at present little demand for irrigation and that only in limited areas. 
There is a demand for drainage, but this is chiefly for the restoration 
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o | old channels in order that water may flow and boats may Rasa.* 
Navigation is the subject upon which atten^on is mainly focussed. A 
separation between waterways on the one hand, and irrigation, embank- 
ments and drainage* works on the other, will result in two organisa- 
tions one of which will be mainly concerned with Eastern Bengal and 
the other with the rest of the province.” 

From this we can see that there will be very little scope fife- Western 
Bengal. It is as incongruous to employ in Western Bengal an officer 
who specialised in waterways as it would be for Irrigation seheme # to 
be employed in Eastern Bengal. 1 do not grudge this. As a matter 
of fact, we have neglected Eastern Beugal much more than we should 
have. Eastern Bengal is the granary of this province. It has the 
finest economic product, namely, jute, and it is therefore desirable that 
we should look to Eastern Bengal first. 1 quite remember that the 
Ilon’ble Member dpi lured saving t hat this is going to be the ultimate 
result of this Bill. 1 for one would like the4rrigation Member to say 
what hin policy is going to be with reference to this problem in Western 
Bengal, but I have not succeeded in getting an answer. When I 
raised this issue it was misunderstood by him. I fully support the 
* Bill and congratulate the Ilon’ble Member on it. 1 definitely think 
that it would be disastrous if navigation ami irrigation are combined 
under this Bill. But, Sir, my grievance still remains. I am not able 
to quote from many languages, but 1 remember one sentence of a 
famous poet of Scotland and 1 would reply by that 

“Would some power the gift would give us to ^ee ourselves as others 
see us.” 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I feel great hesitation 
to speak on this Bill at this stage. 1 know* that the llon’ble Member 
in ( barge of Ihe Bill is ver> keen about having this Bill passed. I 
know fiom him that lie has got hearty support of His Excellency the 
Governor in this matter. Sir. this makes our position very difficult 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You not'd not lulmu? on that point. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am just referring to 
it 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot do that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Of course if that be your 
ruling, I submit to it, but I 4eel it very keenly. I feel that the 
position taken up by the Hon’ hie Meml»er in charge of the Bill wan 
wholly unconstitutional. 
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Th. Hon'bl* Alhadj Ntwib Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ» 
NAVI, «f Oilduar: I denv*that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: lint. Sir. in spite of <li»- 
inclination to say anything unpleasant on the subject, l feel it my 
duty to gye expression to what T feel about this Bill. I feel, Kir* 
that the government and the Hon'ble Member have not been welt 
advised in bringing forward this measure at this time. <A voice: 
“Why hot?”) Befere the measure is enacted into law, ] would appeal to 
the Government of Bengal to consider what effect it may have in the 
country. Sir, what is the position alnnit the Bill? The position tfbout 
the Bill is that the Hon 'hie Member is going to create a machinery 
for the improvement of waterways of Bengal. But. Sir, a simple 
machinery cannot take us very far unless there is sufficient money 
to make the machinery work; otherwise it is no use to have a machinery 
like this at all. What pfovision does tjie Hon'hle Member make in his 
Billy There is that sum of Rs. 2} lakhs. Sir, the Ifon'hle Member 
does not give us*any idea whether in the immediate future the Govern- 
ment intend to raise their contribution to the Wateiwa\s Trust. The 
only way «in which that machinery can woik will he by raising money 
by taxation, and I submit that raising mone\ by taxation in the present 
economic condition of the country will he disastrous. It will have n 
very had effect on the trade in the country Sir, I warn the Govern- 
ment that if they give their absent to this Bill and if the Act comes into 
force, the economic situation in the coiintn will grow worse, the price 
of product* will further go down, and it will do further mischief to the 
country. Sir, the Government will be well advised before they put 
this Act into force to take the advice of the proper commercial 
authorities in the land and enforce the Act only when they obtain their 
support, and then and then only. 

The motion that the Waterways Bill. 1984. a> settled in the Council 
be passed was then put and agreed to. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for prayer. 


(After adjournment.) 

The Cattle Trespass (Btngt! Amendment) Bill, 1934. 

The HofPble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, T beg leave to introduce a Bill 
further to umend .the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871, in its applic ation to 
Bengal. # 

The ’Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hen’ble Mr. R. H. REID: Sir, I beg to move that the Cattle 
Trespass (Bengal Amendment i Bill, 1984, !>e taken into consideration. 
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This is a small and, I think, quite non-controversial Bill. The object 
is to empower Presidents of Union Boardfe to sell unclaimed cattle 
which have been impounded. At present such cattle are sold under*' 
section 14 of the Act by the officer in charge of the nearest police- 
station or by such other officer as the District Magistrate may appoint. 
It has been held that the words “such other officer as the District 
Magistrate may appoint” cannot be held to include Presidents of 
Union Boards. The object of this Bill is to admit of such persons 
being empowered to hold the sales of unclaimed cattle. The altera- 
tion of the Act will be beneficial in two respects. In the first place it 
wilPbe convenient to the people as they often live a very long distance 
from the places where sales are held. In the second place the surplus' 
proceeds of such sales can under section 18 of the Cattle Trespass Act 
be'applied for the improvement of roads and bridges in the neighbour- 
hood. It is, therefore, to the interests of Union Boards that the cattle 
should be sold at as good prices,, as possible. That is the whole purpose 
of the Bill, and I do not think I need take the time of the Council any 
further. 


The motion that the Bill be taken into consideration wq* put and 
agreed to. 

The motion that clauses 1 and *J of the Bill stand part oi the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause o. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause d, after 
-proposed section d‘2(/) the following proviso !>e added, namely: — 

“Provided that a President so appointed may by general or special 
order delegate all or any of his functions under section 14 to the Vice- 
President of ouch Union Board and may at any time withdraw the 
same.” 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I also beg to move that in clause '! in 
proposed section in line 1. after the word “appointed", the 

following words In* inserted, namely: — , 

“Or the Vice-President to whom the President may delegate his 
functions.” 

As I understand, Sir, Government is going to accept the amendments 
in the form in which I have moved them, I shall not take up any 
further time of the Council. 
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Jll# Hon’ble Mr. R f N. REID: Sir, I ail) prepared to accept the 
amendments moved by M%ilvi Abul Quasem as he has now read them, 
* **r«» omitting the words “or any other member of such union board' 1 
from the first amendment and the same words from the second. 

Th<^ motions were put and agreed to. 

The ination that clause d, as amended in the Council, stand part t>f 
the Bill was put and agieed to. 

I he^ motion that the preamble stand part of the Hill was put and 
agreed to. % • 

Th0 Hon* bio Mf. R. N. REID: Sn, 1 heg to move 'hat the ('attic 
Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Hill, UKM, a> settled m Council, he 
passed . 

The motioif was put mid agieed to. 

The Bengal Smuggling of Arms Bill, 1934. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, 1 heg to linin'- 
• 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Or, a point of order, Sir 
On the last occasion Mr Hogg was the Member in i Imrge of the Bill, 

I want a ruling horn voir whethei mi this occasion tin* llon hle Ml. Reid 
can nm\e tot the consider at urn oj the Bill. 1 lelei to section JVJA 
tpnge ^ ) ot the Bengal l.egi slatixe Conncrl Manual. M\ point is 
that Mr. Hogg is tin* Mcmhei in charge ot the Bill He was acting 
on behalf ot ( iover nnieiit ill the absence jol tin** Tlon’ble Ml. Reid and 
so the further stages o| the Bill should be entrusted to His ehaige. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 11 I remember aright, the Hon’ble Mi. Reid 
was not well on that paituular da\ and tie delegated Ids function t< » 
Mr. Hogg, with my permission, in regard to the Bill under jeuew. 

Mr. Hogg was acting on Ircbalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Reid ami that 
he was in older is clear from lire definition gm*n in our rules of a 
Government Member. 1 tfiinh Mi. Ro\ will have no doubf in hi# 
mind that the Hon’ble Mr. Reid, now that he is in the House again, in 
perfectly entitled to resume charge of the Bill. The definition run# 
thus : 

“Member of Government means a member of the Rxecutive Council 
or a Minister, and includes any member to whom such Mcminn may 
delegate any function assigned to him under these rules. 1 ’ 

Thi Hon*bl# Mr. R. N. REID: Si/, I l**g to move that the Bengal 
Smuggling of Arms Bill, 19 14, as rejmrted by the Select Committee, be 
taken into consideration. 

10 
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Sir, the Bill has received so little alteration at the hands of • the 
Select Committee that I need not detain cthe House long before we 
proceed to consider.it. In fact there are only two changes that the'. 
Select Committee have made to which I think I need draw attention. 
The first is that in clause 5 of the Bill, sub-section (2), an uddi^ion has 
bj?en made to this effect : “and shall contain a statement of tfie beads 
of the charges against such person.” That affects the proctlure when 
a warrant is handed to persons against whom action is intended to lie 
taken and it makes more clear the jmsition to those persons. The Select 
Oommfttee considered this to be desirable as it was in accordance with 
the4)oondas Act on the basis of which this Bill has been framed. 

The second alteration is the addition of a proviso to sub-clause ( 3 ) • 
of the same clause, which reads thus: “Provided that while such person 
is detained in custody, he shall be given reasonable facilities, under 
proper safeguards, for communicating with his legal adviser.” That 
Sir is a proviso which I think js reasonable ftnd to which r.n objection 
can be taken. Bevoml these two points I do not think 1 need draw 
attention to any point in tin* Bill, and I suggest tha* the House now 
proceed to consider the Bill and the amendments thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the Bill be recommitted 
with the addition of the following names: — 

(1) Mr. Shunt i Khekhareswar Ray, 

(2) Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar. and 
t*‘l) Munindra l)el> Bui Malmsai. 

In doing so I shall fiist of all tell the House 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. V ou should have risen to move 
your amendment before l put the lion 'hie Mr. Reid's motion that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. By not doing so, you have deprived 
yourself of the right to move your amendment because you allowed the 
House to carry the Hon’ble Mr. Reid’s motion. You did not rise in 
your place at the right moment to bring to my notice that you had an 
amendment that the Bill be recommitted. I think you understand 
the position. Of course, I have often myself called upon members to 
move amendments standing in their names, but it is not obligatory on 
me to do so? I think it is particularly the duty of the member con- 
cerned to briug to the notice of the Chair that the consideiatiou of a 
motion should not l>e taken until his amendment for the recommittal 
of the Bill is taken into consideration. I am sorry it did not strike me, 
and perhaps you are also sorry that you did not draw my attention to 



in*.] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


1 « 


tfasri at the right moment. Anyhow, if cannot lie moved now m the 
House haw already agreed 4hat the Bill should lie taken into consider*- 

* tion. 

Mr^P* BANERtll: Sir, ill my five years* experience in this (\iuncil, 
we all Enow that when the agenda is Irefore you, you generally t:ull us. 
Now wha/is the position? 

^ Mf^PRE8ID|NTS When the amendment was reached, it was 
particularly, your duty to rise and claim your undoubted ptivllege to 
move, wdiether I called your name or not. Although 1 did not ct|ll on 

• you, you also did not rise to move. In any case, I do not think 
you will exp^t me to reopen the matter, as I would then place 
the House in a veiy awkward position. I cannot ask it to e< nsuler in 
the same session a matter on which it has already come to a decision. 

I am very sorry, hut «it c annot he helped. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 

The motion that clauses *J. .*{, \ and stand part of the* Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

( la use (l. 

Mr. P. BANERJI S I hog to move that for clause (i(^) including 
proviso (a), ( />) and (c>, the following he sulist ituted, namely: 

“(2) The .judges shall consider the repo? t and other farts of 
circumstances, if an\ , adduced he* fort* them hy Local Government in 
open court giving the person or persons against whom the report has 
been made opport unity to defend himself or themselves by pleader ami 
adduce any evidence that may he necessary in this India] f. The 
advising Judges shall be Ismiid to observe the rules of Kvidcme.” 

Sir, it was said at the time of sending this Bill to the Select 
Committee that mostly the sailors and Imran would be prosecuted 

under this Act, and thut it would not l»e used against the* ordinary 

population of the country. But there rs no such guarantee in this 
Bill, and when it has been said by Government that this is not intended 
for the ordinary population hut only for those lascars and sailors and 
particularly it is not to be used against the terrorists, then what is 
the difficulty of Government having an open trial. The Select Com- 
mittee, as the Hon hie Member has just frointed out, have made two 

changes .in the Bill. One is that a statement of the heads of charges 

against such person will be given t him at the time of serving the 
warrant; that was at first denied. Then another addition has been 
made which is to the effect that “provided that while such person it 
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detained in custody, he shah be given reasonable facilities, under 
proper safeguards, for communicating witlf his legal advisers.” So 
Oovernment intends , to give these facilities under proper safeguards; 
and we know when a person is in custody, what these safeguards 
mean. Sometimes it has been found that there are iron bars between 
thfjm and the pleader is not allowed to go inside the bars. *No doubt 
he is a lawyer, and it is degrading for him to wait outsioV in that 
way. Of course under special ciicu instances lawyers are allowed to 
go inside the jail, but there are so many persons present there thfkt 
it is often difficult for the person in custody to consult the lawyers. 
However, it has been suggested that these persons will be given 
facilities of legal advice, but what is then the difficulty of the Gov- 
ernment in not trying them in open courts, so that their*]pgal advisers 
might come forward and cross-examine the witnesses. Does it stand 
to reason that an ordinary prison who is not a master of law but 
whose statement may support the explanation of the person under 
trial will be allowed to appeal befoie the Judges but not a lawyer!"' 
Instead of that person, if a hivyvci comes theie and cross-examines 
file witnesses, what is the difficult y? Government sa\s that it is 
difficult to prove such cases. Weil, it \ou cannot prove sir h cases, 
the civilised woild demands that vou must give him the benefit of 
doubt. Hut here we find it has Keen piovidcd that even it you cannot 
prove the case you will direct him to leave the province, and also 
whatever the legal opinion may be, your decision will he final. It 
that is so, then why all this fuss'' Vou will shrilly enact anothci 
law, namely, the Bengal (’minimi Law Amendment Act, winch will 
make the position much easiei tor you When that Act is coming 
very soon, I think the Ilon’hle Member will see his wav to withdraw 
this Bill. It is not at all necessam , and the ordinary laws of the 
land are sufficient to cope with the situation. Therefore, I protest 
against this sort of action which the Government now wants to take. 
If Government want to deal with cases which they cannot prove, it 
would appear that the judicial administration is suspended and every- 
one would become suspicious. 1 think that the real motive of the 
Bill is not to apply it against the linear* am? snihus as was suggested, 
but also against other persons. Then, again, the Judges will lose their 
independence; they will not act up to their < mitcjeuce; they will not 
l»c bound by the Evidence Act, as it has been said that that Act will 
not be applicable to these cases. If that is so, then whatj is the use 
of having the Evidence Act on the statute lsK»k at all? Instead of 
all these laws, why not declare martial law, and then whatever you 
wafit to do you can do. You tulk of the f/ocul Government doing this 
and that, and say that everything will he done with the permission of 
the Local Government. In this connection I may state a recent case. 
A certain well-known gentleman, namely, Mr. Kamananda Ohatterji, 
waa hauled up before the court for an offence of sedition. 
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Mr. ‘Chatterji cited some member* of Government and also the Secre- 
tary as witnesses. This wa$ in connection with the publication of the 
'book entitled “India in Bondage.” The whole* book appeared in 
magasines from time to time, but when the book was finally published 
• and wa» being sold for some time, Mr. (Tuitterji was hauled up before 
the court. „ # 

w 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I hope \ on will be able to establish the 
an%logy*d»ct ween Uie two oases. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Y es. Sir, I hope to. When the mcmlKUH ^wd 
the Secretary went to the court, tho\ weje asked to state what they 
knew about the liook and also whethei pcrmt-Mon bad been granted by 
the Local Government to piosecute Ml. (Tmttoiji. Tht\\ liowevet 
deposed^ that they knew nothing about the matter. So, m\ point is that 
in spite of the fact that tjic Local (io\ernmeut sanction ceitain things 
to be done, it is often found that the /bombers ha\e not t Lo slightest 
idea of them. Theicfoie, it stand*' to leasoti whether “with the pet* 
mission of the Local Government" means anything But eeitainh 
they must have permission of the Loral tio\erninrut which means per- 
mission of all the members of the K\eouh\e Council. That being the 
case, I do not see wh\ for this -< rt of otdiuan enme Government is 
so persistent in doing awav with open tnul. What is the object of 
ati open trial v The object l- to lest the (tilth of the case. It is pos- 
sible to pel j ill e a witness in an\ tnai in mnmn. but if (heir is an 
open tiial theie is alwa\s the possibiht\ of getting at the tine picture 
ol tiling*', Us the willies- has to stand the te-l of « i »>*.«>-<• v. uni nation, 
and he will think twice befoie attempting to tell a lie In-foie an open 
court, where membeis of the public aic present But it tins Inal is 
held in nimmi, he will know that he won t be subjected to such cross- 
examination and will not p«il»ap- hesitate to sa\ an\ thing he likes 
without fear of being cioss-e\aiiiiiied. The object of an open Inal is 
to find out the tnith, 

Government, Sir, sometimes find it difficult to find out the truth 
in certain cases and amw%at some decision unless certain persons 
who give evidence in the imiit, ate protected from the test of cross- 
examination; that is why thc\ ha\e brought in this provision. This 
is, in other words, indulging people to fell lies and give all sorts of 
incorrect evidences Ik- fore the court. This will not Im* possible I w fore 
an open court where the witness has to stand the crucial test of 
cross-examination by lawyers. Therefore I say it is fair to Govern- 
ment and also fair to the person against whom such charge is brought 
in to Jiave an open trial, and I hope Government will stick to 
the principle of open trial, and not allow any deviation therefrom. 

With these words I commend rtry motion to the acceptance of the 

House. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. I^ID: Sir, Mr. Banerji has treated us 
to a good deal of irrelevant matter, but I think the point is very 
simple. What lie jrants to substitute is something in the nature of*, 
a trial in open court with the Evidence Act and the usual appanages 
of a trial in open court. This procedure, however, is agnyist the 
v|hole essence of the Bill. We are not so much aftei*tke Ulscars as 
the smugglers who remain in the background; .the latt&r do not 
actually commit an offence in the sense that they import the arms 
in ships but are persons who act as go-betweens between thtf people 
who import arms illegally in whips and the persons who want to 
obtain these arms, that is to say, the terrorists. The substitution of 
the words of this amendment for the clause, as it stands, in the Bill 
would destroy the whole put pose of the clause. The plause is based 
on a similar clause in the (ioondns Act, and 1 submit that if that 
clause has been found suitable for dealing with the 'yoorula*, it is 
infinitely more suitable tor dealing with tie* sort of people that we 
are trying to get at, that is to say, people who are supplying arms 
to the terrorists. . 

Mr. Banerji has mentioned the proviso which has been put in by 
the Select Committee in sub-clause (2) of clause 5, in which it is 
proposed that tin* person who has been taken in custody shall have 
access to legal advisers. Thai is perfectly true; and this proviso 
gives a certain amount of facility for legal advice to such persons, 
but that is as far as we can go. 'Io grant him the fuilher privilege 
that the mover of the amendment proposes is out of the question, and 
I think the House will agree that in dealing with the people against 
whom this Bill is directed no othei procedure is possible except that 
which is laid down in the Bill as it stands. 1. therefore, beg to oppose 
the amendment, Sir. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : In order to shorten discussion on this Bill 
I may say that I do not want to move any other motion, for the simple 
reason that the members ure all anxious go home to-day. 

The motion that clause (> stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. C. P. HOGG: I beg to move that after ciausf 7 ( 2 ), the 
following be added, namely: — 

« 

* “Provided that the ljocnl Government mu\\ at any time, cancel or 
suspend such order or i educe the period for which the said ]>ersou is 
required to leave Bengal or tht^ notified area.” 

This amendment speaks for itself and I need not detain the House 
by dwelling on it. In tbe working of the Goondas Act. it has been 
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|<mnd to be a source of inconvenience tjiat a power of tliis kiml is not 
provided in the Act. Th*re ar* occanon* when it is desirable or 
advisable that an externed person should he allowed to return to 
Bengal, for instance, to give evidence in court, and hnit'hlc members 
of this Council themselves can conceive of occasions on which it might 
be desirable Uahave such a suspending power. That. Sir, explains the 
amendmer/ which stamls in my name and 1, therefore, commend it to 
the acceptance of the House. 

# The* motion w*s put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 7. as amended m Council, and rlauses 8 to 
12, stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed to, • 

Tlie motion that the preamble stand part of the Bill was also 
put and agreed to. 


Ttw Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid: I beg to move that the Bengal 

Smuggling of Anus Bill* Iff* I, as settled in ‘Council, he passed. 


Mr. 8HANT4 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: l oppose the motion 
moved b\ ihe llon'hle Member in chuige of the Bill. Sn, at this late 
hour of the da\ it is verv diflicult to place any view with success. 1 
know that my opposition will not lie fruitful, and the Bill will 
passed as asked hv the Hnn’hle Mr. Reid. Still 1 take this opportunity 
of opposing this Bill Si i , the Bill has in tin wav been impiovcd by 
the Select Committee Tim onlv thing tliut tlie Government have 
conceded and the Select Committee have accepted is an attempt to 
placate the lawverv 1 find that a person in custody will be given 
reasonable facilities for communicating with his legal advisers. I do 
not understand how the person will derive auv benefit if he cannot 
personally consult with his lawyers oi let his law yds appeal on his 
behalf and plan* his case before the Judge. The Government would 
have been consistent if the\ had made this concession, not only nt a 
preliminary stage, hut at a later stage also when the matter would have 
been before flu* Judges. Why should the Judges fight sh\ of tlie 
lawyers? The man who is hauled up may he illiteiale Wh\ should 
the Government deny him hhe privilege nf placing his ease intelligent! y 
Imfore the Judges who arc* to advise Government as to the action to he 
taken. The provisions of tin* Bill remain more or less as vague as 
before. At this late hour 1 shall not go over all the points, but I 
would refer to one or two, not with the hofa* fhut the Government will 
drop this measure, but with the hope that after further examination 
they may find son# defects in it and bring in an amending Bill to f^ll 
up the lacunae in the Bill. Sir, I am emboldened to make this 
assertion because I find that in connection with this Bill Mr. Hogg 
himself haa come forward with a sbiiilar amendment which Govern- 
ment — Mr. Iteid — objected to in connection with another Bill — 1 
mean the Terrorist* Bill — when it was brought to his notice by me. 
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Anyway, it give* Jnc Home satisfaction to find that thougfi the Govern- 
ment could not accept that' amendment* in connection with the 
Terrorists Bill, they now feel that it is a just provision and they have-, 
accordingly made tfiis provision in connection with this Bill. Sir, the 
point 1 was referring to is this: if you refer to clause 5 you will find , 
that there is the provision for the issue of warrant b? a Presidency 
'Magistrate or the District Magistrate. The issue of this ^warrant is 
not left to the discretion of the Presidency Magistrate oi District 
Magistrate, hut he has only to earn out orders of jhe Local Govern- 
ment, which is only an indirect way of enforcing the orders of Govern- 
ment. Well, 1 .do not want to go into the merit of such a procedure, 
lmt 1 would like to know how this wuirant is to he executed. What 
authority is this wairant going to have* Is this going to he civil 
warrant, is this going to he executed by the peons of a civil court, 
or is it going to he executed b\ I ho j ml ice!'' Then* is m> indication m 
the Bill about that. ()j“ course there is a provision to bring this 
measure in conformity with the Existing law by taking c ertain subsequent 
action to make the warrant legal and that such warrant shall lor the 
purposes set forth in clauses (/) and (//) he doomed to he a warrant 
issued by the Presidency Magistrate or the District Magistrate under 
the (hale of (Timinal Procedure. But so far as the 1 »*arl\ stage is con- 
cerned, there is no provision anywhere as to what is going to he the 
effect of this warrant and how it is going to ho executed. Thou, there 
is 1 lie* further question of custody. It is stated that the poisons arrested 
under such warrant shall h«* detained in custody under the outers of the 
liocul Government. Sii, 1 ha\o gone through the Bill and I do not 
find in whose custmlv the person is to remain, whether in police custody 
or jail custodx ; that point is vague and indefinite. Is ho to he put in 
civil jail or criminal jail* I hope the Ifon’hle Member, Mr. Heid, 
will have to say something on this point. I would like to point out the 
difficulty he will he in Well, if this wan ant is treated as a warrant 
under the ('ode of (Timinal Proeoduio, then all the difficulties, which 
the Hon* hie Member desires to avoid hv this extiaoi dinaiy and abnormal 
measure, will crop up. lie cannot he* detained in indue custody for a 
long and indefinite time. He must he produced before the court; then 
a lawyer will come in, he will come for luul and if hail l»e refused, then 
he will have the right of appeal. Sir, 1 hope sooner or later the Gov- 
ernment will try to rec tify this. 1 am told that this is the procedure 
under the Goon da Act and it is working wonderfully. Hell, perhaps 
the goniuhi has not the same facility as the smugglers may nave. I can 
well realise the difficulty of Government in this matter. They are in 
a ~verv unenviable position. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
they assert that they believe that the arms are being smuggled by 
“recognised dealers.” At the same time they are not very sure of their 
own ground. They proceed on an inference. They have not got the 
materials to make a definite statement. On the last occasion I asked 



1934.] GOVERNMENT BILLS. MS 

the Hon’ble Member who was in chafc* of the Bill to come forward 
with materials before the* House that would justify us in giving our 
sanction to such an extraordinary measure. Well, materials were 
not there and I believe the materials cannot be even found to-day. 
The IJon’ble Mr. Reid has to-dav mentioned the terrorists; he has 
conveniently left out the robbers and thieves whom Mr. Hogg brought 
in the oiner day. We can get any measure passed nowadays by just 
mentioning the terrorists. If it is to suppress the terrorists, all our 
#nse of decency all our reasoning faculties must in* lulled unjl we are 
blind-loldedly to support the Government. Sir, while by repeated 
assertions, by threats and by various other methods the Goverfiment 
of Bengal have created a situation in the country, where such unworthy, 
unwarranted ^\nd unjust actions of the Government go unchallenged, 
I shall be failing in my duty to the Government and to my country 
and to the House, if I do not raise a single voice of protest against 
such an unlawful action 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. R. H. REID: At this late hour, a fact to which 
Mr. Shanti Shekharcswar Ray bus made fiequent reference but has 
refused do allow lnmself to la* influenced by, l feel that there is no 
necessity to sav more than this. It is quite clear, first, that this House 
is not in sunpathv with the sentiments of the last speaker; and, 
secondly, that the members are interested in bringing this discussion 
to a close. I move that this question be put. 

The motion that the Bengal Smuggling of Arms Bill, 19*'14, as 
settled in this Council, he passed was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till «‘i p.m. on Monday, the 19th 
February, 19-14, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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